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April 11, 2026 

The Honorable Frank Blas Jr., Speaker 
I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
163 Hagåtña, Guåhan 
Chalan Santo Papa 

VIA:  The Honorable V. Anthony Ada, Vice Speaker 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

RE:  Committee Report on Public Hearing relative to Bill No. 290-38 (COR) AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), 
CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF 
DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Håfa Adai Speaker Blas,  

Transmitted herewith is the Committee Report on Public Hearing relative to Bill No. 290-38 (COR) AN ACT 
TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE 
OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Committee votes are as follows: 

___ TO DO PASS 

_____ TO NOT PASS 

__1_ TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

_____ TO ABSTAIN 

_____ TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Sincerely,  

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 
Chairwoman, Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs
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April 11, 2026 1:59 p.m.

Revisions Received:
April 21, 2026 11:04 a.m.



COMMITTEE REPORT 
Public Hearing 

Bill No. 290-38 (COR) AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 
80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE 
OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 



ALL MEMBERS 
Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

April 10, 2026 

To: 

From: Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 
Chairwoman, Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

Subject: Committee Report on Bill No. 290-38 (COR) AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 
80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES 
FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is the Committee Report on Bill No. 290-38 (COR) 
AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE 
OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

 Notice of Hearing 
 Hearing Agenda 
 Hearing Sign-in Sheet 
 Submitted Testimonies and Supporting Documents 
 Committee Report Vote Sheet 
 Committee Report Digest 
 
 

Please take appropriate action on the attached vote sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Office of Senator 
Sabrina Salas Matanane. 

Copy of Bill No. 290-38 (COR)

Fiscal Note

• Referral of Bill No. 290-38 (COR)



COMMITTEE ON RULES 
Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada, Chairperson
I Mina'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guåhan
38th Guam Legislature

March 24, 2026

To: Rennae V. C. Meno
Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Darleen E.H. Phillips 
Legislative Legal Counsel

From: Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Subject: Referral of Bill No. 290-38 (COR)

Håfa Adai, 

As per my authority as Chairperson of the Committee on Rules and subject to §6.01(d)(1), Rule 
VI of our Standing Rules, I am forwarding the referral of Bill No. 290-38 (COR) - Sabrina Salas 
Matanane, Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao, Frank Blas Jr., Tina Rose Muna Barnes, Jesse Lujan, V. 
Anthony Ada. – “AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES 
FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY.”

Please ensure that the subject bill is referred to the Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 
chaired by Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane. I also request that the same be copied to the Prime 
Sponsor of the subject bill and to Management Information Services (MIS) for posting on our 
website. 

A copy of the bill is available on our legislative website. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Kamarin Nelson, Committee 
on Rules Director at 671-472-2461.



 

 

April 1, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 
 
From:  Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 
  Chairperson, Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 
 
Subject:   First Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M. 
 
Håfa Adai!  
 
The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 
2026, beginning at 8:00 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. 
 
The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following: 
 
8:00 A.M. 
 
Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES 
FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 
 
Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 
10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
LICENSURE; AND TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS. 
 
 
 
How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress Building, 
163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies 
be submitted at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator 
Sabrina Salas Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572. 
 
Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or accommodations 
should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane. 
 
Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed online via I 
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam Legislature Media on 
YouTube. 
 



Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

First Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M
2 messages

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Wed, Apr 1, 2026 at
4:34 PM

To: phnotice@guamlegislature.gov, Audio / Video <av@guamlegislature.gov>, Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.gov>,
Giovanni Naz <mis@guamlegislature.gov>
Bcc: senator.sabrina@guamlegislature.gov, Ann San Nicolas <ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov>,
john.mafnas@guamlegislature.gov, Sergio Salas <sergio.salas@guamlegislature.gov>, joesir@guamlegislature.gov

Håfa Adai!

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, beginning
at 8:00 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building.

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:

8:00 A.M.

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY.

Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADDA NEW ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, GUAM
CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE; AND
TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,
RELATIVE TO INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED
HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS.

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48)

hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@
guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or accommodations should contact

Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed online via I Liheslaturan
Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube.

--

4/3/26, 9:42 AM Guam Legislature Mail - First Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=45eee6c8e6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r7429581077698043294&simpl=msg-a:r-22657390343269… 1/2



The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.

PH 4.1 First Notice 2026.04.08.pdf
361K

Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.gov> Wed, Apr 1, 2026 at 4:41 PM
To: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Hafa adai and posted on the calendar.
[Quoted text hidden]
--

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which is
privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any way
using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you may have
received. Thank you."
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How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email 
to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-
eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email 
at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring 
assistance or accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and 
streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be 
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube.



 

 

April 6, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 
 
From:  Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 
  Chairperson, Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 
 
Subject:   Second Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M. 
 
Håfa Adai!  
 
The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, 
beginning at 8:00 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. 
 
The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following: 
 
8:00 A.M. 
 
Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES 
FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 
 
Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 
10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
LICENSURE; AND TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS. 
 
 
 
 
How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress Building, 
163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies 
be submitted at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator 
Sabrina Salas Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572. 
 
Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or accommodations 
should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane. 
 
Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed online via I 
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam Legislature Media on 
YouTube. 
 



Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Second Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M.
1 message

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Mon, Apr 6, 2026 at
8:00 AM

To: phnotice@guamlegislature.gov, Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.gov>, Giovanni Naz
<mis@guamlegislature.gov>, Audio / Video <av@guamlegislature.gov>, 38th Committee On Rules
<committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov>
Bcc: Ann San Nicolas <ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov>, senator.sabrina@guamlegislature.gov,
john.mafnas@guamlegislature.gov, Sergio Salas <sergio.salas@guamlegislature.gov>, joesir@guamlegislature.gov

Håfa Adai! 

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, beginning at 8:00
A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building.

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:

8:00 A.M.

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY.

Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10,
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE; AND
TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,
RELATIVE TO INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED
HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS.

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48)

hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@

guamlegislature gov or via voice call at (671) 989 2572

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or accommodations should contact

Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed online via I Liheslaturan

Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube  After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube

--

4/9/26, 1:05 PM Guam Legislature Mail - Second Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M.
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The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information  If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED  If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify me by replying to office senatorbri@guamlegislature gov and delete the message immediately  Thank you

PH 4.6  Second  Notice 2026.04.08.pdf
361K
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 PRINT

Second Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday

April 08, 2026, 8:00 A.M.

PUBLIC HEARING

 Posted on: 04/06/2026 08:00 AM

 Posted by: Annie San Nicolas

 Public Hearing Date: 04/08/2026 08:00 AM

 Department(s):

GUAM LEGISLATURE (/notices?department_id=92)

 Division(s):

OFFICE OF SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE (/notices?

division_id=295)

 Notice Topic(s): PUBLIC HEARING (/notices?topic_id=74)

 Types of Notice: PUBLIC HEARING (/notices?type_id=7)

 For Audience(s): PUBLIC (/notices?public=1)

 Share this notice

Second Notice of Public Hearing: Wednesday April 08,

2026, 8:00 A.M.

4/21/26, 10:59 AM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/8621 1/3
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Håfa Adai!

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a

Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, beginning at 8:00

A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building.

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:

8:00 A.M.

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Intro

duced_38th/Bill%20No.%20290-38%20(COR).pdf)AN ACT TO

AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE

ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY

SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY.

Bill No. 295-38 (LS)-

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Intro

duced_38th/Bill%20No.%20295-

38%20(LS)%20Referred%20Version.pdf) AN ACT TO ADD A NEW

ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE

ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE;

AND TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE

10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO INCLUDING

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED

HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS.

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the

Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress

Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov

(mailto:Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov). The Committee

requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48)

hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  Please confirm your

attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas

Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov

(mailto:Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov) or via voice call

at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA) individuals requiring assistance or

4/21/26, 10:59 AM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/8621 2/3
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Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or

accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office

of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local

television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed

online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the

hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam

Legislature Media on YouTube.

4/21/26, 10:59 AM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/8621 3/3







How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email 
to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-
eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email 
at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring 
assistance or accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and 
streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be 
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube.



April 3, 2026, 

TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL:

Breanna Sablan Theresa Arriola 
Acting HPLO Administrator, DPHSS Director, DPHSS 
breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov 

Dr. Ricardo Eusebio  D. Joleen Aguon
Medical Director, GMHA Interim Administrator, GMHA
ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org Joleen.aguon@gmha.org

Nadine Cepeda Mamie Balajadia 
Lead District School Psychologist  
ntcepeda@gdoe.ner 

Christopher Anderson Dr. Judith Wonpat 
cjanderson@gdoe.net Superintendent of Education 

jtwonpat@gdoe.net 

Subject: Invitation to Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, at 8:00 A.M. 

Håfa Adai, 

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Wednesday 
April 8, 2026, beginning at 8:00 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress 
Building. Your attendance is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items: 

8:00 A.M. 

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES 
FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 
10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
LICENSURE; AND TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS. 



The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight 
(48) hours prior to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may 
be able to contribute to the discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 
38th Guam Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or 
email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov.

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
38th Guam Legislature

Cc:
claire.frianeza@gmh.org
theo.pangelinan@gmha.org
jesse.quenga@gmha.guam.gov
rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.guam.gov
yukari.hechanova@gmha.org
zaldy.tugade@gmha.guam.gov
janet.mandapat@gmha.org
sharon.davis@gmha.org
suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org
teresa.borja@gmha.org
sonia.siliang@gmha.org,
antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org
michael.um@gmha.org
edgar.aguilar@gmha.org

krista.blankenship@gmha.org
peterjohn.camacho@dphss.guam.gov
Joaquin.Blaz@dphss.guam.gov
eddy.reyes@ftfcinc.com
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Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov> Fri, Apr 3, 2026 at 8:00 AM
To: Breanna Sablan <breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov>, "Theresa C. Arriola" <theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov>, Ricardo Eusebio
<ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org>, "Aguon, Joleen, MD" <joleen.aguon@gmha.org>, "Nadine T. Cepeda" <ntcepeda@gdoe.net>, ,
"Christopher J. Anderson" <cjanderson@gdoe.net>, "Dr. Judith T. Won Pat (Superintendent)" <jtwonpat@gdoe.net>
Cc: claire.frianeza@gmh.org, Theo Pangelinan <theo.pangelinan@gmha.org>, jesse.quenga@gmha.guam.gov, rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.guam.gov, Yukari
Hechanova <yukari.hechanova@gmha.org>, zaldy.tugade@gmha.guam.gov, Janet Mandapat <janet.mandapat@gmha.org>, sharon.davis@gmha.org,
suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org, teresa.borja@gmha.org, sonia.siliang@gmha.org, antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org, michael.um@gmha.org,
edgar.aguilar@gmha.org, , krista.blankenship@gmha.org, "PeterJohn D. Camacho" <peterjohn.camacho@dphss.guam.gov>,
Joaquin Blaz <Joaquin.Blaz@dphss.guam.gov>, eddy.reyes@ftfcinc.com, Miguel Bordallo <mcbordallo@guamwaterworks.org>

Håfa Adai,

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, beginning at 8:00 A.M., in
the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Your attendance is requested to provide insights on the following agenda
items:

8:00 A.M.

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE
TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY.

Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADDA NEW ARTICLE 12A TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,
RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE; AND TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12,
TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN THE HEALING ARTS
AND ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS.

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight (48) hours prior to the hearing.
Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may be able to contribute to the discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 38th Guam Legislature, please contact
my office via email or voice call.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or email office.senatorbri@
guamlegislature.gov.

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
38th Guam Legislature

--

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use
of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and
delete the message immediately. Thank you.
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Public Hearing 
Wednesday April 8, 2026, 8:00AM 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 
 

 

Agenda 
8:00AM 

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), 
CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES 
FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 
 
Bill No. 295-38 (LS)- AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 12A TO 
CHAPTER 12, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE; AND 
TO AMEND §12101(b) AND §12802(a) OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 
10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO INCLUDING 
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN THE HEALING ARTS AND 
ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEFINITIONS. 
 
 
 

This Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117 and stream online 
via I Liheslaturan Guahan’s live feed. 









COMMITTEE VOTE SHEET 

Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE 

ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE 

GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
SIGNATURE

AND DATE

TO DO 

PASS

TO NOT 

PASS

TO 

REPORT 

OUT ONLY

TO 

ABSTAIN

TO PLACE 

IN 

INACTIVE 

FILE

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane

Chairperson E-VOTE 4.10.26 X

Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada

Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Senator Vincent A.V. Borja

Vice Chair, Committee on Veterans Affairs

Speaker Frank F. Blas, Jr.

Member E-VOTE 4.10.26 X

Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Member E-VOTE 4.10.26 X

Senator Shelly V. Calvo

Member E-VOTE 4.10.26 X

Senator Christopher M. Duenas

Member X

Senator Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao

Member E-VOTE 4.10.26 X

Senator Tina Rose Muna Barnes

Member E-VOTE 4.10.26 X

E-VOTE 4.10.26

https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Introduced_38th/Bill%20No.%20290-38%20(COR).pdf


Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Request for E-Vote: Committee Report: 290-38 (COR)
8 messages

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Fri, Apr 10, 2026 at
1:16 PM

To: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Shelly Calvo
<officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja
<contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Senator Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>
Bcc: Ann San Nicolas <ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov>, senator.sabrina@guamlegislature.gov, Sergio Salas
<sergio.salas@guamlegislature.gov>

Hafa Adai Committee Members:

Please see the attached Committee Report regarding Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND §
80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE
OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY.

TO DO PASS

TO NOT PASS

TO REPORT OUT ONLY

TO ABSTAIN

TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the vote sheet which will be
submitted as part of the final Committee Report to the Committee on Rules.

 

Please contact our office if you have any questions or concerns.

--
Annie San Nicolas
Administrative Officer/Committee Director

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received
this transmission in error, please immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.
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Committee Report  290-38 (COR)_Redacted.pdf
9730K

Senator Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov> Fri, Apr 10, 2026 at 1:41 PM
To: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Shelly Calvo
<officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>

To do pass. 

[Quoted text hidden]
--

Office of Majority Leader Jesse A. Lujan 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Customs, Utilities and Federal & Foreign Affairs

259 Martyr St., Hagatna, Guam 96910 
senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov
(671) 969-6525 

Senator Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov> Fri, Apr 10, 2026 at 1:49
PM

To: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Shelly Calvo
<officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of
Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Senator Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>

To Do Pass

On Fri, Apr 10, 2026 at 1:16 PM Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@
guamlegislature.gov> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]

--

Office of Senator Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao
Chairman, Committee on Public Safety, Emergency Management, and Guam National Guard
38th Guam Legislature
120 Father Duenas Avenue Capitol Plaza Building, Suite 103, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
(671) 647-1409/1411

Office of Senator Shelly Calvo <officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov> Fri, Apr 10, 2026 at
2:06 PM

To: Senator Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>, "Speaker
Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada <vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>,
Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes <senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas
<senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Senator Jesse Lujan
<senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>

To do pass

Respectfully, 
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Office of the People | Senator Shelly V. Calvo
Majority Whip & Chairwoman
Committee on Child Welfare, Youth Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women's Affairs, Disability Services, the Arts,
Culture, Historic Preservation & Hagåtña Restoration 

38th Guam Legislature
163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

T +1 (671) 989-5682
E officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov

[Quoted text hidden]

Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov> Fri, Apr 10, 2026 at 2:13 PM
To: Office of Senator Shelly Calvo <officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: Senator Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Legislative Secretary Senator
Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
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COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW:  

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs conducted a Public Hearing on Wednesday April 8, 2026, 

scheduled to begin at 8:00 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. 

Among other items, on the agenda for discussion was  Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 

80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE 

OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

AUTHORITY. 

 

Public Notice Requirements 

In accordance with Open Government Law, the public notice for this public hearing was disseminated via 

email to all senators and main media broadcasting outlets on April 1, 2026, and April 6, 2026. This public 

notice was also posted on the Guam Legislature website and the Public Notice Portal. 

Senators Present 

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane, Chairperson of the Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

Senator Shawn Gumataotao 

Senator Telo T. Taitague 

Senator Therese M. Terlaje 

 

 

 

 Appearing before the Committee:  

  

 Jesse Baleto 

 Brian Hahn 

 Rebecca Morta 

 Rodalyn Gerardo 

 Chris Anderson 

 Breanna Sablan 

 Mamie Balajadia 

 Evangeline Cepeda 

 Dr. Judith WonPat 

 Dr. Edward Santos 

 Nadine Cepeda 

 Jesse Quenga 

 Dr. Joleen Aguon 

 Belle Radi 

 Yuka Hechanova 

 Carlos Pangelinan 

 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY AND DISCUSSION: 
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This Public Hearing was called to order at 8:00 A.M. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

BUENAS AND HAFA ADAI. THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND VETERANS AFFAIRS IS NOW CALLED 

TO ORDER. THE TIME IS 8:00. IT IS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH, 2026. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 

JOINING US THIS MORNING BOTH IN PERSON AND ONLINE. TODAY WE WILL BE CONDUCTING A 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURES. BILL 290-38 COR INTRODUCED BY MYSELF AND 

CO-SPONSORED BY SENATORS SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, SPEAKER FRANK BLAS JR., SENATOR TINA 

ROSE MUNA BARNES, SENATOR JESS LUJAN, AND VICE SPEAKER TONY ADA. THIS MEASURE 

RELATES TO THE OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

AUTHORITY. BILL NUMBER 295-38 COR INTRODUCED BY MYSELF RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING 

LICENSURE FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS AND INCLUDING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY WITHIN THE 

HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS. NOTICE OF TODAY'S HEARING WAS PROVIDED 

TO ALL SENATORS, STAKEHOLDERS, AND MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

OPEN GOVERNMENT LAW. THE NOTICE WAS ALSO POSTED ON THE GUAM LEGISLATURE'S 

WEBSITE AND THE PUBLIC NOTICE PORTAL. ALL MATERIALS HAVE BEEN UPLOADED TO THE 

COMMITTEE DRIVE AND ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT UPON REQUEST. THIS HEARING IS ALSO BEING 

RECORDED AND WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE GUAM LEGISLATURES YOUTUBE CHANNEL. AT THIS 

TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE WHO ARE PRESENT. SENATOR 

SHAWN GUMATAOTAO AND WE WILL GO AHEAD AND START TODAY'S PUBLIC HEARING ON BILL 

290. THIS MEASURE WAS INTRODUCED AT THE REQUEST OF THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AS 

PART OF ITS ONGOING EFFORTS TO OPERATE MORE EFFICIENTLY, REDUCE COSTS, AND FOCUS 

RESOURCES ON PATIENT CARE. CURRENTLY, GUAM LAW PLACES UNNECESSARY RESTRICTIONS 

ON HOW GMH CAN MANAGE ITS DIETARY SERVICES. THESE OUTDATED LIMITATIONS PREVENT 

THE HOSPITAL FROM FULLY EXPLORING MORE COST-EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT OPTIONS. THIS 

BILL REMOVES THAT BARRIER. IT SIMPLY GIVES GMH THE FLEXIBILITY TO EVALUATE WHETHER 

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICES SHOULD BE PROVIDED IN-HOUSE, OUTSOURCED, OR THROUGH A 

HYBRID APPROACH BASED ON WHAT IS MOST EFFECTIVE AND IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE 

HOSPITAL AND THE PATIENTS IT SERVES. THIS IS NOT ABOUT REDUCING QUALITY. IT IS ABOUT 

MODERNIZING OPERATIONS, IMPROVING EFFICIENCY, AND ALLOWING HOSPITAL LEADERSHIP TO 

MAKE RESPONSIBLE DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS. AT THE END OF THE DAY, THIS IS A COMMONSENSE 

UPDATE THAT SUPPORTS GMH'S EFFORTS TO STABILIZE ITS OPERATIONS WHILE KEEPING PATIENT 

CARE AT THE CENTER. AT THIS TIME, I'D LIKE TO INVITE THOSE WHO ARE HERE TO TESTIFY TO 

PLEASE HAVE A SEAT AT THE TABLE BEFORE US. AND IF EVERYBODY COULD PLEASE INTRODUCE 

THEMSELVES AND THE CAPACITY IN WHICH YOU ARE TESTIFYING TODAY. WE WILL START WITH 

DR. AGUON. 

 

DR. DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

HAFA ADAI. GOOD MORNING, SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE OVERSIGHT CHAIR FOR 

HEALTH CARE, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, AND SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. I AM DR. JOLEEN 

AGUON, INTERIM CEO FOR GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 

 

BELLE RADA 

HAFA ADAI, SENATORS. GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE. MY NAME IS BELLE RADA. I'M THE 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT. GOOD MORNING. 

 

RUDALYN GERARDO 

HAFA ADAI. GOOD MORNING EVERYONE. MY NAME IS RUDALYN GERARDO, ASSISTANT 

ADMINISTRATOR OF OPERATIONS. 
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JESSE QUENGA 

GOOD MORNING, SENATORS. JESSE QUENGA, THE ACTING ASSOCIATE HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR 

FOR OPERATIONS. 

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

GOOD MORNING, YUKA HECHANOVO, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER. 

 

CARLOS PANGELINAN 

GOOD MORNING, CARLOS PANGLELINAN, ASSISTANT CFO. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

YOU CAN BEGIN WITH YOUR TESTIMONY ON THE BILL. 

 

DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

THANK YOU, DEAR SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE. THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL NUMBER 290-38, WHICH ALLOWS GMHA TO 

OUTSOURCE DIETARY SERVICES. THIS LEGISLATION PROVIDES GMHA AN OPTION THAT CAN 

BRING MEANINGFUL BENEFITS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COST SAVINGS, OPERATIONAL 

EFFICIENCIES, AND IMPROVED FOOD QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROMISING QUALITY OR 

ACCOUNTABILITY. OUTSOURCING DIETARY SERVICES ALLOWS GMHA TO FOCUS ON ITS CORE 

MISSION TO DELIVER QUALITY HEALTH CARE BY REDUCING THE ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL, 

AND OPERATIONAL BURDEN OF RUNNING FOOD SERVICES. FOOD SERVICE OPERATIONS ARE 

RESOURCE INTENSIVE AND COST GMHA 4 MILLION TO 5 MILLION A YEAR FOR PERSONNEL 

SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE. THE CURRENT CALCULATED COST PER 

MEAL SERVED HAS NEARLY DOUBLED, GOING FROM $14.12 IN 2015 TO $26.97 IN 2025. THIS IS DUE 

TO INCREASED IN THE GENERAL PAY PLAN AND THE HIGH COST OF SUPPLIES SUCH AS MEAT AND 

VEGETABLES. QUALIFIED VENDORS CAN LEVERAGE BULK PURCHASING AND OPERATIONAL 

EFFICIENCIES, HELPING TO REDUCE EXPENSES AND REDIRECT FUNDS TO CRITICAL MEDICAL 

SERVICES. VENDORS CAN ALSO PROVIDE ENHANCED MENU OPTIONS TO IMPROVE PATIENT, 

VISITOR, AND EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCES. FOR FY2027, WE ANTICIPATE AN OVERALL SAVINGS OF 

1.4 MILLION IN DIETARY SERVICES OUTSOURCING. THIS COST SAVINGS IS CONTINGENT UPON THE 

SUCCESSFUL PROCUREMENT OF SUCH SERVICES AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH AN AWARDED 

VENDOR. IMPORTANTLY, THIS BILL DOES NOT REQUIRE OUTSOURCING. IT SIMPLY PROVIDES 

FLEXIBILITY AND GMHA CAN EVALUATE WHAT WORKS BEST FOR ITS PATIENTS, WORKFORCE 

AND OPERATIONAL NEEDS. FURTHER, THIS LEGISLATION IS NOT ABOUT REPLACING PEOPLE. IT'S 

ABOUT STRENGTHENING SYSTEMS WITH PROPER IMPLEMENTATION. OUTSOURCING CAN 

PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO CURRENT STAFF FOR PATHWAYS FOR CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AS WELL AS RETRAINING, UPSKILLING, AND PROMOTIONAL GROWTH. 

SI YUUS MAASE. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

ANYONE ELSE GOING TO BE TESTIFYING FROM GMH ON THIS BILL? NO. OKAY. WE WILL NOW OPEN 

IT UP FOR QUESTIONS. SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

YES. THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR, AND GOOD MORNING TO YOU AND GOOD MORNING TO THE 

GMHA FAMILY THAT ARE WITH US TODAY. AND LET ME JUST START BY SAYING IT'S ONLY BEEN 

A COUPLE DAYS SINCE THE OVERSIGHT HEARING. SO, IT'S GOOD TO SEE YOU ALL AGAIN ON THIS 

SIDE OF THE ISLAND. SO, THANK YOU FOR JOINING US THIS MORNING. FOR THE BENEFIT OF OUR 

COMMUNITY WHO ARE FOLLOWING THE DISCUSSION ON THIS BILL, WHAT PORTION OF GMHA'S 
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PROJECTED INCOME OF 133.6 MILLION IN FY 2026 REPRESENTS REVENUE THAT WAS GENERATED 

SPECIFICALLY BY THE HOSPITAL'S DIETARY AND CAFETERIA SERVICES. 

 

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

THE ANNUAL REVENUE FROM DIETARY SERVICES IS ABOUT $400,000 A YEAR. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU SO MUCH, YUKA. I'M JUST GOING TO ADD A BIT OF A PERSONAL STORY. I 

WATCHED MY LATE AUNT AT GMH WHEN SHE WAS THERE. WHETHER SHE ATE HER MEAL OR 

PUSHED IT AWAY, TOLD OUR FAMILY EVERYTHING ABOUT HOW HER RECOVERY WAS GOING. CAN 

YOU SPEAK TO HOW PATIENT FOOD SATISFACTION AND INTAKE WOULD BE MONITORED UNDER 

AN OUTSOURCED TYPE OF MODEL? 

 

BELLA RADA 

GOOD MORNING SENATORS. SO THE WAY WE DO IT UH WE HAVE THE GUEST RELATIONS WHO 

SPEAK WITH THE PATIENTS ALSO AND WE HAVE CLINICAL DIETICIAN REGISTERED DIETICIANS 

WHO FOLLOWED THE PATIENTS WHETHER THEY FINISH ALL THE FOOD THEIR WEIGHT GAIN OR 

WEIGHT LOSS. SO IN THIS INSTANCE WE WOULD LIKE TO KEEP THE CLINICAL NUTRITION SO THAT 

THEY CAN STILL FOLLOW WHATEVER IS BEING DONE RIGHT NOW BECAUSE THIS REGISTERED 

DIETICIANS ARE THE ONE WHO FOLLOWED ALL THE PATIENTS NUTRITION WISE IF THEY'RE 

MALNOURISHED FROM THE START OF ADMISSION TO DISCHARGE. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU. OUR PEOPLE ON GUAM HAVE SPECIFIC CULTURAL FOOD PREFERENCES. 

WHAT ASSURANCE CAN YOU GIVE THE COMMITTEE THAT A CONTRACTED VENDOR WOULD 

PERHAPS HONOR THAT? 

 

DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

SO THAT WOULD BE PART OF OUR SCOPE OF SERVICES THAT WE REQUIRE. WE CAN INCLUDE 

CULTURAL FOODS. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THAT. ALSO, WHAT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO 

CONFIRM WHETHER ANY PERFORMANCE-BASED REVIEW HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY THE 

AUTHORITIES’ CURRENT OR PAST LEADERSHIP OF THE ORGANIZATION'S DIETARY AND 

CAFETERIA SERVICES. RECOGNIZING THAT ALTHOUGH, AND I KNOW YOU MENTIONED A BIT 

EARLIER, WE'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT THE STAFFING OR IMPACTS TO IT. ALTHOUGH THE 

STAFFING LEVEL FOR THESE SERVICES AVERAGED AROUND 50 POSITIONS DURING FY2025 AND 

FY2026, THE HOSPITAL REQUIRES 1.5 MILLION FOR DIETARY FOOD SERVICE SUPPLIES OR $250,000 

LESS THAN ITS FY2025 BUDGET OF $1.7 MILLION ACCORDING TO YOUR BUDGET REQUEST IN 2026. 

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

I'M SORRY. COULD YOU REPEAT THAT? 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

YEAH. HAVE YOU GUYS REVIEWED THE PERFORMANCE WHEN YOU'RE GIVING MONEY FOR 

SPECIFIC SERVICE? ARE YOU EVEN LOOKING AT WHETHER IT'S IN FACT DELIVERING AS IT'S 

SUPPOSED TO?  
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YUKA HECHANOVO 

YES, WE HAVE THE PATIENT EXPERIENCE SURVEYS THAT ARE GIVEN TO THE PATIENTS AND THEY 

DO PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON A VARIETY OF THINGS INCLUDING THE QUALITY OF THE FOOD. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

RIGHT. AND SO IF THE SURVEY I MEAN CAN YOU FOR THE COMMITTEE CAN YOU TELL US HOW 

WHAT PERCENTAGE ACTUALLY DO THE SURVEY? I KNOW THAT PEOPLE ARE ON THERE THEY 

WANT TO GO HOME. THEY DON'T WANT TO BE THERE ANY MINUTE LONGER THAN THEY HAVE TO 

BE. OBVIOUSLY, JUST THE STRESS OF BEING IN A MEDICAL FACILITY, BUT IS IT A PRETTY HIGH 

PERCENTAGE, LOW PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE THAT ACTUALLY DO THAT SURVEY, ESPECIALLY 

WHEN WE THINK ABOUT THE FOOD PART OF IT ALL OR DIETARY PART OF IT ALL. IF YOU DON'T 

HAVE IT, THAT'S OKAY. BUT I'M HOPING THAT YOU CAN AT LEAST GET IT BACK TO THE 

COMMITTEE AS WE ARE IN BEFORE WE DO THE MARKUP OF THE BILL. IS THAT OKAY? THAT'S FAIR. 

OKAY, NO PROBLEM. LET ME JUST GO TO MY LAST QUESTION, MADAM CHAIR. ACKNOWLEDGING 

THAT THE TRUSTEES HAS MANDATED HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT TO SUBMIT A DETAILED 

REDUCTION IN FORCE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN. WHAT INFORMATION IS PUBLICLY AVAILABLE ON 

THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE OUTSOURCING OF NON-PATIENT DIETARY AND CAFETERIA SERVICES 

HAS BEEN CONSIDERED SINCE THE ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NUMBER 2026-08 ON OCTOBER 

29TH, 2025. 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

SENATOR TO SPEAK TO THE COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE EMPLOYEES. WHAT LEGAL HAD FOUND 

AND DISCOVERED WORKING WITH THE COMMITTEE IS THAT THERE IS A RESTRICTION ON THE 

OUTSOURCING OF ALL DIETARY SERVICES AT THE HOSPITAL. SO, THE DISCUSSIONS WERE 

HALTED UNTIL SUCH TIME WE COULD FIND THERE'S A LEGISLATIVE APPETITE TO CHANGE THAT 

POLICY. SO WE KNOW EXACTLY HOW WE FORMULATE THE RULES. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

YES. AND THANK YOU UH FOR SHARING THAT IMPORTANT ASPECT UH TO THE COMMITTEE. 

MADAM CHAIR, THAT'S ALL THE QUESTIONS I HAVE. THANK YOU, GMH, FOR BEING WITH US THIS 

MORNING. I APPRECIATE YOUR TIME. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO. COULD YOU PROVIDE US HOW MANY EMPLOYEES 

ARE CURRENTLY WORKING IN THE CAFETERIA? 

 

BELLE RADA 

RIGHT NOW, SENATOR, WE HAVE ABOUT 38 IN THE CAFETERIA ITSELF. SEVEN OF WHICH ARE IN 

SNU AND THAT DOESN'T INCLUDE THE AND IT INCLUDES THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE MANAGER 

AND THE CHEF'S SUPERVISOR. THOSE ARE JUST IN THE CAFETERIA. IT DOESN'T INCLUDE THE 

REGISTERED DIETICIANS, THE DIETARY TECHNICIANS. IT DOESN'T INCLUDE THAT. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

HOW MANY MEALS DO YOU GUYS PREPARE ON AVERAGE A DAY?  

 

BELLE RADA 

ON AVERAGE, WE HAVE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, AND DINNER. SO, I CAN SPEAK ABOUT MONTHLY. 

WE PREPARE ABOUT IF I'M REMEMBER CORRECTLY ABOUT THREE NO MORE THAN THAT 347 IF 

NOT MORE PER MONTH BECAUSE THAT'S FOR BREAKFAST LUNCH AND DINNER FOR ALL THE 

PATIENTS.  
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CARLOS PANGELINAN 

WE HAVE DATA FROM OUR COST REPORTS THAT TELL US HOW MANY MEALS HAVE ACTUALLY 

BEEN DISTRIBUTED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 IT WAS ABOUT 1962 266. IN 2020 

IT WAS 191265 AND IN 2015 IT WAS ACTUALLY A BIT HIGHER AT 218 897. SO AS YOU CAN SEE THERE 

ACTUALLY HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT OF AN ADJUSTMENT OR A DECLINE OVER THE YEARS OVER THE 

LAST 10 YEARS BUT THE COST OF THE DIETARY SERVICES HAS GRADUALLY BEEN GOING UP. SO 

WE NEED TO FIGURE OUT WAYS TO ALIGN PATIENT DEMAND WITH THE ACTUAL OPERATIONAL 

COST OF THE DIETARY SERVICES. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

WHAT ABOUT FOR THE PUBLIC? BECAUSE YOU CAN GO THERE, RIGHT, AND JUST GO GET LUNCH 

IF YOU WANT OVER AT THE GMH CAFETERIA OR DO THESE NUMBERS INCORPORATE MEALS THAT 

ARE. 

 

CARLOS PANGELINAN 

NO. THESE MEALS ARE PURELY FOR PATIENT SERVICES. THE CAFETERIA ITSELF IS KIND OF AT 

LEAST IN TERMS OF HOW CMS LOOKS AT OUR COSTS, IT'S REALLY MORE OF A SORT OF LIKE AN 

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT IN A WAY IF YOU WANTED TO THINK ABOUT IT. WHEREAS THE BULK OF THE 

COST IS REALLY THE FOOD SERVICES THAT ARE DISTRIBUTED OUT TO THE PATIENTS. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

OKAY. AND SO JUST SO I'M CLEAR, SO THE REVENUE YOU GENERATE FROM DIETARY SERVICES IS 

$400,000 ANNUALLY, BUT IT COSTS ANYWHERE BETWEEN 4 TO 5 MILLION DOLLARS FOR 

PERSONNEL SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT. 

 

CARLOS PANGELINAN 

YEAH. AND OVERHEAD AS WELL. NOT JUST THE COST, THE DIRECT COST OF THE DIETARY 

SERVICES, BUT ALSO MAINTENANCE OF THE FACILITY, ADMINISTRATIVE, UTILITIES, AND ETC.  

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

AND IF THIS BILL WERE TO BECOME LAW, YOU'RE LOOKING AT SAVING AT LEAST $1.4 MILLION.  

 

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

THE PRELIMINARY PROJECTIONS SHOW THAT. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

YES. OKAY. THANK YOU, SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

SI YUUS MAASE AND GOOD MORNING COLLEAGUES, ESPECIALLY GOOD MORNING TO THE GUAM 

MEMORIAL HARD WORKING GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL INDIVIDUALS. I KNOW I WANT TO 

THANK YOU FOR THAT TOUR THAT YOU GAVE THE SENATORS THE OTHER DAY AND SEE THE 

PROGRESS FROM IT. SO, I GREATLY APPRECIATE IT. IT'S NICE TO SEE YOU KNOW ALL THE HARD 

WORK ON BOTH SIDES THAT HAVE BEEN DOING. WE'VE BEEN GIVING YOU THE FUNDING AND IT'S 

GLAD TO SEE THAT IT'S WORKING. BUT THAT BEING SAID UH GOING FURTHER AND DEEPER INTO 

THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ON AREAS THAT YOU CAN CORRECT AND THIS IS ONE WAY THAT 

OR NOT CORRECT BUT JUST YOU KNOW MINIMIZE THE COST AND BE MORE EFFICIENT WITH YOUR 

FUNDING. I KNOW YUKA YOU'VE TRIED VERY HARD TO FIND WAYS TO YOU KNOW GIVE THE SAME 

https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Introduced_38th/Bill%20No.%20290-38%20(COR).pdf


Page 7 of 44 

 

Committee Report Digest: Public Hearing Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), 

CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING 

OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Wednesday April 8, 2026, at 8:00 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

 

 

QUALITY OF SERVICE. NOT LOSING THAT BUT FINDING A MORE COST-EFFICIENT WAY OF DOING 

SO. NOW THIS BILL IF IT WERE TO PASS IT DOESN'T OBLIGATE YOU TO DO SO. IT JUST GIVES YOU 

THE AUTHORITY. DR. IS THAT TRUE? JUST GIVES YOU THE AUTHORITY TO DO SO IF YOU WANT TO. 

 

 

DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

THAT IS CORRECT.  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

WILL YOU STILL HAVE TO GO TO THE BOARD AFTER YOU'VE IF THE BILL PASSES, WOULD YOU 

STILL NEED TO GO TO THE BOARD TO GET THEIR APPROVAL OR CAN YOU JUST MOVE FORWARD 

WITHOUT THE BOARD'S APPROVAL? 

 

DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

THE BOARD HAS ALREADY CONCURRED WITH THIS PLAN. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. SO, IT AND THEN THEY LEAVE IT UP TO THE ADMINISTRATION TO MOVE FORWARD WITH 

THAT.  

 

DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

THAT IS CORRECT, SENATOR. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. SO, WE ALWAYS WORRY ABOUT, YOU KNOW, WHEN WE'RE CONTRACTING OUT SERVICES 

AND WE LOOK AT OUR EMPLOYEES THAT ARE CURRENTLY THERE. NOW, WILL THERE BE 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH A VENDOR OR, YOU KNOW, THERE'S OF COURSE GOING TO GO THROUGH THE 

PROCUREMENT PROCESS? YOU'RE GOING TO PUT THE SPECIFICATIONS IN THERE. WOULD ONE OF 

THEM BE THERE TO AVAIL THE COMPANY OF USING THE CURRENT EMPLOYEES? 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

THAT'S A GREAT UH QUESTION, SENATOR. YES, OUR RFPS INCLUDE FIRST RIGHT OF REFUSAL FOR 

OUR EMPLOYEES. AND IF YOU LOOK AT THE COST FOR THE EMPLOYEE, THEIR WAGE EARNERS AT 

APPROXIMATELY 12, MAYBE $14 AN HOUR. BUT IT'S WHERE THE GOVERNMENT BENEFITS BRING, 

I THINK SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE TO THE COST ON THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. WE CAN POTENTIALLY 

SEE THE VENDOR OFFER THESE EMPLOYEES A HIGHER WAGE AND MORE TRAINING 

OPPORTUNITIES. THAT'S BEEN OUR EXPERIENCE.  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

YOU KNOW, AS THE OVERSIGHT CHAIR OF RETIREMENT, YOU KNOW, I LOOK AT OF OUR 

EMPLOYEES. ONCE UPON A TIME IN BACK IN THE 80S, BEING A GOVERNMENT OF GUAM EMPLOYEE 

HAD SO MANY GREAT BENEFITS TO A POINT IT COULD BANKRUPT OUR RETIREMENT AND THAT'S 

WHY PEOPLE WANTED TO GO WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM. BUT IT DOES HAVE SOME 

SECURITY WITH THAT PERSPECTIVE. SO, WHAT HAPPENS THEN OF THESE EMPLOYEES IF THEY 

DECIDE TO JUMP, YOU KNOW, DO THEY I MEAN WE NOW HAVE LIKE 401KS AND STUFF LIKE THAT. 

SO HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ASK THE VENDOR HOW THEY'RE GOING TO ABIDE WITH THE 

RETIREMENT OR HOW ARE THEY GOING TO FULFILL THE RETIREMENT BENEFITS? 

 

JESSE QUENGA 
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SO IT WOULD BE DEPENDENT ON THE SELECTED OFFERORS FRINGE BENEFIT OFFERING TO THOSE 

EMPLOYEES THAT ARE AFFECTED BY THE OUTSOURCING AND ULTIMATELY THE GOVERNMENT 

HAS A LOT OF LATITUDE TO INCLUDE IN THE SPECIFICATIONS WHAT EXTENT THEY FIRST RIGHT 

REFUSAL BEING ONE COMPENSATION AND OTHER FACTORS ARE EVALUATED WHEN THEY 

SUBMIT THE REQUEST TO OFFER. 
 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY, PLEASE KEEP THAT IN MIND WHEN YOU'RE DOING YOUR RFP AND YOU'RE SOLICITING TO 

HELP THESE EMPLOYEES. THE OTHER QUESTION I HAD IS THERE ANYTHING IN THERE WHEN WELL 

YOU KNOW WHAT WHAT'S GOING ON WITH OPERATION EPIC FURY AND EVERYBODY 

EXPERIENCING ISSUES WITH PROVIDING SERVICES. IS THERE ANYTHING DURING THE SERVICE OF 

SUPPLYING YOU KNOW FOOD TO THOSE AT GMH IF THERE'S A DISRUPTION OR ANYTHING LIKE 

THAT? IS THERE GOING TO BE ANYTHING IN THE RFP TO PROVIDE ANY KIND OF BACKUP 

CONSIDERING THIS SITUATION THAT WE'RE IN RIGHT NOW? IT'S SAFETY PRECAUTIONS, IN OTHER 

WORDS, AND INCORPORATING THAT INTO A CONTRACT IS I THINK WE NEED TO DO THAT NOW. I 

MEAN, WE'RE LOOKING AT THE WORLD TODAY, WHAT'S HAPPENING.  WE NEED TO PUT 

SOMETHING LIKE THAT IN THERE. 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

ABSOLUTELY, SENATOR. AND WE CAN SHARE WITH THE COMMITTEE AND YOURSELF ONCE WE 

SEE A FAVORABLE POLICY DECISION FOR THIS BILL AND WE BEGIN TO FORMULATE THE FULL 

RFP, WE CAN SHARE THAT WITH THE COMMITTEE SO THEY CAN REVIEW WHAT EXACTLY THE 

GOVERNMENT IS IN SEARCH FOR. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

AND IN THE EVENT FOR SOME REASON YOUR CONTRACTOR, WHOEVER YOU CONTRACT PULLS 

OUT AT LAST MINUTE, WILL YOU HAVE A CONTINGENCY PLAN IN PLACE? AND I HOPE YOU DO 

BECAUSE EVERYBODY NEEDS THAT, YOU KNOW, BACKUP PLAN A, PLAN A, PLAN B, PLAN C, YOU 

KNOW, SCENARIO. SO, THERE'S NO QUESTION TO THAT JUST TO FOR A CONSIDERATION IN THE 

EVENT THEY BACK UP FOR SOME REASON THAT YOU HAVE A CONTINGENCY PLAN. OKAY. OTHER 

THAN THAT, I'M SURE THAT YOU'VE DONE EVERYTHING YOU CAN POSSIBLE TO FIND WAYS TO 

CUT COST, YOU KNOW, AND SO I JUST HOPE THAT IT'S NOT AT THE DETRIMENT OF THOSE 

HARDWORKING INDIVIDUALS AT GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL THAT IF YOU DO THAT THEY'RE 

PLACED IN OTHER AREAS TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE YOU KNOW THEIR FAMILIES WITH A LIVING. 

OKAY. SO, OTHER THAN THAT, THANK YOU SO MUCH AND AGAIN THANK YOU FOR THAT TOUR. I 

GREATLY APPRECIATE ALL THE HARD WORK THAT YOU DID. THANK YOU, 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THANK YOU. GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE. SO, I JUST WANTED TO CHECK ON A COUPLE THINGS. 

SO, I DON'T THINK WE WERE PROVIDED THE WRITTEN TESTIMONY, BUT I WANTED TO FIND OUT IF 

SO, YOU SAID THERE'S YOU CURRENTLY SPEND $4 MILLION. HOW MUCH OF THAT IS ON 

PERSONNEL ON THIS 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

I CAN OFFER THAT YUKA. SO INCLUSIVE OF THE TECHNICIANS BOTH SALARY AND BENEFITS 

AMOUNTS TO 2 MILLION726,000 AND THEN WE CAN PROVIDE THIS ALSO TO THE COMMITTEE SO 

YOU CAN HAVE THAT FOR THE REPORT. 
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SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. SO, AND THEN YOU SAID YOU ESTIMATE THAT IF YOU CONTRACT THIS OUT, YOU'RE 

GOING TO HAVE A $1.4 MILLION SAVINGS. DO YOU HAVE A LIKE A COST ANALYSIS ON THAT? CAN 

WE GET THAT? WE HAVE NOTHING IN FRONT OF US THAT SHOWS.  

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

YES, WE CAN PROVIDE THE COST ANALYSIS. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. SO, THAT DOES THAT COST ANALYSIS OF $1.4 MILLION SAVINGS INCLUDE THE 

VENDOR IS GOING TO PICK UP THE $2.7 MILLION IN EMPLOYEES.  

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

YES. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. AND YOU WERE SAYING THAT THERE WAS THAT YOU'RE ESTIMATING THEY'RE GOING 

TO GET SAVINGS IN BULK PURCHASES. I DON'T KNOW. I JUST REMEMBER WHEN WE DID THIS OR 

NOT ME BUT WHEN THE SENATORS DID THIS FOR DOE AND THOUGHT THERE WAS GOING TO BE 

COST SAVINGS THAT'S NOT WHAT ENDED UP HAPPENING AND THE EMPLOYEES I THINK ALL 

PREFERRED TO HAVE THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM JOBS AND BENEFITS AND I THINK EVEN SOME 

OF YOU CAME FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR SO I THINK THAT'S STILL RELEVANT TODAY AS TO 

WHETHER THEY WANT THAT AND I KNOW ONE OF THE OTHER THINGS STATED THIS MORNING 

WAS THAT THIS IS NOT ABOUT GETTING RID OF PEOPLE, BUT I'M LOOKING AT THE BILL AND THE 

LAW THAT CURRENTLY EXISTS. SO, THE LAW CURRENTLY SAYS THAT YOU CAN CONTRACT THESE 

SERVICES OUT. IT SAYS SHALL NOT THAT IF YOU DO CONTRACT SHALL NOT APPLY OR PERTAIN 

TO REPLACING, SUPPLANTING, AND OR ELIMINATING GMH'S IN-HOUSE DIETETIC SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT. AND THAT'S THE PART OF THE LAW THAT WE WANT TO HAVE STRICKEN BY THIS 

BILL. SO, TO ME, IT'S ABSOLUTELY ABOUT THAT ABILITY TO GET RID OF EMPLOYEES AS OPPOSED 

TO PROTECTING THEM LIKE THIS REQUIRES. SO, THE BILL, IF IT'S PASSED THE WAY IT IS, HAS NO, 

PROTECTION AT ALL FOR THOSE EMPLOYEES. AND, I KNOW YOU'RE SAYING YOU HAVE AN RFP 

ALREADY MADE. 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

NO, WE DON'T. SENATOR TO CLARIFY ALL EMPLOYEES ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT ARE MERIT 

RECRUITED EMPLOYEES WILL STILL HAVE TO GO THROUGH ANY MERIT PROCESS FOR THEIR 

POTENTIAL REDUCTION IN FORCE AND WE WOULD FOLLOW THE PERSONAL RULES AND 

REGULATIONS. SO WE ENSURE THAT WE PROTECT THE MERIT CLASS EMPLOYEES. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SO YOU'RE GOING TO YOUR THAT'S THE PROCESS THAT THEY'RE ALLOWED. THERE'S NO SPECIAL 

PROCESS IN THIS THAT YOU'RE SAYING I THOUGHT YOU WERE SAYING THEY'RE GOING TO BE 

PICKED UP BY THESE CONTRACTORS.  

 

JESSE QUENGA 

IT WILL BE BUILT INTO THE RFP, SENATOR, THAT THEY BE GIVEN THE F FIRST RIGHT OF REFUSAL 

FOR ANY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY GENERATED BY THE OUTSOURCING OF THESE SERVICES. 

FOR THOSE EMPLOYEES THAT DO NOT SELECT TO TAKE THE OFFER UP, THEY'RE NOT 
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AUTOMATICALLY DISPLACED IF THAT'S THE CLARIFICATION YOU'RE SEEKING BECAUSE THEY'RE 

STILL MERIT EMPLOYEES AND WE HAVE A PROCESS TO UNDERGO 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THAT THEY GET OFFERED IN ANOTHER DIV AGENCY OR THEY COULD IF THERE'S AN OPENING 

RIGHT THAT'S THE PROCESS  

 

 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

OR RATHER SENATOR IF THERE ARE OTHER AREAS OF THE HOSPITAL THAT THEIR SKILL SETS ARE 

NEEDED THAT THEY COULD BE REASSIGNED TO THOSE DEPARTMENTS. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

YEAH. SO, HOW MANY EMPLOYEES ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? 

 

BELLE RADA 

WE HAVE 38 EMPLOYEES. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

CAN YOU TELL US YUKA, WHY? YEAH, JUST TELL US A LITTLE MORE ABOUT YOUR ANALYSIS OF 

WHY YOU THINK THERE'S A $1.4 MILLION SAVINGS.  

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

THE SAVINGS WILL CONSIST OF THE REDUCTION IN THE STAFF BENEFITS AND THE BENEFITS AND 

ALSO A BIG PORTION OF THAT IS ALSO THE PURCHASES OF SUPPLIES WHICH IS MAINLY IN THE 

DIETARY DEPARTMENT. IT'S FOR THE MEATS, VEGETABLES, THE INGREDIENTS THAT WE USE TO 

PREPARE ALL THE MEALS. WE ALSO HAVE SIGNIFICANT MAINTENANCE COSTS TO MAINTAIN ALL 

OF THE AGING EQUIPMENT IN THE KITCHEN. THAT WILL ALSO BE REDUCED AS WELL.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

WHEN THEY DID ANALYSIS WHEN THAT GEDA HIRED THE GMH CONSULTANT, WHAT DID THE GMH 

CONSULTANT SAY ABOUT REDUCING EMPLOYEES OR DIETARY SERVICES? DOES ANYONE KNOW? 

I KNOW YOU GUYS REVIEWED THE CON THE REPORTS AND PROVIDED YOUR FEEDBACK AS WELL. 

DID THEY SAY THAT'S THE PROBLEM THAT GMH HAS THAT THEY NEED TO REDUCE DIETARY 

EMPLOYEES? 

 

YUKA HECHANOVO 

NOT SPECIFICALLY. NO. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

WHAT DOES ANYONE KNOW WHAT THAT CONSULTANT SAY SAID ABOUT IT? COULD WE GET A 

COPY OF THAT SO THAT WE COULD ALSO LOOK AT THAT COMPARED TO THIS I GUESS PROPOSAL 

TO IMPROVE THE HOSPITAL VERSUS WHAT THE GEDA CONSULT GMH CONSULTANT SAID ABOUT 

IMPROVING THE HOSPITAL. 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

I THINK YOU ANSWERED THE QUESTION SENATOR IS A GEDA CONSULTANT AND A GEDA REPORT. 

THE HOSPITAL WAS ASKED IF WE WOULD SUPPORT THE RELEASE OF THE REPORT AND THE BOARD 
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OF TRUSTEES EXTENDED THAT SUPPORT TO GEDA. WE CAN DEFINITELY FOLLOW UP ON YOUR 

BEHALF IF THEY CAN SHARE A COPY OF SAID REPORT. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. SO, AS FAR AS YOU KNOW, THERE'S NO RECOMMENDATION THOUGH FOR WHAT WE'RE 

SEEING TODAY.  

 

JESSE QUENGA 

NO. AND TO THE BEST OF OUR RECOLLECTION, THAT REPORT INSTEAD TALKED ABOUT THE 

GOVERNMENT OF GUAM MERIT SYSTEM AND HOW IT HAD IMPOSED SOME UNFAIR PRACTICES OF 

MAINTAINING EMPLOYEES WHEN THERE WOULD BE IN THEIR EYES A PREFERRED METHOD FOR 

DISPLACING EMPLOYEES EASILY WHICH I THINK IS OPPOSITE OF WHAT THAT WE HAVE.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SAY THAT AGAIN.  

JESSE QUENGA 

YES. THE PART OF THE REPORT DIDN'T OFFER DIETARY SERVICES. INSTEAD, THEY DISCUSSED TO 

MY BEST RECOLLECTION AN ADDRESSING OF OUR MERIT SYSTEM. AND THEY WERE HOPING THAT 

THE POLICY MAKERS MIGHT ENTERTAIN A NEW SENSE OF UNCLASSIFIED STATUS AT THE 

HOSPITAL IN ORDER FOR EMPLOYEES TO EASILY BE OFFLOADED OR DISMISSED AT WILL BY 

MANAGEMENT. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. AND WHEN YOU SAID THAT THERE'S A LEGAL IMPEDIMENT, CAN YOU READ THAT TO 

US? WHAT YOU WERE TOLD ABOUT THE LEGAL IMPEDIMENT? DO YOU HAVE A LEGAL OPINION 

OR SOMETHING?  

 

JESSE QUENGA 

WE CAN REFER BACK TO THE BILL. SENATOR, THE BILL ITSELF IS A DIRECT EXTRACTION OF THE 

CITATION OF LAW.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THE LAW CURRENTLY ALLOWS CONTRACTING, RIGHT? 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

IT DOES ALLOW CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES EXCEPT FOR INPATIENT DIETARY SERVICES  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

EXCEPT THAT YOU CAN'T GET RID OF THE CURRENT IN-HOUSE DIETETIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT. 

THAT'S WHAT IT DID. IT PROTECTED THE EMPLOYEES AND THAT'S THE IMPEDIMENT. 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

AND SENATOR, WHAT WE'RE HOPING TO ACHIEVE THROUGH THE PASSAGE OF THIS BILL IS TO 

PRESENT A FULL ANALYSIS OF WHAT OUTSOURCING CAN TRULY ACHIEVE. WE'RE UNABLE TO 

DELIVER THAT IF OUTSOURCING IS RESTRICTED TO ONLY OUTPATIENT SERVICES WHICH AS YOU 

CAN HEAR FROM EARLIER TESTIMONY THAT PRESENTS SUCH A SMALL FRACTION OF THE TOTAL 

COST AND EXPENSES FOR THE OPERATION. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SO THERE IS NO ANALYSIS YET. YOU'RE SAYING  
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JESSE QUENGA 

WE HAVE FINANCIAL ANALYSIS THAT WE DID OFFER TO SHARE WITH THE COMMITTEE. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SO YOU DO HAVE A FINANCIAL ANALYSIS EVEN WITH THIS IMPEDIMENT TO KEEP THE EMPLOYEES 

RIGHT. IT'S NOT AN IMPEDIMENT. IT WAS PURPOSELY PUT IN THERE. BUT RIGHT NOW GMH IS 

ALLOWED TO CONTRACT BUT JUST HAS NOT DECIDED TO DO THAT. RIGHT. 

 

JESSE QUENGA 

THE AUTHORIZATION TO CONTRACT SENATOR RESTRICTED ONLY TO OUTPATIENT DIETETIC 

SERVICES. THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE BILL IS TO EXPAND TO ALLOW THE HOSPITAL TO 

CONSIDER OUTSOURCING OF ALL DIETARY SERVICES. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

WELL, IT SAYS IT SHOULD NOT REPLACE THE PLANT OR ELIMINATE THE IN-HOUSE DIETETIC 

SERVICES DEPARTMENT THOSE PEOPLE, BUT IT DIDN'T SAY YOU COULDN'T CONTRACT THAT OUT. 

I DON'T THINK THAT'S WHY I WANT TO SEE WHAT WHAT'S YOUR WHAT YOU'VE BEEN 

TOLD.WHAT'S YOUR LEGAL ANALYSIS THAT YOU'RE WORKING ON? YOUR COST BENEFIT 

ANALYSIS AS WELL. IF THERE'S A SAVINGS AND WE'RE GOING TO GET EQUAL QUALITY, THEN OF 

COURSE IT'S A GOOD IDEA. BUT I'M JUST SAYING IN PAST EXPERIENCE, WE HAVEN'T SEEN THAT.  

 

DR. JOLEEN AGUON 

SO, I'D LIKE SORRY, SENATOR. THERE'S TWO ISSUES HERE. ONE IS SO THE CURRENT LAW ALLOWS 

US TO OUTSOURCE THE CAFETERIA, BUT IT DOESN'T ALLOW THE VENDOR WHO IS COOKING IN 

THE CAFETERIA TO ALSO COOK FOR THE PATIENTS. SO, THE COST SAVINGS WOULD BE THAT THIS 

VENDOR CAN DO BULK PURCHASING FOR ALL THE FOOD THAT'S PREPARED IN THE HOSPITAL 

WHETHER IT'S FOR THE CAFETERIA OR FOR THE PATIENTS. THAT'S WHERE THE COST SAVINGS IS 

GOING TO UNDERSTAND  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THAT'S WHAT HE'S SAYING AS WELL. BUT I JUST I WANT THAT'S WHY I WANT TO SEE YOUR LEGAL 

ANALYSIS WHY YOU SAY THAT'S NOT ALLOWED BECAUSE THEY JUST WANT TO SEE THAT. YEAH. 

BECAUSE IT'S VERY CLEAR THAT CONTRACTING IS ALLOWED AND THEN THE ONLY RESTRICTION 

IS THAT YOU CAN'T GET RID OF THE IN-HOUSE DIETETIC SERVICES PEOPLE. YEAH. ALL RIGHT. 

THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR. SI YUUS MAASE 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE. IS THERE ANYBODY ELSE THAT IS HERE TO TESTIFY ON 

BILL 290? IF NOT, THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING TODAY'S, PUBLIC HEARING. ALSO, THANK YOU FOR 

THE WORK AND THE CHANGES THAT, YOU'RE DOING AT THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. BILL 

290 IS FULLY HEARD BY THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND VETERANS AFFAIRS. WE WILL NOW 

MOVE ON TO BILL 295. AGAIN, BILL 295 IS A MEASURE THAT WAS INTRODUCED TO ADDRESS THE 

NEED FOR CLEAR LICENSURE STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS. CURRENTLY, GUAM 

LACKS A FORMAL LICENSURE FRAMEWORK FOR THESE PROFESSIONALS DESPITE THE CRITICAL 

ROLE THEY PLAY IN SUPPORTING STUDENTS MENTAL HEALTH, BEHAVIORAL NEEDS, AND 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THE BILL ESTABLISHES CLEAR STANDARDS, ALIGNS GUAM WITH NATIONAL 

BEST PRACTICES, AND FORMALLY RECOGNIZES SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY WITHIN THE HEALING 

ARTS AND ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS. IMPORTANTLY, IT ALSO INCLUDES A GRANDFATHER 

PROVISION TO ENSURE CURRENT PRACTITIONERS CAN CONTINUE SERVING WITHOUT 
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DISRUPTION. THIS IS ESPECIALLY URGENT AS OUR SCHOOLS FACE INCREASING DEMANDS FOR 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AND EARLY INTERVENTION. IF WE ARE SERIOUS ABOUT SUPPORTING 

OUR STUDENTS, THEN WE MUST ENSURE THE PROFESSIONALS SERVING THEM ARE PROPERLY 

CREDENTIALED, SUPPORTED, AND HELD TO CONSISTENT STANDARDS. THIS BILL CLOSES THAT 

GAP. AT THIS TIME I'D LIKE TO INVITE WELL YOU'RE ALREADY HERE SO IF YOU COULD UM 

INTRODUCE YOURSELVES AND LET US KNOW IN WHAT CAPACITY YOU ARE TESTIFYING TODAY 

AND PLEASE SPEAK CLOSELY INTO THE MICROPHONE. THANK YOU. WE'LL BEGIN WITH YOU AS 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

 

JUDITH WON PAT 

BUENAS AND HAFA ADAI HONORABLE SENATORS SENATOR SABRINA MANTANANE, SENATOR 

SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE AND SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE BUENES 

HAFA ADAI. I AM JUDITH WON PAT ACTING SUPERINTENDENT OF THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION I'M WRITING TO EXPRESS MY STRONG SUPPORT OF BILL 295-38 THAT DEFINES A 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST AND ESTABLISHES LICENSING REQUIREMENTS THAT MEET NATIONAL 

STANDARDS WITH A SLIGHT MODIFICATION. I RECOMMEND THAT THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

LICENSURE SECTION THAT REFERENCES PRACTICE 2 IN SECTION 12A 12 02 C BE NON-SPECIFIC IN 

ORDER TO ALLOW FOR ALTERNATIVE EXAMINATIONS THAT MEASURE COMPETENCY AND 

NATIONAL STANDARDS RATHER THAN A SPECIFIC TEST NAME. THE GRANDFATHER PROVISION IS 

AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION AND PROVIDES RELIEF FROM THE 

QUANDARY FACING THE SIX EMPLOYEES WHO ARE CURRENTLY EMPLOYED BY GDOE AS 

PSYCHOLOGIST AND LICENSED BY THE GUAM ALLIED HEALTH BOARD EXAMINERS AS MENTAL 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS. SINCE THE POST COVID PANDEMIC, THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN HAVE 

SEEN A SHARP INCREASE IN STUDENTS EXPERIENCING CASES OF EMOTIONAL DYSREGULATION 

SUCH AS ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, TRAUMA RESPONSES, AND BEHAVIORAL NEEDS ACROSS AGE 

AND GENDER. SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE THE BEST EQUIPPED TO ADDRESS THE INTENSIVE 

NEEDS OF TIER THREE STUDENTS WHO REQUIRE HIGHLY INDIVIDUALIZED DATA DRIVEN 

INTERVENTIONS. THEY BRING SPECIALIZED EXPERTISE IN MENTAL HEALTH, BEHAVIORAL 

SCIENCE, AND EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT THAT DIRECTLY BRIDGES THE GAP FOR THESE 

STUDENTS, ENABLING THEM TO THRIVE ACADEMICALLY, SOCIALLY, AND EMOTIONALLY. 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE SKILLED IN CONDUCTING PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL AND 

BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENTS TO IDENTIFY MALADAPTIVE ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR, LEARNING 

DISABILITIES, ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER, ADHD, AND SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 

NEEDS. TO ADDRESS ATTENDANCE, DISCIPLINE, AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT NEEDS, SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS DESIGN, MONITOR, AND EVALUATE INDIVIDUALIZED TIER THREE 

INTERVENTIONS SUCH AS SHORT-TERM THERAPY, CRISIS INTERVENTION, AND SUICIDE RISK 

ASSESSMENT. THIS ALSO INCLUDES TRAINING FACULTY, STAFF AND FAMILIES IN BEHAVIOR 

SUPPORTS AND TRAUMA INFORMED PRACTICES ESSENTIAL TO STUDENT SUCCESS. THE 

DEPARTMENT HAS ESTABLISHED A MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT FRAMEWORK THAT 

EMBEDS THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST TO HELP CLOSE THE ADVANCEMENT THE ACHIEVEMENT 

GAPS IN PERFORMANCE, REDUCE BEHAVIORAL OFFENSES, IMPROVE ATTENDANCE AND 

GRADUATION RATES, AND CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL 

STUDENTS. IN CLOSING, I WANT TO THANK DR. AMY BALAJADIA, THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE GUAM 

BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINERS, FOR HER TREMENDOUS EFFORT AND RESPONSE TO THE 

UNIQUE NEEDS OF THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. I URGE ALL SENATORS TO PRIORITIZE 

THIS LEGISLATION AS AN INVESTMENT IN STUDENT SUCCESS. ESTABLISHING A SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION IS BOTH A PRACTICAL AND EVIDENCE-BASED APPROACH THAT WILL 

IMPROVE STUDENT SAFETY, WELL-BEING, AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS. ON BEHALF OF THE 

DEPARTMENT, I THANK THE 38TH LEGISLATURE FOR INTRODUCING BILL 295-38, SI YUUS MAASE, 

FOR THEIR CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION. 
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SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SPEAKER WON PAT. DR. BALAJADIA, DID YOU WANT TO TESTIFY NEXT?  

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

GOOD MORNING, SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE, AND SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. THANK YOU. HAFA ADAI. SENATOR 

SABRINA SALAS MATANANE AND HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND 

VETERAN AFFAIRS. I'M DR. BALAJADIA, A CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST FOR 41 YEARS. I'VE BEEN 

SERVING ON THE GUAM BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINERS FOR 23 YEARS, AN ELECTED 

CHAIRPERSON FOR THE LAST 16 YEARS. ALSO HAVE SERVED ON THE COMMISSION ON THE 

HEALING ARTS FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS AND THE CHAIRPERSON ELECT. THANK YOU FOR 

INTRODUCING THE SELECT BILL TO INCLUDE THE PROFESSION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY FOR 

LICENSURE UNDER THE OFFICES OF THE GUAM BOARD OF LI HEALTH EXAMINER IN GUAM. 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY SHOULD BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE GENERAL PRACTICE OF HEALTH 

SERVICE PSYCHOLOGY. PROPERLY ESTABLISHED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN THE GOVERN GUAM 

PROFESSIONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM SPEAK HIGHLY OF EMPLOYEES CURRENTLY PROVIDING 

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM. THE SUBJECT BILL WOULD PUT IN PLACE OF 

THAT THE PROFESSION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IS VALUED AND NECESSARY IN THE REQUIRED 

SERVICE OF OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM. I'M HOPEFUL THAT THE DISTINGUISHED SENATORS OF THE 

38TH GUAM LEGISLATURE WILL AGREE WITH ME. THEREFORE, I URGE THAT THIS BILL BE PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY, WHICH IS SET ONLY TO BENEFIT THE CHILDREN AND PARENTS OF GUAM AND 

THIS COMMUNITY. THANK YOU. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, DR. BALAJADIA.  

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

GOOD MORNING, DISTINGUISHED HEALTH COMMITTEE MEMBERS. SENATOR SABRINA, CHAIR OF 

THIS COMMITTEE, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE, AND SENATOR 

THERESE TERLAJE. MY NAME IS NADINE CEPEDA, THE LEAD DISTRICT SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST AT 

THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. I STAND BEFOREYOU AS A MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDER 

WITH 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE SERVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES OF GUAM AT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE NOW CALLED THE GUAM BEHAVIORAL 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER, CLIENT SERVICES AND FAMILY COUNSELING AT THE 

JUDICIARY OF GUAM AND CURRENTLY AT THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. I HAVE 

WATCHED CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS CARRY HEAVY ISSUES THAT NO CHILD SHOULD HAVE 

TO CARRY. I ASK YOU TO VOTE YES ON THIS BILL TO ESTABLISH A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 

BECAUSE BEHIND EVERY ATTENDANCE CHART AND TEST SCORES IS A HUMAN BEING WHOSE 

HEART, FEARS, AND HOPES SHAPE THEIR ABILITY TO LEARN. I THINK OF A SIXTH GRADER I KNEW 

WHEN I FIRST STARTED AT GDOE 10 YEARS AGO WHO CAME TO SCHOOL WITH A CLENCHED JAW 

AND A BACKPACK THAT WAS MORE THAN EXPECTED. SHE COULD DO THE MATH, BUT WHEN A 

QUESTION WAS ASKED, HER HANDS SHOOK AND SHE LEFT THE ROOM WITHOUT HELP FOR THREE 

YEARS. SHE WAS LABELED AS DESTRUCTIVE OR UNMOTIVATED. SHE WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL AND 

WAS OFTEN SUSPENDED FOR SMOKING AND SKIPPING. SHE WAS FINALLY REFERRED TO ME FOR 

ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS. SHE LEARNED SIMPLE BREATHING TOOLS, PRACTICED 

COPING SKILLS IN A SAFE SPACE, AND FELT SEEN. SHE LOVES NUMBERS AND IS CURRENTLY IN 

COLLEGE STUDYING TO BE A MATH TEACHER. IT TOOK SOMEONE LIKE ME WHO WAS TRAINED TO 

PROVIDE ASSESSMENTS AND THERAPEUTIC SERVICES TO HELP STUDENTS LIKE HER BELIEVE IN 

THEMSELVES, STAY REGULATED, AND FEEL ENCOURAGED THAT ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. I 
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THINK OF A KIND, QUIET STUDENT WHO AFTER SEVERAL LOSSES DURING COVID STOPPED 

TRUSTING ADULTS. TEACHERS WANTED TO HELP OUT BUT DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO HELP HIM. I 

TRAINED FACULTY AND SUPPORT STAFF ON TRAUMA INFORMED CARE AND SIGNS OF TRAUMA 

WHICH GUIDED STAFF, CONSULTED WITH ME AND IN RETURN IN THE SCHOOL TEAM INCLUDING 

THE DISTRICT OFFICE SUPPORTED THE FAMILY AND HELD THAT THE CHILD THROUGH GRIEF SO 

HE COULD KEEP LEARNING INSTEAD OF BEING LEFT BEHIND. PROUDLY HE IS GRADUATING THIS 

YEAR AS A TOP STUDENT IN ONE OF OUR HIGH SCHOOLS. HE WILL BE GOING OFF TO COLLEGE OFF 

ISLAND. THESE ARE NOT ISOLATED STORIES. ANXIETY, GRIEF, TRAUMA, SUBSTANCE MISUSE, 

DEPRESSION, AND OVERWHELM ARE SHOWING UP EARLY AND MORE INTENSELY. STUDENTS 

WITH UNTREATED EMOTIONAL NEEDS, MISS DAYS, FALL BEHIND, ACT OUT, OR WITHDRAWN. 

EVERY LOST LEARNING DAY CHIPS AWAY AT A CHILD'S FUTURE. EVERY MISSED OPPORTUNITY 

TO INTERVENE INCREASES THE CHANCE THEY WILL NEED FAR MORE INTENSIVE AND MORE 

COSTLY SERVICES LATER. NOT EVERY STUDENT IS AS LUCKY AS I MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY AND 

HAD SUCCESS STORIES, BUT RATHER STUDENTS WHO ARE SEXUALLY ASSAULTED, NEGLECTED, 

HOMELESS, HUNGRY, EXPOSED TO VIOLENCE, AND SUBSTANCE USE ARE OFTEN LABELED AS 

DELINQUENTS OR FREQUENTLY SUSPENDED. THERE ARE CURRENTLY SIX PSYCHOLOGISTS AT 

THE GUAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SERVING OVER 23,000 STUDENTS. YES, THAT NUMBER IS 

23. THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS RECOMMENDS A SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST TO STUDENT RATIO IS 1 TO 600, BUT THE CURRENT RATIO IS 1 TO 4,600. UNIVERSAL 

SCREENING WAS CONDUCTED IN EIGHT PILOT SCHOOLS, INCLUDING FOUR MIDDLE AND FOUR 

HIGH SCHOOLS, AND ONLY SEVENTH AND EIGHTH AND 10TH GRADERS WERE SCREENED. IN 

SCHOOL YEAR 2324, 216 STUDENTS WERE ORIENTED TO THE UNIVERSAL SCREENING AND 57 WERE 

ONLY SCREENED USING 57 WERE SCREENED FOR THE COLOMBIA SUICIDE TO VARY RATING 

SCALE. ONE STUDENT HAD ACTIVE THOUGHTS OF SUICIDE. SIX STUDENTS WERE REFERRED TO 

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES. IN SCHOOL YEAR 24-25, 1,828 STUDENTS WERE ORIENTED AND 

ONLY 264 WERE SCREENED WITH 31 STUDENTS REFERRED TO CPS. 63 STUDENTS SCREENED FOR 

SUICIDE, IDEATION, OR ATTEMPTS. IN SCHOOL YEAR 25-26, 1,710 WERE ORIENTED WITH THE SAME 

ALARMING NUMBERS. 63 WHERE STUDENTS WERE SCREENED FOR SUICIDE AND 31 CPS 

REFERRALS. THE DATA IS ALARMING AND THIS IS WHY I EMPHASIZE THAT THE GRANDFATHER 

PROVISION IN THIS BILL IS CRITICAL TO ENSURING A CONSISTENT LEVEL OF CARE FOR ALL 

STUDENTS AT GDOE. WE NEED TO BUILD CAPACITY TO PREVENT SUICIDE AND OTHER MENTAL 

HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE ISSUES SO KIDS SO STUDENTS CAN SUCCEED AND GRADUATE. THIS 

BILL IS JUST NOT A DEFINITION OF A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST THAT INCLUDES RIGOROUS 

EDUCATION AND INTENSE TRAINING. IT IS A COMMITMENT THAT OUR SCHOOLS WILL MEET 

CHILDREN WHERE THEY ARE EMOTIONALLY, NOT JUST ACADEMICALLY. A SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST FOCUSES ON EMOTIONS WHILE THEY BUILD SCHOOLWIDE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 

LEARNING. IDENTIFY STUDENTS WHO ARE STRUGGLING BEFORE CRISIS OCCUR. PROVIDE 

TARGETED INTERVENTIONS. COACH TEACHERS IN TRAUMA-INFORMED PRACTICES AND RESPOND 

WHEN EMERGENCIES ARISE. THE WORK KEEPS STUDENTS IN CLASSROOMS, REDUCES 

SUSPENSIONS, STRENGTHENS FAMILIES, AND RESTORES A SENSE OF SAFETY THAT MAKES 

LEARNING POSSIBLE. INVESTING NOW AND VOTING ON THIS BILL SAVES MONEY, MORE THAN 

MONEY. IT RESTORES CHILDHOOD. IT GIVES A SCARED CHILD A TRUSTED ADULT WHO KNOWS 

HOW TO LISTEN AND HELP. IT GIVES TEACHERS TOOLS TO REACH STUDENTS RATHER THAN BURN 

OUT TRYING TO DO SO. IT GIVES FAMILIES HOPE AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE SEEN AND SUPPORTED. 

PLEASE PASS THIS BILL. VOTE TO ESTABLISH A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST SO EVERY CHILD IN OUR 

DISTRICT HAS A CHANCE TO COME TO SCHOOL FEELING SAFE IN THEIR BODY AND MIND READY 

TO LEARN. OUR CHILDREN'S FUTURE FUTURES DEPEND ON IT. THANK YOU AND SI YUUS MAASE. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. ANDERSON. 
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CHRIS ANDERSON 

CHAIRWOMAN,  SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE, AND SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE, SI YUUS MAASE FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP AND SUPPORT OF THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. I 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL 29538 THAT PROVIDES FOR SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE AND INCLUDES THIS NEW JOB IN THE HEALING ARTS AND ALLIED 

HEALTH PROFESSIONAL DEFINITIONS. THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL GREATLY SUPPORT 

THE SIX PSYCHOLOGISTS WHO HAVE BEEN PROVIDING BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SUPPORTS 

RANGING FROM 5 TO 20 YEARS FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES AT ALL DOE SCHOOLS. THE 

DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN RECRUITING AND HIRING PSYCHOLOGISTS USING THE CIVIL SERVICE 

COMMISSION JOB DESCRIPTION ADOPTED IN 1980. FOR THE PAST 46 YEARS TO DATE, 

PSYCHOLOGISTS HAVE BEEN HELPING STUDENTS SUCCEED BY ADMINISTERING AND 

INTERPRETING PSYCHOMETRIC EVALUATIONS USED TO ASSESS COGNITIVE, PERCEPTUAL, 

ACADEMIC, AND ACT EFFECTIVE DOMAINS. THEY HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN PROVIDING 

EARLY INTERVENTION FOR AT RISK STUDENTS USING TARGETED AND INTENSIVE 

INTERVENTIONS UNDER A MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS FRAMEWORK FOR GENERATIONS 

OF TIER 2 AND THREE STUDENTS. THESE CLINICAL SERVICES INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, 

SMALL AND LARGE GROUP COUNSELING, SCREENING, INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY THERAPY, 

FUNCTIONAL BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENTS, BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION PLANS, WRAPAROUND 

SERVICES, AND CRISIS SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH ACUTE DISTRESS. ESTABLISHING A 

DEFINITION FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS, QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSURE AND A 

GRANDFATHER PROVISION FOR CURRENT EMPLOYEES ARE ALL CRITICAL REMEDIES FOR THE SIX 

INDIVIDUALS HIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT BEFORE SUBSECTION 121201 F WAS PASSED INTO LAW 

IN 2022. THE CURRENT LANGUAGE RESTRICTS THE USE OF PSYCHOLOGY IN A JOB TITLE FOR 

THOSE NOT MEETING THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR A CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST. THE PASSAGE OF 

BILL 295-38 WILL PROVIDE CONTINUITY OF CRITICAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY IMPACTED DOE 

EMPLOYEES. ONE COMMON MALADY THAT STUDENTS EXHIBIT ACROSS THE DISTRICT IS 

EMOTIONAL DYSREGULATION. THE UNDERLYING REASONS ARE VARIED, BUT ONE IMPORTANT 

FACTOR IS EXPOSURE TO TRAUMA IN EARLY CHILDHOOD. UNTREATED STUDENTS CAN DEVELOP 

ALL SORTS OF HARMFUL COPING MECHANISMS THAT NEGATIVELY IMPACT THEIR ABILITY TO 

SUCCEED IN SCHOOL, SUCH AS SUBSTANCE ABUSE. A 2024 NATIONAL YOUTH SURVEY 

CONDUCTED BY THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

SHOWED THAT DRUG USE, ALCOHOL, NICOTINE, AND MARIJUANA CONTINUE TO BE THE MOST 

COMMONLY USED SUBSTANCES AMONG AMERICANS. ONE IN 25 ONE IN FOUR OR 25% AMERICANS 

12 YEARS OR OLDER REPORTED ILLICIT DRUG USE IN THE PAST YEAR. BASED ON FIVE YEARS OF 

DATA FROM THE DEPARTMENT STUDENT INFORMATION SYSTEM, THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF 

SUBSTANCE USE, DRUG, AND NICOTINE OFFENSES ADJUDICATED BY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 

WAS 380. MALES BEING TWO OR THREE TIMES MORE LIKELY THAN FEMALES TO USE SUBSTANCES, 

DRUGS. THE DEPARTMENT HAS INVESTED HEAVILY IN MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS BY 

ESTABLISHING A BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES TEAM COMPRISED OF PSYCHOLOGISTS AND 

SOCIAL WORKERS UNDER THE STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES DIVISION. THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

SERVICES TEAM USES A MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT TO ADDRESS MENTAL HEALTH 

ISSUES. TIER ONE INVOLVES UNIVERSAL STRATEGIES AND SUPPORTS. TIER 2 OFFERS TARGETED 

INTERVENTIONS AND TIER THREE PROVIDES INTENSIVE INDIVIDUALIZED INTERVENTIONS FOR 

STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT LEARNING OR BEHAVIORAL CHALLENGES OFTEN INVOLVING 

SPECIALIZED PERSONNEL OR PROGRAMS. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES CONSIST OF THREE 

AREAS OF CARE. PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES, SCHOOL-BASED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, AND 

ENHANCING YOUR MENTAL HEALTH. PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES INCLUDE PSYCH EVALUATIONS, 

PROVIDING MENTAL HEALTH DIAGNOSES, AND CREATING TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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SCHOOL-BASED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH THERAPEUTIC 

SERVICES THAT FOSTER POSITIVE STUDENT CONNECTIONS WITH PEERS, FAMILY, SCHOOL, AND 

COMMUNITY. THE ENHANCING YOUR MENTAL HEALTH STATE IS A PILOT PROGRAM IN EIGHT 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS DESIGNED TO SCREEN STUDENTS IN NEED OF MENTAL HEALTH AND 

SUBSTANCE USE SERVICES THROUGH THE USE OF A UNIVERSAL SCREENING TOOL. THE GOAL IS 

TO IDENTIFY TWO TIER 2 AND THREE STUDENTS WHO MAY BE EXPERIENCING MENTAL HEALTH 

CHALLENGES AND PROVIDE TARGETED SUPPORT THROUGH CASE MANAGEMENT AND 

THERAPEUTIC COUNSELING. ONE OF THE KEY HIGHLIGHTS IN THE PILOT PROGRAM IS THE 

REQUIREMENT TO WAIT 45 DAYS BEFORE SCREENING STUDENTS BASED ON PUBLIC LAW 31202. 

THE ATTRITION RATE FROM ORIENTATION TO SCREENING TO ACTUAL SERVICES PROVIDED IS 

QUITE HIGH. TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE, THE DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY WORKING WITH SENATOR 

BORJA TO INTRODUCE CHANGES TO THE LAW. THE INTENT IS TO PROVIDE ENHANCING YOUR 

MENTAL HEALTH STATE SERVICES IN ALL SCHOOLS FOR 26-27 WHICH IS COMING UP VERY 

SHORTLY. GUAM'S YOUTH ARE FACED WITH A MYRIAD OF CHALLENGES AND LIFE ALTERING 

DECISIONS THAT CAN NEGATIVELY IMPACT THEIR ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND MOTIVATION TO 

COMPLETE THEIR EDUCATION. SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE AN IMPORTANT RESOURCE FOR 

SCHOOLS ESTABLISHING SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS THAT EMPOWER STUDENTS TO MAKE 

HEALTHIER CHOICES THAT NAVIGATE THEM THROUGH POTENTIAL STORMS. IN CLOSING, I WANT 

TO RECOGNIZE MY SIX COLLEAGUES WHO WORK TIRELESSLY EACH DAY TO SERVICE THE MOST 

AT RISK AND IN NEED OF SUPPORT. THEIR IMPACT ON STUDENTS AND CONTRIBUTION TO THE 

OVERALL SUCCESS OF THE DEPARTMENT IS IMMEASURABLE. ALSO, SPECIAL THANKS TO DR. 

BALAJADIA, CHAIRPERSON OF THE GUAM BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH AND EXAMINERS FOR HER 

EXPERTISE AND COLLABORATIVE EFFORT IN PROPOSING THE OPPORTUNITY FOR SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST LICENSURE. AND LASTLY, I WANT TO THANK SENATOR SABRINA SALAS 

MANTANANE AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND VETERANS 

AFFAIRS FOR THEIR FORWARD THINKING AND RESPONSIVENESS TO THE NEEDS OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE GUAM BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINERS. WHEN 

PASSED INTO LAW, BILL 295-38 WILL GO FAR TO HELP STUDENTS SUCCEED AND BECOME 

PRODUCTIVE MEMBERS OF SOCIETY. AGAIN, SIYUUS MAASE FOR YOUR CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP 

IN EDUCATION.  

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. ANDERSON. 

 

EDWARD SANTOS 

HAFA ADAI GOOD MORNING SENATORS.  SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, MATANANE, TERLAJE, 

AND TAITAGUE. I'M WRITING TO EXPRESS MY FULL AND HEARTFELT SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED 

BILL 29538. MY NAME IS DR. EDWARD SANTOS. I HOLD A PHD IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY FROM 

PALO ALTO UNIVERSITY. AFTER GRADUATE SCHOOL, I WORKED FOR SEVERAL YEARS IN DENVER. 

I WAS ASKED BY MY SANTOS FAMILY TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY ON GUAM. AFTER THE REQUEST, 

I MADE THE DECISION TO MOVE TO GUAM, THE HOMELAND OF MY FATHER. I'M CURRENTLY A 

PSYCHOLOGIST WITH THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. BILL 29538 SEEKS TO ESTABLISH 

AND DEFINE THE EDUCATIONAL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS. THIS 

LEGISLATION IS NOT ONLY TIMELY, IT'S DEEPLY NECESSARY. EVERY DAY, OUR STUDENTS WALK 

INTO CLASSROOMS CARRYING BURDENS THAT ARE OFTEN UNSEEN, ANXIETY, GRIEF, FAMILY 

INSTABILITY, AND OVERWHELMING ACADEMIC PRESSURE. THESE CHALLENGES DO NOT STAY AT 

THE DOOR. THEY FOLLOW THE STUDENTS INTO THEIR LEARNING, SHAPING THEIR ABILITY TO 

FOCUS, PARTICIPATE, AND SUCCEED. SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS STAND AT THE INTERSECTION OF 

EDUCATION AND MENTAL HEALTH, OFFERING A LIFELINE TO STUDENTS WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE 

GO UNNOTICED. THEIR ROLE IS BOTH CRITICAL AND COMPASSIONATE. THEY ENCOMPASS EARLY 
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IDENTIFICATION OF LEARNING AND BEHAVIORAL NEEDS, OFTEN CATCHING STRUGGLES BEFORE 

THEY BECOME CRISIS. DELIVERY OF ESSENTIAL MENTAL HEALTH INTERVENTIONS THAT HELP 

STUDENTS REGAIN STABILITY AND CONFIDENCE. CRISIS RESPONSE DURING MOMENTS OF 

PROFOUND LOSS AND TRAUMA, SUCH AS RECENT EFFORTS WITH SPORTING AT SCHOOLS AFTER 

LOSS OF A STUDENT AND A FACULTY MEMBER. AND TRAININGS ON RELEVANT ISSUES AND 

MENTAL HEALTH. COLLABORATION WITH TEACHERS, STAFF, AND FAMILIES TO BUILD 

ENVIRONMENTS WHERE STUDENTS FEEL SAFE, UNDERSTOOD, AND SUPPORTED. PARTICIPATING 

IN INITIATIVES LIKE THE ENHANCING YOUR MENTAL HEALTH STATE, WHICH HAS ALREADY 

PROVIDED SCREENING AND INTERVENTION TO VULNERABLE STUDENTS ACROSS MULTIPLE 

SCHOOLS. AND LASTLY, SERVING AS TRUSTED ADULTS FOR STUDENTS WHO MAY NEVER 

OTHERWISE SEEK HELP, QUIETLY CHANGING THE COURSE OF THEIR LIVES. DESPITE THE 

EXTRAORDINARY IMPACT, OUR SCHOOLS REMAIN CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED. CURRENTLY, 

JUST SIX SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS SERVE AN ENTIRE STUDENT POPULATION OF OVER 23,000, AN 

OVERWHELMING RATIO OF 1 TO 4,600 STUDENTS. THIS STANDS IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATE OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST RECOMMENDED RATIO OF 1 TO 600. BUT 

BEHIND THESE NUMBERS ARE REAL CHILDREN WAITING LONG FOR HELP, SLIPPING THROUGH THE 

CRACKS OR GOING WITHOUT SUPPORT ALTOGETHER.EXPANDING THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS IS NOT SIMPLY AN OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENT. IT IS AN INVESTMENT IN 

HUMAN POTENTIAL. WHEN STUDENTS RECEIVE THE MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT THEY NEED, THE 

TRANSFORMATION IS UNDENIABLE. THEY SHOW NOTE RENEWED ENGAGEMENT AND IMPROVED 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE. THEY ATTEND SCHOOL MORE CONSISTENTLY, FEELING SAFER AND 

MORE CONNECTED. THEY ARE LESS LIKELY TO FACE DISCIPLINARY ACTION AND UNDERLYING 

ISSUES ARE ADDRESSED WITH CARE. THEY GAIN THE TOOLS TO COPE, GROW, AND BUILD 

RESILIENCE. BILL 295-38 ALSO STRENGTHENS THE PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MULTI-

TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS AS KNOWN AS MTSS. A PROACTIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE 

FRAMEWORK THAT ENSURES STUDENTS RECEIVE THE RIGHT LEVEL CARE AT THE RIGHT TIME. 

FROM UNIVERSAL SUPPORTS TO INTENSIVE INDIVIDUALIZED INTERVENTIONS BY ADDRESSING 

THESE CHALLENGES EARLY, WE REDUCE THE NEED FOR MORE SEVERE AND COSTLY 

INTERVENTIONS LATER. WE MUST ALSO RECOGNIZE THE LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS. RESEARCH 

HAS SHOWN THAT ACADEMIC FAILURE IS ONE OF THE STRONGEST PREDICTORS FOR JUVENILE 

DELINQUENCY. WHEN WE SUPPORT STUDENTS ACADEMICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY, WE ARE NOT 

JUST IMPROVING THE REPORT CARDS. WE ARE SHAPING FUTURES, STRENGTHENING 

COMMUNITIES, AND PREVENTING HARDSHIP BEFORE IT TAKES ROOT. AT ITS CORE, THIS BILL IS 

ABOUT CARE, DIGNITY, AND RESPONSIBILITY. IT REFLECTS A COMMIT TO SEEING EVERY CHILD 

NOT JUST AS A STUDENT BUT AS A WHOLE PERSON DESERVING THE SUPPORT, UNDERSTANDING 

AND OPPORTUNITY. BY INCREASING ACCESS TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS, WE ARE SENDING A 

CLEAR MESSAGE. OUR STUDENTS MATTER. THEIR STRUGGLES MATTER. THEIR FUTURES ARE 

WORTH INVESTING IN. I'M REMINDED OF A STUDENT, A GIFTED ATHLETE, A BOXER WHO WANTED 

TO COMPETE IN THE GOLDEN GLOVES. WE SHALL CALL HIM TIMBER THE BOXER. TIMBER THE 

BOXER WAS FAILING IN SCHOOL DUE TO LEARNING CHALLENGES. THIS STUDENT WAS ON THE 

EDGE OF DROPPING OUT DUE TO HIS PROBLEMS IN SCHOOL. HE WAS STRUGGLING WITH 

NEGATIVE SELF-ESTEEM. HE WAS STARTING TO ASSOCIATE WITH PEERS THAT HAD ALREADY 

DISASSOCIATED WITH THE WORLD OF SCHOOL. UNFORTUNATELY, THE SOCIAL BONDS BETWEEN 

HIMSELF AND TEACHERS WERE ON THE BRINK OF BEING BROKEN. HE STARTED ENGAGING IN 

DELINQUENT ACTS OF VANDALISM, PETTY THEFT, SUBSTANCE USE, AND ASSAULTS. 

STATISTICALLY, HE WAS STARTING ON THE DARK ROAD OF INCARCERATION. THEN THE 

UNPREDICTED HAPPENED. SOMEHOW SOMEWAY HIS PATH LED TO THE REFERRAL TO THE 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TEAM. THE TEAM BROUGHT IN THE PEOPLE HAD THE WHO HAD A STAKE 

IN HIS LIFE. HIS COACH, THE PARENTS, A PEER MENTOR AND HIS FAVORITE TEACHER. HE WAS 

PROVIDED INTERVENTION AT THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME. MAYBE IT WAS A MIRACLE 
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OR MAYBE IT WAS THE SOULS OF HIS ANCESTORS WHO WERE GUIDING HIM. ALL I KNOW HE WAS 

ABLE TO TURN HIS LIFE AROUND. THE TEAM WAS ABLE TO SUPPORT HIS LEARNING WITH 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF IMPORTANT PEOPLE INCLUDING HIS COACH. HE THRIVED AND SOON WAS 

ABLE TO APPLY TO HIS ACADEMICS THE SAME PASSION AS IN BOXING. TIMBER THE BOXER WENT 

ON TO GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND ENTER THE MILITARY. HE STRIVED WITH THE 

DISCIPLINE OF THE MILITARY AND FINISHED AN ACTIVE DUTY CAREER. HE CONTINUED HIS 

BOXING IN THE MILITARY AND WENT ON TO PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL COMPETITIONS. SO 

RATHER THAN ENTERING THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM, TIMBER THE BOXER BECAME A PRODUCTIVE 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY WHO PROUDLY SERVED HIS COUNTRY. I DARE TO SAY OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM 

HAS MANY STRUGGLING STUDENTS THAT WOULD HAVE TURNED THEIR THAT WOULD HAVE 

TURNED THEIR LIVES AROUND IF JUST GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY AS IN THE SMALL MIRACLE OF 

TIMBER THE BOXER. THEREFORE, I RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU TO SUPPORT THIS VITAL 

LEGISLATION. THE NEED IS URGENT AND PROFOUND. THE COST OF INACTION IS FAR TOO GREAT. 

OUR STUDENTS DESERVE TO BE SEEN, HEARD, AND SUPPORTED. NOT JUST WHEN THEY ARE 

STRUGGLING, BUT BEFORE THEY REACH THAT POINT. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME, YOUR 

LEADERSHIP, AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE WELL-BEING OF OUR STUDENTS AND 

COMMUNITIES. IN THE WORDS OF ARTHUR FLETCHER WHO ONCE SAID, "A MIND IS A TERRIBLE 

THING TO WASTE, BUT A MIND IS ALSO A WONDERFUL THING TO INVEST IN." THANK YOU. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, DR. SANTOS. 

 

TONY CRUZ 

HAFA ADAI BUENAS AND HAFE ADAI. CHAIRWOMAN SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE, AND SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. 

BUENAS, AND THANK YOU FOR HAVING MYSELF AND MY COLLEAGUES HERE TO EXPRESS OUR 

SUPPORT FOR BILL 295-38. MY NAME IS DR. TONY CRUZ AND I AM SUBMITTING THIS TESTIMONY 

IN STRONG SUPPORT FOR THIS BILL. THIS BILL ESTABLISHES A CLEAR ROAD FOR FUTURE SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY PROFESSIONALS WITHIN GDOE THROUGH IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 

LICENSURE REQUIREMENT IN GUAM. AS A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST MYSELF FOR GDOE, I 

UNDERSTAND THE MAGNITUDE OF ENSURING THAT MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS SERVING 

OUR GDOE STUDENTS ARE HELD AT A HIGH STANDARD. STUDENTS WITHIN THE GDOE SYSTEM 

OUGHT TO HAVE ACCESS TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS WHO ARE TRAINED AND LICENSED UNDER 

THE GUAM BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINERS. AND BILL NUMBER 295-38 PROVIDES A 

FRAMEWORK FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY LIICENSURE THAT ESTABLISHED THIS QUALIFICATION 

FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST PRACTITIONER IN GUAM. THROUGH THIS LICENSURE, SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST IN GUAM WOULD HAVE THE NECESSARY EDUCATION TRAINING THE EXPERTISE 

TO PROVIDE QUALITY SERVICE THAT FULFILLS THE NEEDS AND GOALS FOR GDU STUDENTS, 

THEIR FAMILIES AND THE COMMUNITIES. YOU KNOW, I'VE JUST BEEN HEARING THE OTHER 

TESTIMONIES OF MY OTHER COLLEAGUES, AND I REALLY APPRECIATE THE STORIES. AND I WAS 

SITTING HERE TRYING TO FIND OUT WHAT TYPE OF STORIES I WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO INFLUENCE 

AND TO ADVOCATE FOR THIS BILL TO BE PASSED. AND WHAT I CAN COME UP WITH INSTEAD OF 

TRYING TO READ FROM MY TESTIMONY HERE WHICH I WILL SUBMIT WAS THAT I WAS WORKING 

AT THE GUAM BEHAVIOR HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER BEFORE MAYBE SIX YEARS SIX YEARS 

AGO BEFORE COMING INTO GDOE AS A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST AND I REMEMBER WORKING WITH 

ADULTS WHO WERE IN EMOTIONAL PAIN, EMOTIONAL BEHAVIORAL PAIN DIAGNOSED WITH 

FROM ADJUSTMENT TO SEVERE MENTAL ILLNESS. AND I REMEMBER TO THINKING TO MYSELF 

THAT IT'S VERY DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO LIVE DAY BY DAY IN ORDER FOR THEM TO COME OUT 

AND COME TO THE CLINIC AND TAKE THEIR MEDICATIONS AND GO TO COUNSELING AND 

THERAPY IN ORDER TO KIND OF WORK ON THEMSELVES. IT'S A VERY HARD LONG-TERM 
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PROCEDURE. AND I'M VERY GLAD THAT MY COLLEAGUES WHO ARE THERE AND MYSELF WERE 

THERE TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY. BUT I ALSO THOUGHT TO MYSELF, YOU KNOW 

WHAT? IF WE COULD HELP THESE, IF ONLY WE COULD HELP THESE ADULTS WHEN THEY WERE 

LITTLE, WHEN THEY WERE CHILDREN, WHEN THEY'RE ADOLESCENTS, WE COULD SOME SORT OF 

INTERVENE INTERVENTION OR GUIDANCE SO THAT THEY COULD PREVENT THEIR LIVES FROM 

BEING VERY DIFFICULT AT THE TIME. SO, ONE OF MY GOALS, MY THOUGHTS WERE AT THE TIME 

WERE TO WORK WITH A POPULATION WITH THE CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENT POPULATION SO 

I COULD HELP PREVENT THE STRUGGLES THAT CHILDREN ADOLESCENCE WILL HAVE WHEN THEY 

BECOME ADULTS. ONE OF MY GOALS WAS TO HELP THEM PREVENT TO LIVE A FULFILLING 

PRODUCTIVE HAPPY LIFE. AND SO, THAT'S MY THAT'S MY THOUGHT AND MY GOALS WHEN I'M 

WORKING WITH STUDENTS AT THIS TIME. MY COLLEAGUES AND WE WORKED VERY HARD EVERY 

DAY WITH STUDENTS WHO STRUGGLE WITH WHO DON'T WANT TO COME TO SCHOOL, WHO ARE 

DEPRESSED BECAUSE THEY DON'T WANT TO BE SEEN BY THE OTHER STUDENTS. THEY'RE HAVING 

SUBSTANCE USE. THEY HAVE DEPRESSION. THEY HAVE FEELINGS OF HOPELESSNESS AND 

ANXIETY. AND SO, SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE DEEPLY NEEDED WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY, 

WITHIN OUR HOMETOWN, OUR ISLAND. AND SO, I WANT TO ENCOURAGE ALL 12 SENATORS FOR 

HAVING US HERE TO ADVOCATE FOR THIS BILL. IT'S GREATLY NEEDED. SO I ENCOURAGE THE 

SENATORS PLEASE VOTE PASS THIS BILL. LASTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK DR. BALAAJADIA. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH DR. BALAJADIA AND ALSO TO THANK YOU TO NADINE CEPEDA AND 

CHAIRWOMAN, SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE FOR MAKING THIS THING HAPPEN, FOR 

HAVING US HERE, TO ADVOCATE, AND TO MY SUPERINTENDENT AND TO MY STUDENT SUPPORT 

SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR FOR THEIR, DEEP SUPPORT. SO, THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THIS 

OPPORTUNITY. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, DR. CRUZ. 

 

SONIA PABLO 

GOOD MORNING, HAFA ADAI. SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO SENATOR SABRINA MATANANE, 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE, AND SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING US TO 

BE HERE THIS MORNING. I'M HERE TO TESTIFY FOR BILL 29538. MY NAME IS SONIA PABLO AND I 

CURRENTLY WORK FOR THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AS A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST. 

THIS BILL WILL ALLOW CURRENT PSYCHOLOGIST TO BE EMPLOYED AND THIS BILL IS REALLY 

URGENT. IT'S CRITICAL. THIS IS NECESSARY BECAUSE WE NEED TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 

SERVICES TO OUR STUDENTS. IN MY ROLE, I HAVE WITNESSED THE CRITICAL IMPACT OF OUR 

WORK ON THE ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND WELL-BEING OF STUDENTS. IN PARTICULAR, THIS BILL 

IS VITAL AS IT MORE ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE SPECIALIZED NATURE OF OUR WORK. SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS PLAY A DISTINCT ROLE IN A SCHOOL SETTING BY CONDUCTING 

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS, PROVIDING MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT AND COUNSELING, 

COLLABORATING WITH TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS AND HELPING STUDENTS OVERCOME 

BARRIERS TO LEARNING. HOWEVER, ON GUAM, THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL SIDE COLLEGES 

AVAILABLE TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF THE GDOE IS SEVERELY LIMITED. THERE ARE ONLY SIX OF 

US TO REACH ACROSS THE WHOLE ENTIRE DISTRICT. I MEAN, THEY WERE LOOKING AT 23,000 

STUDENTS TO BE ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE, RIGHT? IT'S DIFFICULT. SO, THE LACK OF SUFFICIENT 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN GUAM HAS LED TO AN OVERWHELMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THOSE 

OF US CURRENTLY WORKING IN THE FIELD. SO AS YOU CAN SEE THE KNOW SIX OF US HERE IS WE 

HAVE A LOT THERE'S A LOT OF DEMANDS ACROSS THE DISTRICT THAT NEEDS TO BE ANSWERED. 

SO WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO ADDRESS ALSO THE MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS OF OUR STUDENTS. SO, 

THIS CREATES CHALLENGES MANY CHALLENGES THAT EVEN OUR STAKEHOLDERS ARE NOT 

EVEN AWARE OF. THERE'S REALLY COMPLEX CASES THAT HAVE CAME ABOUT ALSO BECAUSE OF 
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COVID 19 AND EVEN WITH THAT THERE'S STILL SOME LINGERING, I WOULD SAY REMNANTS OF 

THE WHOLE PANDEMIC THAT WE STILL SEE TODAY AND MANY PEOPLE ARE NOT REALLY EVEN 

AWARE OF IT BECAUSE THE KIDS ARE STILL SOMEWHAT ANXIOUS, THEY HAVE TRAUMA FROM 

THAT AND SO BECAUSE OF THAT YOU KNOW WE REALLY NEED TO STILL BE ON THE FOREFRONT 

OF ALL OF THIS AND THAT'S WHAT WE DO WE PROVIDE VIDE THAT SUPPORT AND WE ADVOCATE 

FOR OUR STUDENTS SO THAT THEY ARE HEARD AND THEY ARE BEST FELT IN IN THE SCHOOL 

SYSTEM BECAUSE IF WE DON'T DO THAT WHO ELSE IS GOING TO DO IT WHO US AND THAT'S WHAT 

WE DO IS WE CREATE THAT VOICE FOR THEM WHERE NO ONE CAN HEAR THEM AND SO I BEST 

WANT TO SAY THAT IS ABSOLUTELY APPARENT THAT WE PROVIDE THAT SUPPORT AND WE 

COULDN'T BE THERE. SO, WITH THIS BILL, THIS WILL ALLOW US TO KIND OF SERVE US IN THAT 

CAPACITY SO THAT WE ARE NOT JUST A YOU KNOW A BYSTANDER. WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO 

REALLY SPEAK UP FOR THEM BECAUSE NO ONE ELSE WILL. AND THAT'S WHAT WE DO IN THE 

SCHOOLS WHEN WE GO TO OUR MEETINGS, OUR STAFFING, WE ARE ABLE TO SAY, "HEY, LET'S 

TAKE A LOOK AT THIS, LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT THAT." BECAUSE IF WE DON'T CREATE THAT 

SUPPORT FOR THEM AND IT'S VERY DIFFICULT BECAUSE THE ACADEMIC SETTING IS ONE SETTING 

BUT WHEN WE COME IN AS MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AS SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST WE 

PLAY A VERY DISTINCT ROLE AND I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT WE HIRE MORE SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS WHO CAN BE ABLE TO FUNCTION IN THAT CAPACITY. SO, SENATORS, I IMPLORE 

YOU AND I SINCERELY HOPE THAT WE PASS THIS BILL IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THAT CONTINUITY 

OF SERVICES THAT SO BADLY NEED IN OUR DEPARTMENT. THANK YOU.  

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MISS PABLO. 

 

JESSE BALETO 

HAFA ADAI AND GOOD MORNING, HONORABLE SENATORS. MY NAME IS JESSE BALETO AND I'M A 

PSYCHOLOGIST WITH THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES 

PROGRAM. I RESPECTFULLY COME BEFORE YOU AND REQUEST YOUR SUPPORT AND ADOPT THE 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION THAT DEFINES AND STRENGTHENS THE TITLE OF THE SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION AND TO PROTECT THOSE WHO CURRENTLY ARE PROVIDING SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY SERVICES THROUGH A GRANDFATHER PROVISION. SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE 

UNIQUELY TRAINED TO ASSESS LEARNING AND ADDRESS SOCIAL EMOTIONAL NEEDS. WE 

PROVIDE EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES. WE 

CONSULT WITH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, SCHOOL COUNSELORS, TEACHERS, AND THEIR 

FAMILIES. AND WE SUPPORT SCHOOL LEVEL SYSTEMS STRATEGIES THAT IMPROVE SCHOOL 

CLIMATE AND STUDENT OUTCOMES. SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE INVOLVED IN EARLY 

IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVENTION TO REDUCE SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRALS WHEN 

APPROPRIATE, IMPROVE ATTENDANCE. WE COLLABORATE WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO 

LOWER SUSPENSION RATES AND AIM TO INCREASE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT. SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN CRISIS RESPONSE, SUICIDE PREVENTION, TRAUMA-

INFORMED CARE, AND OTHER BEHAVIOR SUPPORTS SUPPORT SERVICES TO MAINTAIN STUDENT 

ENGAGED IN LEARNING AND PREPARATION FOR LIFE. SUPPORTING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS IS 

AN INVESTMENT IN SUPPORTING SCHOOLS, PREPARING PRODUCTIVE STUDENTS, AND BUILDING 

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION.  

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. BALETO. 

 

EVANGELINE CEPEDA 
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HAFA ADAI AND GOOD MORNING, SENATORS. SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE. THANK YOU 

FOR SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE, SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE, AND SENATOR SHAWN 

GUMATAOTAO. THANK YOU. MY NAME IS EVANGELINE CEPEDA. I'M COMING HERE WITH A 

DIFFERENT HAT. MY HAT IS AS A PARENT AND AS A BOARD MEMBER, A FORMER BOARD MEMBER 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. OKAY, SO FIRST THINGS FIRST, WHY I RAN FOR DOE FOR 

THREE TERMS. I RAN BECAUSE I HAD A CHILD WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND WHEN I NOT PHYSICAL 

DISABILITY, MENTAL AND WITHOUT VIOLATING HIS RIGHTS, I TRY TO WORK WITH DOE. THIS WAS 

YEARS AGO. OKAY. WHAT 25 20 YEARS AGO THERE WAS NO ASSISTANCE. GO TO DIVISION OF 

SPECIAL ED. THAT WAS THE PROCESS. GO TO MENTAL HEALTH. THAT WAS THE PROCESS AT THE 

TIME. THEY HAD A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST, BUT THAT IN PART WAS MORE OF A SURVEY BASE, 

RESEARCH BASE. IT WASN'T TO STEP UP AND STEP OUT. SO, AS I USUALLY DO, INSTEAD OF GRIPING 

AND COMPLAINING, I RAN FOR THE BOARD. AND I FOUGHT TO GET FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL ED AS I CHAIRED THAT COMMITTEE. THE FIRST THING WE DID WORK ON 

WAS IEPS AND THE HIPPA LAW. WORKING WITH THE STUDENTS, WORKING WITH THE PARENTS, 

WE TOOK A VERY PROACTIVE APPROACH. IT WAS CHANGE WAS DIFFICULT. I WAS THE ENEMY. 

OKAY, I WAS INSIDE, BUT I WAS THE ENEMY TRYING TO TELL THESE EXPERTS WHAT I NEEDED AS 

A PARENT AND AS A BOARD MEMBER. THAT WAS TOUGH. YOU KNOW, THAT CHANGE IS REALLY 

TOUGH. I'M A TOUGH PERSON. I'M OKAY WITH BEING THE BAD GUY. I'M OKAY WITH THAT. I CAN 

LIVE AT NIGHT. I CAN SLEEP AT NIGHT. THAT WAS ONE THING. THEN WE SAW THE OKAY, MISS 

CEPEDA, WE'VE GOT THIS SECTION UNDER THE FEDERAL LAW. YOU CAN'T CHANGE. YOU CAN'T 

DO THIS, BUT YOU'RE VIOLATING THE HIPPA LAW. YOU HAVE THE NURSE TALKING TO THE CLERK 

ABOUT MY SON. WHAT'S GOING ON HERE? YOU VIOLATED EVERY RIGHT. SO, I SPOKE UP. I STOOD 

UP. AND THAT HAS CHANGED. IT'S COME FULL CIRCLE AND I'M GLAD FOR THAT BECAUSE 

CHILDREN NEED TO BE PROTECTED. WE LIVE IN A ENVIRONMENT WHERE STIGMATISM IS VERY 

HIGH. THERE'S A REASON WHY MENTAL HEALTH PEOPLE DON'T WANT TO GO THERE. I'M NOT 

EMBARRASSED TO GO IN THERE AND SAY, "I NEED HELP." BUT HOW MANY OF THEM ARE? THERE'S 

A SENSE OF STIGMATISM. OH, YOU'RE MENTALLY SICK. YOU'RE BIPOLAR. YOU'RE GOT 

SCHIZOPHRENIA. WHATEVER IT MAY BE, WE LIVE IN THAT SOCIETY ALL ACROSS AMERICA. IT'S 

STILL THERE'S A STRONG STIGMATISM AND I'M SAYING TO YOU TODAY WE'VE COME NOW EVEN 

TO TODAY THERE'S A RESISTANCE. I'M NOT GOING TO SIT HERE. I'M GOING TO TELL YOU THAT 

YES MY SISTER NADINE CEPEDA SHE'S THE YOUNGEST AND I'M THE ELDEST OF FIVE SISTERS. SHE 

THINKS SHE LIKES TO THINK SHE'S STRONGER THAN I AM BUT I'M MORE VOCAL AND SOMETIMES 

I'M OKAY WITH THAT. I'M CHAMMORO NATION AT ONE AT ITS BEST. WITH THAT SAID, I'M HERE 

BECAUSE I'M NOT ADVOCATING FOR MY SISTER. NO, I'M NOT. I'M ADVOCATING FOR THE POSITION 

OF THIS BILL, PROPOSED BILL 295-38 LS FIGHTING FOR THIS TO BE A PART OF THE GROUP THAT 30 

YEARS AGO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST AH COME ON SEND THEM TO MENTAL HEALTH. THE PEOPLE 

DEMAND MORE TODAY. THEY EXPECT MORE FROM YOU AND I WHO SIT AND WEAR A DIFFERENT 

HAT. THEY EXPECT IT AND THEY DEMAND IT. YOU HEAR THIS FROM PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. WE 

FAILED THEM IF WE DO NOT PASS THIS. THERE SHOULD BE NO ONE IN THIS TABLE OR ANYONE 

THAT'S GOING TO WRITE A TESTIMONY THAT IS ANTI- THIS BILL. STOP MAKING IT DIFFICULT. THIS 

BILL IS VERY SIMPLE. ADD THIS TO THE TABLE. MAKE THIS BE ESSENTIAL. WHY? I'M GOING TO 

TELL YOU WHY. OUR CHILDREN ARE FRAGILE. THEY ARE FRAGILE. THEY FEEL DEPRESSED. THEY 

WANT TO HANG THEMSELVES. NOBODY WANTS TO TALK ABOUT THAT. IT IS A FRAGILE STATE. 

NOBODY WANTS TO DISCUSS THAT. WE'LL LEAVE IT TO THE EXPERTS. I HAVE TO CALL MR. 

ANDERSON. MR. ANDERSON HAS TO CALL MY SISTER CRAZY. AND I'M PASSIONATE ABOUT THIS. 

TOO MANY OF OUR YOUTHS HAVE DIED, TAKEN THEIR LIFE FOR SOMETHING THAT SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN DEALT WITH. THIS MEDIOCRE CRAP. IT UPSETS ME. LET'S GO THROUGH THE PROCESS. I 

UNDERSTAND ABOUT LEGAL LEGALITY, LIFE, LIABILITY, LEGALITY. DEAL WITH IT LATER. THAT'S 

JUST MY THING AS A PARENT. AND I HAD TO FIGHT THIS EVERY SINGLE DAY. I HAD TO SAY, 

"SCREW THE STIGMATISM. I DON'T CARE, NADINE. I'M GOING TO MENTAL HEALTH. MY CHILD 

https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Introduced_38th/Bill%20No.%20290-38%20(COR).pdf


Page 23 of 44 

 

Committee Report Digest: Public Hearing Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), 

CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING 

OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Wednesday April 8, 2026, at 8:00 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

 

 

NEEDS IT. BUT I'M ONE OF THE VERY RARE. THERE'S A LOT THAT AREN'T THAT WAY. I'M HERE 

TODAY TO SAY, DON'T MAKE THIS PROLONG THIS PROPOSED BILL. PUT IT INTO ACTION. PUT IT TO 

THE TABLE. PUT IT IN PLACE. SO, THE KIDS EVERY DAY I HEARD THIS FROM THESE ARE EXPERTS. 

I'M NOT AN EXPERT. I'M A MOTHER. I'M WEARING A DIFFERENT HAT NOW. CHARTER SCHOOLS. 

JUST THIS YEAR IN CHARTER SCHOOLS, FOUR PEOPLE IN OUR CHARTER SCHOOL COMMITTED 

SUICIDE. THAT WAS DEVASTATING. I CRIED BECAUSE I WAS THINKING OF THEIR MOTHER, THE 

PARENTS, THE FAMILY. THEN I HAD TO CALL MR. ANDERSON. THANK GOD HE PICKED UP I THINK 

AT 7 AT NIGHT. I COULD HAVE GONE STRAIGHT TO MY SISTER. I BELIEVE IN PROPER PROTOCOL. I 

DID THAT. I WAS CALLED AND I SAID, "I NEED YOU TO HELP MY PEOPLE. MY COUNSELORS, I MEAN, 

I'M SORRY, MY TEACHERS, MY STUDENTS AT THIS CHARTER SCHOOL WERE DEVASTATED. THIS IS 

HAPPENING ON OUR FRONT DOORS AND IN OUR BACKYARDS. WE DON'T HAVE TO LOOK FAR. SO, 

ANYONE THAT'S GOING TO OPPOSE THIS BILL IS CRAZY. I WILL BE THE FIRST TO SAY IT. CRAZY." 

OR HAVE A POLITICAL AGENDA. THIS IS NOT HARD TO THINK ABOUT. THIS NEEDS TO BE DONE. 30 

YEARS AGO, WE DIDN'T HAVE THE COUNSELORS. WHEN I WAS GOING TO SCHOOL, CORRECT ME IF 

I'M WRONG IF YOU'RE MY AGE. I WON'T REVEAL MY AGE, BUT I WILL SAY THIS. WHEN I WAS IN 

SCHOOL, THE SCHOOL COUNSELORS DID THIS. OH, VANGIE, YOU HAVE THREE CREDITS TO GO. 

THREE CREDITS AND YOU'RE GOING TO GRADUATE. THAT'S ALL THEY DID. I'M NOT TAKING AWAY 

FROM THE COUNSELORS BACK THEN, BUT THAT WAS THE NEED OF THAT TIME. IT'S NOT THE NEED 

OF TODAY. FORGET ABOUT THE THREE CREDITS. WHEN YOU HAVE A PER A CHILD THAT WANTS 

TO CUT HIMSELF, WHICH OF THE TWO LESSER EVIL, FORGET THE THREE SHORT CREDITS. WORK 

ON HIS MENTAL CONDITION. AND YOU CAN'T DO THAT WITH TEACHERS. TEACHERS ARE TOO 

BUSY TEACHING. WE NEED THE EXPERTS. I AM NOT AN EXPERT. BUT YOU DECIDE. A CHILD WAS 

CUTTING HIMSELF. LIFE OR DEATH. AND I HATE IT. I'M GOING TO SAY THIS AND I'M SHAKING. I 

HATE IT WHEN THEY SAY, "OH, WE DID ALL WE CAN." THAT'S NOT ENOUGH. THAT IS NOT AN 

ANSWER I WANT TO HEAR. IT SHOULD BE, "DID WE DO EVERYTHING?" AND I'M LOUD ABOUT IT 

BECAUSE I'M I FEEL LIKE I WANT TO CRY. I'M PASSIONATE ABOUT THIS. TOO MANY TIMES. 

DEPRESSION, SUICIDE, WE DON'T KNOW WHAT ELSE. THEY HAVE BULLY. WHEN I WAS THE BOARD 

ON THE BOARD, IT WAS BULLYING. WOW. SOMETHING SMALL, RIGHT? BULLYING. NOW IT'S OH 

MY GOD. CRISIS, DEPRESSION, SUICIDE. WOW. WHAT A TIMES HAVE CHANGED IN THE LAST 20 

YEARS. THIS IS CRITICAL. THIS IS CRUCIAL. THIS IS ESSENTIAL. THIS IS LIKE AT THE YES. AT 

TODAY. THAT'S WHAT I'M TALKING ABOUT. SENATORS, WE'RE I'M SO SICK OF HEARING IN THE 

NOBODY WANTS TO TALK ABOUT IT. EVERYBODY WANTS TO WALK ON EGGSHELLS. IT'S WRONG. 

IT'S CRAZY. WE COME FROM A FAMILIAR SYSTEM WHERE WHEN ONE HURTS, EVERYBODY FEELS 

IT. BUT GUESS WHAT? WE DON'T TALK ABOUT IT. OH, WE LEAVE IT TO THE EXPERTS. THE SEVEN. 

I HEARD THE NUMBER SEVEN. I WROTE IT. SEVEN ON THE ENTIRE ISLAND. YOU GOT TO BE 

KIDDING ME. ONE, I'M CALLING MY SISTER AND I'M SAYING, "HOW IS MOM?" I CAN'T TALK TO YOU. 

I'M ON A PHONE. WHAT? I DRIVE TO MY MOM'S HOUSE TAKING MY ELDERLY MOTHER AND MY 

SISTER'S ON THE PHONE. DO NOT DISTURB HER. SHE'S IN HER ROOM, WHICH IS THEIR HER 

CONFERENCE ROOM. THIS IS WHAT WE I SEE. THEN I HAVE A BROTHER-IN-LAW WHO'S A DOCTOR 

IN THIS. MY SISTERS IN FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY. SO IT HAPPENS TO BE I LIVE WITH PEOPLE THAT 

THESE ARE THE EXPERTS. SO I HAVE TO SAY I BEG TO DIFFER AND SOMETIMES I'M I AM NOT THE 

EXPERT BUT I'M THE MOTHER. I'M THE PERSON THAT DEALS WITH THIS. OKAY. SO I AM HERE 

TODAY IN A CAPACITY AS A MOTHER AS A PARENT AS MY HAT AS THE CHAIR ON CHARTER 

SCHOOL. FOUR DEATHS SUICIDE. THIS IS IMPORTANT. THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IS IMPORTANT. 

I DON'T YOU KNOW AND I CAN UNDERSTAND WHY THE LAWMAKERS BACK THEN IT WASN'T A 

NEED BECAUSE THERE WASN'T THIS PROBLEM, THIS FRAGILE STATE OF EMERGENCY. TODAY IT 

IS AND TODAY IS NEEDED. AND MADAM CHAIR, I'M LOOKING AT YOU AS I ALWAYS DO WHEN I 

SAY THIS. THIS IS A CALL FOR CRY. THIS IS A DEMAND FROM YOU AND YOUR OTHER SENATORS 

TO MAKE THIS BILL PASS. IT'S NEEDED. WHETHER IT BE MY SISTER OR THE NEXT PERSON, I'M NOT 

LOOKING AT THE NAME. I'M LOOKING AT THE TITLE AND WHAT THAT TITLE HOLDS. IT'S A CRY 
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FOR HELP. DON'T WAIT FOR NEXT YEAR. THE LEGISLATURE, I KNOW IT'S ELECTION YEAR. YOU 

CAN PASS THIS BILL. AND I IMPLORE THE 15 TO PASS THIS BILL. IT'S A CRY FOR HELP. AND WITH 

THAT, I DON'T MEAN TO, YOU KNOW, I'M SPEAKING FROM THE HEART HERE. I WANT TO SAY THAT 

WE ARE IN A CRISIS. WE THE YOUTH ARE FRAGILE SINCE COVID IT'S GOTTEN WORSE. YOU KNOW, 

IT'S GOTTEN WORSE AND OUR PEOPLE DEMAND AND EXPECT MORE FROM US, FROM US FOR LESS. 

WHAT I MEAN BY THAT IS THEY WANT MORE FROM US. AND UNFORTUNATELY, I'M ONE OF THOSE 

SENATORS THAT SAY YOU DESERVE TO GET PAID MORE. DON'T I'M NOT EMBARRASSED TO SAY 

IT. YOU DESERVE IT. BECAUSE UNFORTUNATELY WE LIVE IN A COMMUNITY WHERE YOU WOULD 

GO TO CHURCH AND SOMEONE WOULD SAY, "SENATOR SABRINA, I'M SORRY TO BOTHER YOU 

AFTER MASS, BUT CAN YOU I GOT THIS PROBLEM. THE HOSPITAL, I'M GIVING AN EXAMPLE. YOUR 

JOB IS NON-STOP. IT'S A TOUGH JOB AND YOU CAN'T PLEASE EVERYBODY. BUT YOU COULD TRY 

TO SLEEP WELL AT NIGHT. LIKE I SAY, I SLEEP GOOD AT NIGHT CUZ I DON'T OFFEND. IF I OFFENDED 

ANYBODY, IT WASN'T TO OFFEND ANYBODY. BUT I WILL SPEAK MY TRUTH." SO, I COME HERE 

BEFORE YOU AND I SAY NO MORE. PLEASE PASS THIS BILL, BILL 295-38 WITH THE 15. AND I HOPE 

THEY HEAR THIS TODAY BECAUSE THIS IS AN URGENT DIRE NEED. THANK YOU, SENATORS. 

 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MISS CEPEDA. AND I HEAR YOU. AND THAT'S WHY WHEN WE FIRST SPOKE WITH 

NADINE ABOUT THIS BILL WE ACTED AS QUICKLY AS WE COULD AND IT JUST WE WERE SHARING 

STORIES AND YOU KNOW WHEN YOU BROUGHT THAT BILL TO OUR ATTENTION AND THE NEED 

AND HOW THERE'S ONLY SIX SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS AND VANGIE WHEN YOU WERE TALKING 

ABOUT YOU KNOW 20 YEARS AGO 20 YEARS AGO MY GODDAUGHTER SHE TOOK HER OWN LIFE 

AND HAD THEY HAD THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST THEN, YOU KNOW, MAYBE SHE WOULD STILL 

BE WITH US TODAY. AND SO, YES, WHEN I GOT THE BILL MOVED QUICKLY, I DIDN'T EVEN PUT IT 

OUT FOR CO-SPONSORS. IT WAS LIKE, LET'S GET THIS IN TODAY. AND SO, I'M GLAD WE'RE HERE 

TODAY AND THIS BILL IS HAVING A PUBLIC HEARING AND I'M GOING TO TRY MY BEST TO GET IT 

OUT AND GET IT PASSED DURING THE MAY SESSION. SO, MR. HAN, UM, OR OKAY.  

 

REBECCA MORTA 

GOOD MORNING, SENATORS, SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE, AND 

SENATOR GUMATATAO, MOST ESPECIALLY SENATOR SALAS MATANANE. THANK YOU FOR THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TODAY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF BILL NUMBER 295-38 TO ESTABLISH 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN OUR SCHOOLS. MY NAME IS REBECCA MORTA AND I AM A PARENT OF 

TWO WONDERFUL STUDENTS AT UNTALAN MIDDLE SCHOOL. I COME BEFORE YOU TODAY 

BECAUSE I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT OUR CHILDREN DESERVE TO HAVE THE EMOTIONAL, MENTAL, 

AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT THEY NEED TO THRIVE ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY. AND 

THIS BILL CAN MAKE THAT A REALITY. AS A PARENT, I'VE WITNESSED FIRSTHAND THE GROWING 

CHALLENGES THAT OUR CHILDREN FACE TO IN TODAY'S WORLD. FROM THE PRESSURES OF 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TO THE MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES BROUGHT ABOUT SOCIAL 

MEDIA, SUBSTANCE MISUSE, BULLYING, AND FAMILY TRAUMA, MANY STUDENTS ARE 

STRUGGLING IN IN WAYS THAT ARE INVISIBLE TO MOST TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND EVEN 

THEIR PEERS. WHILE OUR EDUCATORS DO THEIR BEST TO SUPPORT STUDENTS, THEY OFTEN LACK 

THE TRAINING AND RESOURCES TO EFFECTIVELY IDENTIFY OR ADDRESS THESE ISSUES. THIS IS 

WHERE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS CAN PLAY AN EMOTIONAL ROLE, AN ESSENTIAL ROLE. SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE TRAINED TO ASSESS, SUPPORT, AND PROVIDE INTERVENTIONS FOR 

STUDENTS MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS. THEY SERVE AS CRITICAL RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS WHO 

ARE EXPERIENCING ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, SUBSTANCE MISUSE, BEHAVIORAL ISSUES, OR 

EMOTIONAL STRUGGLES. BY HAVING A QUALIFIED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST ON STAFF, WE NOT 

ONLY ENSURE THAT OUR CHILDREN RECEIVE THE SUPPORT THEY NEED TO OVERCOME THESE 
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CHALLENGES, BUT ALSO HELP CREATE A HEALTHIER, MORE SUPPORTIVE LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL STUDENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, I'M A PEER MENTOR WITH TOHGE. I HAVE SEEN 

FIRSTHAND HANDHELD CHILDREN AND FAMILIES STRUGGLE WITH FAMILY SEPARATION DUE TO 

SUBSTANCE USE AND MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES. MY CHILDREN ARE RESILIENT AS I 

WORKED ON MY RECOVERY AND THEY WERE GROWING. THEY WERE GOING THROUGH SOME 

EMOTIONAL CHALLENGES. THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO A MENTAL HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL WHO COULD PROVIDE TARGETED STRATEGIES FOR COPING IN SCHOOLS. 

WITHOUT THAT SUPPORT, THE ISSUE ONLY ESCALATED AFFECTING MY CHILDREN'S P 

PERFORMANCE AND WELL-BEING. A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO STEP 

IN SOONER, OFFERING INTERVENTIONS AND CONNECTING US WITH THE RESOURCES WE NEEDED 

TO ADDRESS THE ISSUES BEFORE IT GREW LARGER. I HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO REPRESENT TOHGE 

AND COLLABORATE WITH THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO ESTABLISH THE FIRST 

EVER HOPE DEALERS COALITION AT OKKODO HIGH SCHOOL. THIS COALITION IS STUDENT LED, 

WHICH TURNS NEGATIVE INTO POSITIVE AND MAKES STUDENTS BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN 

CHANGE THEIR LIFE CHOICES FOR THE BETTER. WE HAVE AN AMAZING TEAM OF STUDENTS 

WANTING TO DO SO MANY THINGS AND WE ARE IN SUPPORT OF THIS EFFORT. ADDITIONALLY, 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE CRUCIAL IN HELPING TO IDENTIFY STUDENTS WHO MAY NEED 

SPECIALIZED SERVICES, ENSURING EARLY INTERVENTION FOR LEARNING DISABILITIES, 

EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCES, AND BEHAVIORAL ISSUES. EARLY SUPPORT CAN MAKE A WORLD OF 

A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD'S ACADEMIC AND OVERALL MENTAL HEALTH. RESEARCH SHOWS THAT 

STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT AT SCHOOLS ARE MORE LIKELY TO HAVE 

IMPROVED ACADEMIC OUTCOMES, BETTER SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SKILLS, A GREATER SENSE OF 

BELONGING, AND SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ALSO WORK TO TRAIN TEACHERS AND STAFF TO 

CREATE A SAFE AND INCLUSIVE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT, THEREBY BENEFITING THE ENTIRE 

STUDENT BODY. IN CLOSING, I URGE YOU TO PASS THIS BILL AND PRIORITIZE THE MENTAL 

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF OUR STUDENTS. BY ESTABLISHING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN OUR 

SCHOOLS, WE TAKE AN IMPORTANT STEP IN PROVIDING THE SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN DESERVE. 

THIS IS AN INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE AND THE FUTURE OF OUR COMMUNITY. THANK YOU 

AGAIN FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MISS MORTON. IS THERE ANYONE ELSE HERE THAT WOULD LIKE TO TESTIFY ON BILL 

295? OKAY.  

 

BRIAN HAHN 

HELLO. THANK YOU. DISTINGUISHED SENATORS AND HAFA ADAI. I DON'T KNOW. THERE'S NOT 

REALLY I THINK EVERYBODY HAS SAID  IT'S SO APPARENT AND SOLID OF WHAT WHY WE WOULD 

SHOULD PASS THIS BILL OR WHY NOT ME BUT THE DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE SHOULD VOTE ON THIS 

AND LET YOUR CONSCIENCE AND GOD AND WHAT THE RIGHT THING TO DO IS GUIDE YOUR 

DECISION WITH THAT. BY HEARING EVERYBODY'S TESTIMONY AND I COULD FEEL  THE ENERGY 

IN THE ROOM AND THE SINCERE AND GENUINE AND IT WAS REALLY TOUCHING TO SEE THAT 

EVERYBODY PRETTY MUCH HAS BEEN TOUCHED BY THESE KIND OF SITUATIONS. SO I DON'T 

REALLY THERE'S NOT FOR YOU KNOW EVERYBODY HAS SAID EVERYTHING THAT THEY COULD 

SAY AND IT'S SO APPARENT AND IT WAS VERY MOVING AND IT'S VERY SENTIMENTAL TO ME AS 

WELL BECAUSE I HAVE FIVE CHILDREN FOUR ARE STILL IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM SO IT DOES 

AFFECT ME DIRECTLY AND LIKE REBECCA WE BOTH WORK FOR OR WE SUPPORT AND REPRESENT 

TOHGE AN ORGANIZATION THAT SUPPORTS THESE THINGS AND WE'VE BEEN BLESSED ENOUGH 

TO BE ABLE TO GIVE AN GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND 

THEIR AMAZING TEAM TO GO INTO THE SCHOOLS AND TO HAVE A YOU KNOW A COUNSELING 

APPROACH, A CLINICAL AND AS WELL AS A PEER APPROACH WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES TO 
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SUPPORT THE YOU KNOW TO TRY AND REACH THE CHILDREN. AND WE'VE BEEN IN THE SCHOOLS 

AND IT'S REALLY SAD. WE WERE REALLY BLESSED TO GO INTO PRICE ELEMENTARY FROM 

KINDERGARTEN TO FIFTH GRADE AND YOU KNOW YOU DON'T SO FOR SUICIDAL IDEATIONS HOW 

DO YOU DO THAT WHEN A KINDER GARTER TO A FIFTH GRADE AND I IF IT WASN'T FOR THE 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND NADINE CEPEDA AND ALSO A FEW OTHER PEERS LIKE 

REBECCA WE WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN ABLE TO I THINK HAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT AND IF IT WASN'T 

ALSO FOR THAT COUNSELOR WHO REACHED OUT TO OUR ORGANIZATION TO HAVE THAT 

SITUATION I THINK THAT WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN OPPORTUNITY TO DO THAT. SO LIKE WHAT YOU 

WERE SAYING, SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, IF SOMEONE WAS THERE FOR YOUR 

FAMILY MEMBER THAT PASSED BECAUSE OF THAT, MAYBE SOMEONE MAYBE THAT 

PRESENTATION, US BEING THERE AT THAT SCHOOL, THAT TIME MIGHT HAVE MIGHT HAVE MAYBE 

SAVED A LIFE. WHO KNOWS? BECAUSE WE CAN NEVER REALLY, YOU KNOW THAT FOR SURE. I DO 

KNOW THAT AND THE DATA ALL THE DATA SHOWS WHY WE WOULD WANT PSYCHOLOGISTS IN 

THE SCHOOL IF IT'S A TWO-PRONG THING. IT'S A YOU NEED A VILLAGE TO SAVE A VILLAGE. SO IF 

YOU JUST HAVE EDUCATORS WELL WHO TAKES CARE OF THEIR MENTAL HEALTH. SO THAT'S 

WHERE THE PSYCHOLOGISTS COME INTO PLAY WHERE THEY'RE TRAINED AND THEY HAVE THE 

BACKGROUND AND THEY HAVE THE PASSION AND THE DESIRE TO WANT TO HELP THE CHILDREN. 

ALSO THERE'S A THING CALLED ACES. IT'S CALLED ADULT CHILDHOOD ADVERSE CHILDHOOD 

EXPERIENCES. 64% OF ADULTS HAVE AT LEAST ONE ADULT CHILDHOOD I MEAN ADVERSE 

CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCE WHICH IS NEGLECT ABUSE OR DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY 

ENVIRONMENTS WHICH IS DIVORCE SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND STUFF LIKE THAT. SO THAT'S THE 

REALITY AND THAT'S IN OUR IN OUR FAMILIES AND I'VE SEEN THAT FIRSTHAND. THAT'S THE 

REASON WHY TOHGE HAS TAKEN A DIFFERENT MOVEMENT INTO GOING INTO AND TRYING OUR 

BEST TO REACH OUT TO THE YOUTH. AND THAT'S WHY WE DID THE HOPE DEALERS WITH A 

EXPERT FROM THE STATES NAMED JERIA MARTIN. AND WE HAD A TEAM WITH DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION WITH JERIA MARTIN, THE HOPE DEALERS, AND ALSO TO GET TOGETHER SO THAT WE 

CAN AT LEAST TRY AND DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT LIKE MISS CEPEDA'S SISTER SAID. SO, NOT 

ACTUALLY JUST TALKING ABOUT IT, BUT ACTUALLY DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT. SO, AT THE 

END OF THE DAY, I'LL JUST LEAVE YOU WITH THIS QUESTION AND I'VE SEEN IT BECAUSE I HAD 

PEOPLE LIKE OTHERS HERE TAKE THEIR LIFE. YOU KNOW, YOUNG BASKETBALL PLAYER, HE'S 

ONLY A SOPHOMORE A YEAR OR TWO AGO. HE TOOK HIS LIFE AND HE WAS AT JFK. I EVEN HAD 

ANOTHER A DOCTOR. HER SON WAS A SENIOR AT HARVEST. AND THEN ONE DAY HE LOOKED 

NORMAL. SHE SAID EVERYTHING WAS GOOD. SHE WOKE UP. HE WASN'T THERE IN THE KITCHEN 

WHERE THEY HAVE BREAKFAST TOGETHER. SHE WENT INTO HIS ROOM AND HE HAD TOOK HIS 

LIFE. SO YOU NEVER KNOW ABOUT THESE THINGS. BUT THE QUESTION I DO KNOW THAT IF WE 

HAVE CHILD PSYCHOLOGISTS BECAUSE THEY'VE EVEN BEEN THERE FOR MY CHILDREN. IF YOU 

HAVE THEM IN SCHOOL, YOU HAVE THEIR HAVING A FOOTPRINT THERE. THERE IS THERE IS SOME 

SOMEBODY THAT'S TRYING TO WORK ON AND SUPPORT A CHILD'S WELLNESS AND I THINK THAT'S 

VERY IMPORTANT TO HAVE IN OUR SCHOOLS AND IF WE CAN EXECUTE THAT AND HAVE IT DONE 

THEN I THINK IT'S AMAZING AND I THINK WE NEED TO GET THAT DONE BUT YOU KNOW I'M JUST 

A I'M JUST A GUY YOU KNOW WHAT AM I SAYING YOU KNOW SO BUT THE QUESTION I'D LIKE TO 

LEAVE YOU WITH IS THAT I ASK MYSELF EVEN WHEN WE WHEN I HAVE TO WORK AND WHY DO I 

ANSWER A CALL AT 3 IN THE MORNING WHEN A PEER IS CALLING YOU KNOW WHY DO I DO THIS 

AND GO OUT AND DO CRISIS INTERPRET INTERVENTION AND TAKE SOMEONE FROM GRMC OR 

GUAM BEHAVIORAL, I MEAN GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL TO GUAM BEHAVIORAL TO GO INTO 

THE INPATIENT ADULT UNIT OR THE DETOX CENTER. I ASKED MYSELF HOW MUCH IS A LIFE 

WORTH? SO I IMPLORE YOU TO THINK ABOUT THAT QUESTION IS HOW MUCH IS A LIFE WORTH 

WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT PASSING OR NOT PASSING A BILL? WHAT IS THAT? WHAT IS ONE LIFE 

WORTH TO YOU? THANK YOU. SI YUUS MAASE. 
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SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. HAHN. IS THERE ANYBODY ELSE THAT WOULD LIKE TO TESTIFY ON THIS BILL? 

WE WILL NOW OPEN IT UP TO QUESTIONS. SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO THE PANELS THAT WERE HERE TODAY AND THANK YOU, MADAM 

CHAIR, FOR HAVING THIS PUBLIC HEARING. MADAM CHAIR, I STUDIED PSYCHOLOGY IN COLLEGE 

BECAUSE I BELIEVED IN THE POWER OF UNDERSTANDING HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND MENTAL 

HEALTH. I INTERNED AT A CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC BECAUSE I WANTED TO SEE THAT BELIEF PUT 

INTO PRACTICE AND I SENT THREE OF MY CHILDREN TO GUAM'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS BECAUSE I 

BELIEVE IN THIS COMMUNITY. THIS PARTICULAR BILL SITS AT THE INTERSECTION OF ALL THREE 

OF THOSE THINGS FOR ME TODAY. I HAVE JUST A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS. MADAM CHAIR, AND 

MAYBE I CAN GET MAYBE TO PERHAPS ANSWER. DOES THE BILL REQUIRE AN AMENDMENT 

EXPLICITLY REQUIRING LICENSURE RENEWAL? AND IF SO, WHAT RECOMMENDATION SHOULD US 

AS POLICYMAKERS CONSIDER RELATIVE TO RENEWAL FREQUENCY AND CONTINUING 

EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS? OR IS THE CURRENT LAW 10GCA SECTION 122324 WHICH REQUIRES 

LICENSES TO BE RENEWED EVERY 2 YEARS? IS IT SUFFICIENT ENOUGH? 

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

CURRENTLY UNDER THE BOARD ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINERS THAT IS REQUIRED OF ALL 

PROFESSIONS UNDER THE ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS. SO UNDER THE PROVISION OF THE 

PSYCHOLOGY SECTION WE ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE 40 YEARS HOW MANY OUT OF 40 EVERY TWO 

YEARS I THINK IT'S 50 RIGHT IT'S 40 YOU SURE REQUIRE I THINK PSYCHOLOGY SECTION REQUIRED 

THE MOST OF 40 CONTINUE EDUCATION EVERY TWO YEARS AND SIX ETHICS. SO IT IS THE SAME 

REQUIREMENT OF ALL THE PROFESSIONS UNDER THE ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINERS. I THINK 

PSYCHOLOGY HAS THE MOST OF NOT 40 I THINK IT'S 50. YEAH. CONTINUING EDUCATION. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

SO YOU BELIEVE THAT IT IS SUFFICIENT ENOUGH? 

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

I THINK WE'RE FOLLOWING THE NATIONAL STANDARDS. I THINK WHEN ONE WANTS TO LEARN, IT 

DOESN'T MATTER THAT YOU HAVE SOMEBODY LOOKING OVER YOU, YOU KNOW, YOU GET THE 

CONTINUING EDUCATION BECAUSE YOU'RE INTERESTED WITH IN WHAT YOU WANTED TO AND BE 

MORE LEARNED, RIGHT? LEARN IT. SO, I DON'T KNOW I CANNOT ANSWER THE QUESTION 

WHETHER IT'S ENOUGH BECAUSE IT DEPENDS ON INDIVIDUAL. SO WHEN WE DESIRE TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT THE SPECIFIC AREA IN PSYCHOLOGY THEY WANT TO THEY WILL DO SO AND 

PERHAPS THEY CAN ALSO GET CERTIFICATION TO BE AN EXPERT IN THE AREA TO LEARN MORE 

AND BECOME YEAH. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU. THE COURSEWORK DOMAINS REQUIRED BY THE BILL PSYCHOLOGICAL 

FOUNDATIONS ASSESSMENT INTERVENTIONS RESEARCH AND ETHICS. CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY 

EACH OF THESE IS ESSENTIAL TO SOMEONE WORKING WITH CHILDREN IN A SCHOOL SETTING? I'M 

TRYING TO HELP GET YOUR HELP TO HELP THIS COMMITTEE UNDERSTAND WHAT A FULLY 

PREPARED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST ACTUALLY KNOWS. 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

ALL RIGHT, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, THESE ARE THE NATIONAL STANDARDS. SO, IF 

YOU'RE GRADUATING ON MINIMUM AS A MASTER'S DEGREE, THESE ARE THE REQUIRED 

COURSEWORK. THESE ARE NATIONAL STANDARDS. SO WE ARE TRYING TO WE WANT TO BE LEVEL 
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THE GROUND AND MAKE IT NATIONAL STANDARDS. SO ALL THESE COURSE WORKS THAT WE PUT 

I WORKED CLOSELY WITH DR. MAMIE BALAJADIA BUT THESE ARE NATIONAL STANDARDS AND 

THIS IS A REQUIREMENT TO GET A DEGREE IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY. SO THESE COURSE WORKS 

ARE ALL REQUIRED. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

THANK YOU FOR THAT. RECOGNIZING THE BILL REQUIRES APPLICANTS TO PASS THE PRACTICE 2 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY EXAMINATION. WHAT RELATIONSHIP DO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS 

CURRENTLY SHARE WITH THE GUAM COMMISSION FOR EDUCATION EDUCATOR CERTIFICATION? 

AND WILL THE GCE SERVE ANY ROLE WITH RESPECT TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST LICENSING, 

RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS, AND CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINTS? 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

SO, CURRENTLY THE GUAM COMMISSION DOES NOT CERTIFY SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST. THEY 

CERTIFY TEACHERS. AND THIS IS WHERE THE RIFT BECAUSE OF THE PSYCHOLOGIST TITLE THEY 

WANTED TO GO BACK TO THE GUAM ALLIED HEALTH BOARD. SO WE WERE IN LIMBO. SO FOR 

MYSELF I'M USING A TITLE AS PSYCHOLOGIST AND I DON'T HAVE THAT REQUIREMENT. THAT'S 

WHY I URGENTLY CAME TO SENATOR SABRINA MATANANE BECAUSE THERE'S SIX OF US. FIVE OF 

US DO NOT MEET THAT QUALIFICATION USING THAT TITLE. ONLY ONE OF US DOES. HOWEVER, 

WE'VE PROVIDE BEEN PROVIDING THESE SERVICES. WE'VE DONE MASTERS LIKE I GRADUATED 

FROM CAL STATE SACRAMENTO WITH A PSYCH DEGREE. I GOT A MASTER'S EXPERIMENTAL 

PSYCH FROM CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE AND I GOT A DOUBLE MASTERS HERE AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF GUAM. AND EVEN WITH THAT, WE HAVE REALLY INTENSE COURSEWORK AND INTENSE 

TRAINING, RIGOROUS TRAINING. AND SO WHAT WE'RE SAYING IS IF SOMEONE COMES FROM THE 

STATES AND HAVE THESE MEET THESE CRITERIA THAT YOU MEET NATIONAL STANDARDAND 

OUR PEOPLE AND OUR STUDENTS DEMAND THAT WHY ANYTHING LESS LET'S HAVE THEM GET 

THE BEST PEOPLE TO HELP OUR STUDENTS AND WORK WITH OUR COMMUNITY.  

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

AND AS A GRADUATE OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM MYSELF I APPRECIATE 

YOUR INPUT AS WELL. FOR THE RECORD, ARE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS COVERED BY THE 

GENERAL PAY PLAN? AND HOW CAN THE BILL AS DRAFTED HELP CONFIRM WHETHER THERE'S A 

NEED TO MOVE THESE POSITIONS TO ANOTHER PAY PLAN OR DEVELOP A STANDALONE 

COMPENSATION STUDY TO HELP ADDRESS RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION CHALLENGES FOR 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS MOVING FORWARD? 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO, THAT'S A VERY GOOD QUESTION. MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT 

IT'S NOT INCLUDED IN THE GENERAL PAY PLAN.  I THINK WITH THE PASSAGE OF THIS BILL, WHAT 

WILL HAPPEN IS THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION IS GOING TO NEED TO DEVELOP A JOB 

DESCRIPTION AND A PAY SCALE TO SUPPORT THAT POSITION. SO YEAH, I THIS IS DEFINITELY 

SOMETHING THAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN AND I APPRECIATE EVERYONE HERE HELPING US DEAL 

WITH THIS JEOPARDY THAT I THINK OUR PSYCHOLOGISTS, OUR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ARE 

FACING BECAUSE AS I MENTIONED IN MY TESTIMONY, THEY WERE HIRED AS PSYCHOLOGISTS. 

THAT'S ACTUALLY THE JOB DESCRIPTION THAT'S ON THE BOOKS FOR CIVIL SERVICE 

COMMISSION. AND SO THEY'VE BEEN PUT IN JEOPARDY WHEN IN 202 THE AMENDMENTS WERE 

MADE TO SPECIFICALLY INDICATE THAT IN ORDER FOR YOU TO USE PSYCHOLOGIST IN THE TITLE, 

YOU HAD TO MEET CERTAIN CRITERIA THAT WAS MORE GEARED TOWARDS A CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGIST THAN JUST WHAT THESE FOLKS WERE DOING IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM. SO YES, 
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THEY'RE GOING TO NEED TO DEVELOP VERY QUICKLY AND ENSURE THAT THERE'S SOME KIND OF 

COMPENSATION SCHEDULE APPROPRIATE FOR THAT POSITION.  

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THAT. AND I HAVE ONE MORE QUESTION, MADAM CHAIR, 

IS CAN YOU DESCRIBE ANYONE ON THE PANEL FOR THIS OR MAYBE THAT ARE HERE? CAN 

ANYONE DESCRIBE FOR THE COMMITTEE THE RANGE OF STUDENTS WHO RELY ON SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY SERVICES AT GDOE? I KNOW I HEARD IT EARLIER, BUT I JUST WANT TO LET ME JUST 

ASK AGAIN. THOSE STUDENTS, STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES, BEHAVIORAL 

CHALLENGES, TRAUMA HISTORIES, MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS. I WANT THE COMMITTEE AND THE 

PEOPLE OF GUAM TO UNDERSTAND EXACTLY WHO WE ARE TALKING ABOUT WHEN WE ARE 

DEBATING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PROFESSIONALS THAT ARE IN FACT SERVING THEM. 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

AND THAT'S A GREAT QUESTION. SO, LET ME RESPOND TO THAT. I WROTE A GRANT FOR $1.6 

MILLION THREE YEARS AGO FOR UNIVERSAL SCREENING. GUAM IS SO BEHIND. I'M NOT QUITE 

SURE WHY OUR PEOPLE OF GUAM DESERVE THE BEST, BUT I CAME FROM MENTAL HEALTH. WE 

ARE 20 YEARS BEHIND SADLY, BUT I WROTE THAT GRANT KNOWING WHAT IS THE PATHWAY TO 

IDENTIFY THESE AT RISK STUDENTS AND THAT'S ONE OF THEM. WE THAT $1.6 MILLION PAID FOR 

FOUR SOCIAL WORKERS AND A DISTRICT SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST. WITH THAT WERE EIGHT 

SCHOOLS. IF I AND THIS IS WHY I SAID THE DATA IS ALARMING. WE HAD 1,826 STUDENTS 

ORIENTED BECAUSE PUBLIC LAW 31-202 AND I'VE BEEN WORKING WITH DIFFERENT SENATORS 

EVEN LAST LEGISLATION. IT HINDERS AND IMPEDES IN GETTING THE INFORMED CONSENT FOR 

PEOPLE TO BE SCREENED IN ORDER TO FOR US TO IDENTIFY THESE AT RISK STUDENTS. ALARMING 

ENOUGH, JUST OUT OF 2663 WERE IDENTIFIED HIGH- RISK, HAD ACTIVE THOUGHTS, HISTORY, AND 

ATTEMPTS. IF WE DIDN'T SCREEN THEM, WHO KNOWS? AND THE POWER OF THIS CONSENT PUBLIC 

LAW 310 31-202 HAS BEEN A FIGHT THAT WE'VE DOE HAS BEEN WORKING IN THE LAST 5 YEARS. 

AND IT'S REALLY CONCERNING BECAUSE WE WANT A LARGER GROUP OF STUDENTS TO BE 

HONESTLY OPT OUT SO WE CAN SCREEN MORE. WE GIVE BACK THE PARENTS THE POWER BY 

SAYING I'M LETTING YOU KNOW WE DO IT RIGHT THERE. WE ACTIVATE THE TEAM. WE SCREEN 

THEM. WE DO A SAFETY PLAN. WE NOTIFY THE PARENT. THEY CONSULT WITH US WHO'S A 

LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL. AND IF IT'S ACUTE, WE REFER TO GUAN 

BEHAVIORIAL HEALTH WELLNESS CENTER. SO WHEN YOU'RE ASKING HOW MANY JUST THAT 

NUMBER IS UNIVERSAL SCREENING, HOW MANY ARE REFERRED TO US? IT GOES THROUGH A 

PROCESS THAT MTSS MULTI-TIERED SUPPORT SYSTEM IS VERY CRUCIAL BECAUSE WE ALL PLAY 

ROLES. THESE DAYS ARE GONE WHEN YOU'RE SAYING I CAN'T DO THAT. I CAN'T DO THAT 

BECAUSE THAT'S ON MY JOB DESCRIPTION. WE IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO WORK WITH ONE CHILD 

AND WE NEED EVERYONE IN THE PLAYING FIELD TO HELP US FROM TEACHERS, SCHOOL 

COUNSELORS, SOCIAL WORKERS, SCHOOL PSYCH, EVERYBODY HAS AN IMPORTANT ROLE. SO THE 

QUESTION TO GIVE YOU THAT NUMBER, I DO NOT HAVE THAT NUMBER ON YOU. I DO KNOW THAT 

NUMBER WITH THE ENHANCING YOUR MENTAL HEALTH BECAUSE WE COLLECT DATA. DATA 

DRIVES WHAT WE DO AND I CAN PROVIDE THAT AND MAKE THAT AVAILABLE TO YOU. RIGHT. 

RIGHT OFF THE BAT, THAT'S JUST EIGHT SCHOOLS. AND WE'RE ONLY DOING ONE GRADE LEVEL. 

SEVENTH GRADE IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND THAT'S FOUR SCHOOLS. AND 10TH GRADERS IN 

THE HIGHEST SCHOOL, FOUR. WE HAVE MORE HIGH SCHOOLS THAN MIDDLE SCHOOLS. AND YET, 

THIS IS HOW YOU CAPTURE A LARGER GROUP. GUAM HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST SUICIDE RATE. 

WE KNOW THIS. WE EVEN HAVE A HIGH RATE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT. WE ARE THIRD IN THE 

COUNTRY. AND THAT'S ONE OF THE THINGS WE CAPTURE. THE ACE FOR ADOLESCENCE IS CALLED 

THE PEARLS. DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY THAT WE HAD TO GO TO GPD AND CALL CPS? IT'S 

ALARMING THAT WE SAY FAMILIAR. WELL, IT'S A LOT OF HURT WHEN YOU VIOLATE PEOPLE, 
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WHEN YOU FEEL NEGLECT. SCHOOL IS THE PLACE TO ACCESS THESE SERVICES BECAUSE 

RESEARCH INDICATE THAT THEY DON'T GO BECAUSE THEY DON'T HAVE THE MONEY OR 

TRANSPORTATION. IT'S IN THE SCHOOLS THAT WE CAN PROVIDE THEM. AND I HOPE THAT 

ANSWERS YOUR QUESTION, SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO. 

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

NO, IT DOES AND I THINK FROM THE TESTIMONY HERE FOR TODAY, AND THAT YOU'RE 

ABSOLUTELY CORRECT THAT THIS BILL IS CRITICAL TODAY. WHY WE HAD TO WAIT NEARLY TWO 

DECADES TO BE ABLE TO GET TO THIS POINT. WHY WE HAD TO WAIT A VERY LONG TIME TO 

FINALLY GET SOME LEVEL OF SUPPORT. ESPECIALLY WITH ALL THE SKILLS AND ALL OF THE 

EDUCATION YOU ALL BRING. FIVE OF THE SIX SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS, MADAM CHAIR, 

TESTIFIED HERE. THERE'S ONE THAT'S MISSING, BUT WE HAVE THE FULL COMPLIMENT THAT ARE 

TELLING ALL OF US THAT THIS BILL IS ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL TODAY TO SUPPORT THE SCHOOL 

NEEDS OF OUR GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S SCHOOL STUDENTS. AND I KNOW THAT YOU 

ALSO ARE HELPING THOSE PRIVATE SCHOOLS BECAUSE THEY DO SOMETIMES. I KNOW THEY CALL 

AND ASK YOU FOR SUPPORT AND THOSE ARE AND THAT JUST TELLS YOU THAT THAT IT'S NOT 

JUST YOURS. IT'S QUITE BROAD. WE SHOULD HAVE NOT WAITED 20 YEARS TO BRING THIS POLICY 

FORWARD, BUT WE'RE IN 2026 NOW AND THIS POLICY IS GOING TO GET US RIGHT WHERE WE NEED 

TO BE TODAY AND MOVING FORWARD. THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR, FOR THE TIME ON THIS 

PARTICULARLY AND MOST IMPORTANT BILL AT THIS TIME.  

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR. YES. 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

SORRY. MADAM CHAIR, IF I COULD JUST EXPAND ON SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO'S QUESTION 

REGARDING THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS THAT WE'RE LOOKING AT THE POWER OF AI IT'S 1 TO 5% 

OF YOUR OF A STUDENT POPULATION THAT NEEDS SPECIFICALLY TIER THREE SERVICES WHICH 

IS REALLY THE FOCUS OF OUR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST. SO WHEN YOU LOOK AT DOE IF YOU DO 

THE MATH AT THE LOW END ABOUT 350 STUDENTS AT THE HIGH END ABOUT 1500 STUDENTS NOW 

FOR GUAM IT ACTUALLY MAY BE MUCH HIGHER THAN THAT. AND I APPRECIATE NADINE AND 

HER REFERENCE TO THE UNIVERSAL SCREENING INITIATIVE THAT SHE INTRODUCED WITH THIS 

GRANT THAT WE WERE ACCEPTED TO IMPLEMENT. SO WITH THAT SCREENING PROCESS, WE HOPE 

TO FULLY IDENTIFY ALL THE STUDENTS THAT TRULY NEED TIER THREE OR TIER 2 SUPPORTS. SO 

WE DO HAVE SOCIAL WORKERS AND COUNSELORS AND WE WANT THEM TO FOCUS ON THE 

STUDENTS WHO NEED TWO TIER 2 SUPPORTS, BUT THE PSYCHOLOGIST CAN DO OF COURSE THE 

RANGE. THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST CAN DO THE RANGE OF SERVICES THAT ARE NEEDED TIER 

ONE TO TIER THREE. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. ANDERSON. BEFORE WE HEAD TO OUR NEXT SENATOR, I DID WANT TO JUST 

FOLLOW UP ON THE SUPERINTENDENT'S TESTIMONY REGARDING THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

LICENSURE SECTION THAT REFERENCES PRACTICE 2 IN SUBSECTION 1202 C. SHE INDICATED THAT 

IT SHOULD BE NON-SPECIFIC IN ORDER TO ALLOW FOR ALTERNATIVE EXAMINATIONS THAT 

MEASURE COMPETENCY AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RATHER THAN A SPECIFIC TEST NAME. CAN 

YOU KIND OF IS THAT SOMETHING MISS BALAJADIA THAT YOU WOULD AGREE WITH THAT IT 

SHOULD BE NON-SPECIFIC OR NADINE OR 

 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 
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WELL, I CAN DO MY BEST TO I BELIEVE I UNDERSTAND HER POSITION THAT YOU KNOW AGAIN 

DEPENDING ON I GUESS THE THERE ARE MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THERE ARE OTHER TESTS 

OR EXAMINATIONS FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ASIDE FROM THE PRACTICE TOO AND AGAIN 

DEPENDING ON YOU KNOW DIFFERENT CHANGES IN THAT WORKSPACE FOR SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS THAT YOU KNOW PERHAPS IF THERE'S A DIFFERENT EXAMINATION THAT'S 

MORE APPROPRIATE FOR OUR FOLKS THAT IT GIVES THE KIND OF FLEXIBILITY TO USE 

ALTERNATIVE EXAMS ASIDE FROM JUST THAT SPECIFIC ONE. SO, I DON'T THINK SHE HAS 

ANYTHING SPECIFIC AGAINST THE PRACTICE 2 BUT MORE JUST PROVIDING FOR FLEXIBILITY FOR 

THE ALLIED YOU KNOW EXAMINERS OF THE ALLIED HEALTH BOARD TO BE ABLE TO YOU KNOW 

WORK WITH DIFFERENT EXAM INSTRUMENTS. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

OKAY. 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

AGAIN, THIS IS I'M GOING TO DEFER THAT BECAUSE THAT IS MY MUD SUPERINTENDENT. BUT 

WHEN WE AGAIN WHEN DR. BALAJADIA AND I WROTE RIGHT PROPOSED THIS BILL, WE WORKED 

CLOSELY TOGETHER THAT WAS JUST A NATIONAL STANDARD AND I GUESS AFTER TALKING TO 

DR. WON PAT BRIEFLY BEFORE WE CAME IN. SHE WAS SAYING IS IF YOU LIMIT IT THEN IT WILL 

BE VERY DIFFICULT AND IF THEY'RE SEEING THAT WITH SOME OF THE TEACHERS AND SO THAT'S 

SOME OF THE THINGS THAT SHE KIND OF WANTED TO BE MORE FLEXIBLE. 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

OKAY. I JUST WANTED TO MAKE SURE WE'RE NOT LOOSENING ANY KIND OF LICENSURE 

REQUIREMENTS OR WE WANT TO ENSURE THAT ANY KIND OF SAFEGUARDS REMAIN IN PLACE. SO 

MAYBE WE CAN DISCUSS THAT A LITTLE FURTHER LATER. SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

 SI YUUS MAASE. FIRST, LET ME SAY THANK YOU SO MUCH NADINE FOR BRINGING THIS BILL TO 

OUR ATTENTION AND OF COURSE THOSE WHO CAME TO TESTIFY ON THE BILL. YOU KNOW I SENT 

A BILL THAT WOULD VERY MUCH SIMILAR IN NOVEMBER OF 2025. THIS BILL THAT I SENT TO YOU 

FOR A REVIEW. SO, I HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON BECAUSE I THINK IT'S GOING TO BE VERY 

INSTRUMENTAL IN COMPLEMENTING THIS BILL, YOU KNOW, STARTING FROM THE BEGINNING. 

SO, I HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON ON THAT. OKAY. OTHER THAN THAT, LET'S GET TO WORK 

ON SECURING THIS BILL FOR PASSAGE. SO, LET ME GET SOME QUESTIONS OUT FOR THE GUAM 

BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH UNDER NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS. ENTRY LEVEL SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS 

ARE GENERALLY REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A SPECIALIZED LEVEL OF DEGREE. TYPICALLY AN 

EDUCATION SPECIALIST OR EQUIVALENT WHICH INCLUDES APPROXIMATELY 60 OR MORE 

GRADUATE SEMESTER HOURS IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN ADDITION TO 1,200 HOURS 

SUPERVISED INTERNSHIP. SO THIS BILL HOWEVER ALLOWS FOR LICENSURES WITH A MASTER'S 

DEGREE IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY AND COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY 

WITHOUT SPECIFICALLY REQUIRING A SPECIALIST LEVEL PROGRAM OR EQUIVALENT CREDIT 

HOURS. FROM THE BOARD'S PERSPECTIVE HOW DOES THIS DIFFERENCE IMPACT THE 

CONSISTENCY AND COMPETENCY OF LICENSURE STANDARDS AND WOULD YOU RECOMMEND 

ALIGNING THE BILL MORE CLOSELY TO THE NASP'S SPECIALIST LEVEL REQUIREMENT? 

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

SENATOR, COULD YOU REPEAT THAT AGAIN ON THE LAST PART YOU'RE SAYING? 

 

https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Introduced_38th/Bill%20No.%20290-38%20(COR).pdf


Page 32 of 44 

 

Committee Report Digest: Public Hearing Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), 

CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING 

OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Wednesday April 8, 2026, at 8:00 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

BASICALLY IT'S TO YOU KNOW FROM YOUR PERSPECTIVE FROM THE BOARD'S PERSPECTIVE HOW 

DOES THIS DIFFERENCE IMPACT THE CONSISTENCY AND THE COMPETENCY OF LICENSURE 

STANDARDS? OKAY. FOR THE BOARD'S LET ME GO BACK AGAIN. OKAY. FOR THE BOARD'S 

PERSPECTIVE. IF YOU'D LIKE ME TO READ THE WHOLE THING AGAIN, I COULD TO BECAUSE I KNOW 

IT IS, YOU KNOW, IT TALKS ABOUT THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIALIZED LEVEL AND DEGREE 

TYPICALLY FOR THE EDUCATION SPECIALIST, RIGHT? OR EQUIVALENT, WHICH INCLUDES 

APPROXIMATELY 60 OR MORE GRADUATE SEMESTER HOURS IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY IN 

ADDITION 1,200 HOURS SUPERVISED INTERNSHIP. SO THIS BILL HOWEVER ALLOWS FOR 

LICENSURES WITH MASTER'S DEGREE IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY OR 

COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY WITHOUT EXPLICITLY REQUIRING A SPECIALIST LEVEL PROGRAM OR 

EQUIVALENT CREDIT HOURS IN THIS BILL. SO FROM YOUR THE BOARD'S PERSPECTIVE AGAIN 

HOW DOES THIS DIFFERENCE IMPACT THE CONSISTENCY AND THE COMPETENCY OF LICENSURE 

STANDARDS AND HOW WOULD YOU RECOMMEND ALIGNING THE BILL MORE CLOSELY TO THE 

NASP'S SPECIALIST LEVEL REQUIREMENT? FEEL FREE TO ANSWER IT AND OF COURSE NADINE YOU 

CAN ANSWER IT AS WELL BUT I'D LIKE TO HEAR FROM THE BOARD. 

 

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

SENATOR IN THIS IN THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY THERE ARE DIFFERENT SPECIALTY AND SCHOOL 

IS ONE OF THEM AND I'M CLINICAL SO IN THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY UNDER THIS NATIONAL 

STANDARDS AND ALSO WHEN WE DISCUSS WHAT IS REALLY SPECIAL AND PERTAINING TO THE 

LOCAL POPULATION THAT COULD BE ALSO INCLUDED IN WHAT IS REQUIRED LIKE CULTURAL 

SOMEBODY FROM AREA AND WHICH IS ALREADY IN OUR LAW RIGHT NOW. SO SPECIFICALLY 

RIGHT NOW PERTAINING TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY THAT GOES WITH THE NATIONAL STANDARD 

WHAT IS REQUIRED AND BASICALLY ALSO THAT THE CLINICAL HOURS OF SUPERVISION CLINICAL 

INTERNSHIP THAT IS REQUIRED BECAUSE YOU NEED TO HAVE THE EXPERIENCE UNDER A PERSON 

WHO'S ALREADY LICENSED AND QUALIFIED TO BE ABLE TO GUIDE YOU IN SOME WAY. THAT IS 

IMPORTANT. THAT'S THE REASON WHY THAT IS AND THAT NOT ONLY PERTAIN TO SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY BUT COUNSELING AND PARTICULARLY CLINICAL WE NEED THE CLINICAL HOURS 

IN ORDER BUT BEFORE YOU CAN BE LICENSED. SO WE MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENT AS SET UP 

UNDER THE STANDARDS AND IT COULD BE WE COULD ADD ON LOCAL FOR EXAMPLE RIGHT NOW 

THE COUNSELORS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE THE CULTURAL COMPETENCY OF THE COURSE IN 

ORDER TO ABLE TO OBTAIN THE LICENSE. SO EVEN THOUGH IT IS SPECIFIC IN THAT AREA, IT 

MIGHT NOT PERTAIN LIKE TO CLINICAL BECAUSE THE SETTING AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN 

WHICH WE WORK IN ARE QUITE DIFFERENT. CLINICAL RELATED TO CLINICS, HOSPITAL AND ALSO 

COULD BE PRIVATE PRACTICE CARE. SCHOOL YOU ARE DEALING WITH BIGGER POPULATION. 

YOU'RE DEALING WITH NOT ONLY CHILDREN BUT ALSO PARENTS AND YOUR OTHER COLLEAGUES 

AND TEACHERS. SO THE POPULATION IS WIDER. SO THEIR REQUIREMENT IS QUITE DIFFERENT IN 

A WAY THAN IT WOULD BE LIKE SAY FOR ME WORKING AT A CLINIC AT A HOSPITAL SETTING OR 

PRIVATE PRACTICE SETTING. I DON'T KNOW IF I ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

NO ACTUALLY IT'S NOT. IT'S BECAUSE THERE ARE CERTAIN STANDARDS IN THE NASP. NOW, HOW 

ARE WE GOING TO INCORPORATE IT INTO THE BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH? GO AHEAD, NADINE.  

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

IF I MAY, I'M GOING TO WEAR A DIFFERENT HAT AS WELL BECAUSE I'M ALSO IN THEALLIED 

HEALTH BOARD AND I REPRESENT LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS, LICENSED MENTAL 

HEALTH COUNSELORS, AND LICENSED MARRIAGE FAMILY THERAPY. SO, GUAM DOESN'T OFFER A 
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SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM. SO, THAT'S ONE. TWO WE ARE SAYING CURRENTLY THERE'S 

FIVE OF US THAT DON'T MEET THAT CRITERIA BECAUSE I HAVE A DOUBLE MASTERS AND I DID 

600 HOURS IN EACH PROGRAM WHICH IS A TOTAL OF 1,200 PSYCHOLOGY IS VERY PARTICULAR 

THAT IT'S USUALLY A DOCTORATE DEGREE THE EXCEPTION IS SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY BECAUSE 

IT REQUIRES A MINIMUM OF 60 CREDITS JUST LIKE A CLINICAL PSYCH OR COUNSELING PSYCH 

BUT IT'S THE INTERNSHIP THAT THE 1200 AND 600 HAS TO BE IN A SCHOOL SETTING. THEY NEED 

TO BE PROFICIENT WORKING WITH THE DIFFERENT LIFESPAN, RIGHT? THE AGE GROUP, RIGHT? 

BECAUSE A KINDER WOULD BE VERY DIFFERENT WHAT YOU SEE IN SECONDARY. AND SO JUST TO 

GET WITH TECHNICALITY, WE DIDN'T WE AGAIN ARE TRYING TO PUT THE NATIONAL STANDARDS 

BECAUSE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE TO GO OFF ISLAND, WE WANT OUR LOCAL PEOPLE TO COME 

BACK. AND THAT'S WHY SENATOR TELO, WE PUT THE GRANDFATHER PROVISION BECAUSE WE'VE 

MET THE 600. WE'VE BEEN WORKING IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM. WE JUST DON'T MEET THAT 

CRITERIA. AND SO THAT'S REASON WHY WE WANT PEOPLE TO COME AND MOVING FORWARD, 

WE'LL MEET THAT NATIONAL STANDARD. SO GREAT QUESTION. IT'S GOING TO BE LIGHT ISSUED 

BY THE GUAM ALLIED HEALTH BOARD. AND WITH THAT, THOSE ARE THE SCHOOL COURSE AS 

YOU LOOK AT THE NASP. THAT'S THE ONE THAT SAYS 1,200 AND IT NEEDS TO BE FROM A LICENSED 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST. WE'RE SAYING BECAUSE WE WORKED ON IT. THAT'S WHY WE'RE REALLY 

OR I'M GOING TO SAY I'M EMPHASIZING ON THE GRANDFATHER PROVISION. MY DEGREE AGAIN IS 

NOT IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY. IT'S IN ONE EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY AND THEN TWO I HAVE 

COUNSELING DEGREE IN BOTH TRACKS SCHOOL COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. SO, THE NASP YOU DON'T FEEL THAT IT SHOULD BE INTEGRATED INTO THE BOARD OF 

ALLIED HEALTH REQUIREMENT. 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

SO TECHNICALLY WE WERE TALKING ABOUT CERTIFICATION THAT IF YOU MET THAT CRITERIA 

THEN YOU MEET THE STANDARDS BECAUSE IN MOST STATES THAT IS THE REQUIREMENT WITH 

THE 1200 PLUS SUPERVISED BY SOMEBODY 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

AGAIN INCORPORATING IT INTO THE BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH'S REQUIREMENT. 

 

 

MAMIE BALAJDAIA 

I THINK THEY WERE LOOKING AT CERTIFICATION AND THE BOARD IS GOING TO BE WORKING ON 

CERTIFICATION THAT WOULD BE THE ANSWER TO IT  

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

CORRECT OKAY YES SO THERE ARE THINGS THAT WE WERE LOOKING AT IS LICENSURE BECAUSE 

THAT'S THE HIGHER POLICY WE WERE LOOKING AT CERTIFICATION AND THAT CERTIFICATION 

WAS A 60 CREDITS LOOKING AT IF YOU ARE AN NASP, YOU'LL GET THE CERTIFICATION RIGHT 

AWAY, BUT WE'RE BUILDING INTO WHAT THAT LOOKS LIKE AT THIS POINT. AND SHE DOES HAVE 

SHE CAN CONSULT WITH THE ASP BECAUSE THERE'S A DIVISION IN APA, AMERICAN 

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. SO, WE'RE WORKING ON THAT TO SAY IF YOU MEET THAT 

PATHWAY, YOU'LL GET CERTIFIED. WE'RE WORKING ON THE SECOND PATHWAY THAT THE GUAM 

BOARD OF ALLIED HEALTH CAN ISSUE ON CERTIFICATION.  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 
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OKAY. WOULD YOU BE OPEN TO CLARIFYING IN THE BILL THAT THE PRACTICE OF SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY IS LIMITED TO EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS AND DOES NOT INCLUDE THE 

INDEPENDENT DIAGNOSIS OF TREATMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS BEYOND SCHOOL 

RELATED LEARNING AND ADJUSTMENT NEEDS? 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

OKAY. SO YES, THANK YOU. I'M OKAY WITH THAT. THE ONLY THING IS IN OUR CURRENT LAW IN 

THE LPC LMT, THEY CAN DIAGNOSE. AND I KNOW THIS HAS BEEN A CONTENTION BECAUSE LPC'S 

ARE GENERAL PRACTITIONERS. LMHC IS A SPECIALIZED FOR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT AND 

LMFT IS A SPECIALTY LICENSED WITH MARRIAGE AND FAMILY AND COUPLES. SO WHEN WE 

THINK ABOUT THIS, THEY CAN DO THAT. I HOLD ALL THREE LICENSURE AND THAT WOULD BE MY 

THING IS PERHAPS WE CAN GO BACK AND I CAN WORK WITH SENATOR SABRINA SO I COULD DO 

MORE RESEARCH BECAUSE IF YOU'RE RIGHT IT'S A SCHOOL SETTING BUT ALL OF US HOLD A 

CURRENT LICENSE WITH MOM ALLIED HEALTH BOARD WHICH DOES ALLOW US TO DIAGNOSE 

BASED ON OUR LMHC LPC OR LMFT. 

 

 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. SO WOULD YOU SUPPORT INCLUDING A PROVISION REQUIRING REFERRAL TO A LICENSED 

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST OR  APPROPRIATE PROVIDER WHEN A STUDENT PRESENTS A MENTAL 

HEALTH CONDITION BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THE SCHOOL'S UH BASED SERVICES? 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. I'M GOING TO THANK YOU AGAIN SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. THAT'S SOMETHING I DON'T 

WANT TO BE SO INHAST TO RESPOND. I WOULD LIKE TO JUST KIND OF SETTLE WITH THAT AND 

SOMETIMES IT JUST REGISTERS BECAUSE THIS IMPACTS EVERYBODY AND I KIND OF LIKE I'M ONE 

TO LOVE TO DO RESEARCH AND SO BEFORE I SAY ANYTHING AND PROVIDE YOU A RESPONSE, I 

WOULD LIKE TO KIND OF GO BACK AND LET IT REGISTER AND READ ON THAT AND PROVIDE 

SENATOR SABRINA BACK INTO THAT AMENDMENT IF ANYTHING.  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. YEAH, THERE'S A MARKET MEETING, YOU KNOW, USUALLY AFTERWARDS TO MAKE SURE 

THAT WE HAVE A CLEAN BILL THAT COMES IN IN FRONT OF US SO THERE'S NOT THAT MANY 

QUESTIONS. SO, NOW THAT I HAVE VANGIE HERE, SO VANGIE, MY QUESTION IS, DO YOU THINK 

THAT THIS BILL ALLOWS FOR THE SAME TREATMENT IN THE CHARTER SCHOOLS?  

 

 

ABSOLUTELY, SENATOR. HERE'S THE THING. REMEMBER, IN ALL MY ON ALL MY PUBLIC 

HEARINGS, I SAY THIS IS NOT ANTI-CHARTER, ANTI- GDOE. THIS IS THE CHILDREN OF GUAM, THE 

KIDS OF GUAM. SO WHEN I LIKE WITH THIS FOUR SUICIDE CASE, OKAY, UH IN THE CHARTER 

SCHOOL THAT HAPPENED RECENTLY IN ONE CHARTER SCHOOL, IT WAS BECAUSE THE FRIENDS 

WERE BEING SEPARATED. THEY WERE ALL CONNECTED BY SOCCER. THAT'S THIS I KNOW FOR A 

FACT. AND SOME HAD TO GO TO A CHARTER, SOME HAD TO GO TO GW. AND IT'S IT WAS JUST 

SOMETHING FOR ME THAT FOR ME WAS VERY MINUTE. AND HOW COULD YOU TAKE YOUR LIVES 

THAT SO I IMMEDIATELY CALLED UM MY SISTER AND MY SISTER GOES YOU CAN'T GO THROUGH 

ME YOU GOT TO GO THROUGH MY BOSS AND I WAS LIKE OMG THAT WAS MY RESPONSE YOU GOT 

TO BE KIDDING ME NADINE I DID THAT I CALLED MR. ANDERSON MR. ANDERSON DID HAVE MY 

SISTER CALL ME. I SAID, I NEED THE SCHOOL TO BE ADDRESSED IMMEDIATELY AND THEY TOOK 

ACTION. THEY DID ALL THAT BECAUSE MENTALLY I NEEDED MY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR, THE 
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TEACHERS AND THE STUDENTS THAT THIS IMPACTED IN THE CHARTER WHICH IS EVEN SMALLER 

TO BE CARED FOR AND IT WAS DELICATE. SO YES, SENATOR, THIS I HAVE NOT HAD PROBLEMS AS 

THE CHAIR. WE HAVE NOT HAD PROBLEMS. WHEN WE TAP ON GDOE, I WILL APPLAUD THEM THAT 

AS BUSY AND AS OVERWHELMED, I LIKE TO THINK THAT WE ALL SERVE THE SAME CHILDREN, 

THE CHILDREN OF GUAM. 

 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. AGAIN, WOULD IT BE PRUDENT TO INCLUDE THIS ALSO INCLUDES CHARTER SCHOOL.  

 

EVANGELINE CEPEDA 

THANK YOU. SO, WE HAVE TO THANK YOU SENATOR FOR ALWAYS BEING PROACTIVE TO DO THE 

CHARTER. I APPRECIATE IT. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

ABSOLUTELY. I'M THE BIGGEST FAN. YOU KNOW THAT.  

 

EVANGELINE CEPEDA 

I KNOW. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. AGAIN, SO NADINE THE QUESTION OF COURSE IS YOU KNOW ADDING CERTAIN 

AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL TO CLARIFYING OR DISTINGUISHING A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY FROM 

A CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY IN THE BILL. AND WE MAKE SURE THERE THERE'S ANY CONCERNS OF 

ANY OVER OVERLAPPING THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED. SO THAT WAS THAT'S ONE CONCERN 

AND THE RISK ASSOCIATED WITH SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS CONDUCTING PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY APPROACH CLINICAL LEVEL EVALUATIONS THAT SHOULD BE 

ADDRESSED IN THIS BILL. DO YOU THINK THAT SHOULD ALSO BE CONCERNED TO ADD ANY KIND 

OF CLINICAL LEVEL EVALUATIONS?  

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

SO, SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE, JUST TO GO BACK, WE DID, THAT'S THE REASON WHY WE DEFINE 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY BECAUSE WE'RE NOT ENCROACHING. WE NEED TO STAY WITHIN OUR 

SCOPE OF WORK, OUR LEVEL OF EDUCATION, AND OUR TRAINING. AND SO, IT'S VERY CLEAR 

WHAT HOW A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IS DIFFERENT FROM A CLINICAL PSYCH. THAT'S ONE. EVEN 

THE COURSE REQUIREMENT ARE DIFFERENT. I'M A GRADUATE STUDENT WORKING TOWARDS MY 

PHD IN FORENSIC PSYCH AND THE COURSEWORK’S ARE REALLY INTENSIVE. SO I THINK TRULY 

WE COVERED THAT IN REGARDS TO THE BREAKDOWN OF THE COURSEWORK. BUT I WILL GET 

BACK TO YOU AGAIN ABOUT THE SUPERVISION OF THE 1200. BUT EVERYTHING ELSE I THINK WE 

WORKED VERY CLOSELY TO LOOK AT THE NATIONAL STANDARDS AND SEE HOW WE CAN  AGAIN 

IF SOMEONE WAS TO COME HERE AND THEY MEET THE NATIONAL STANDARDS THAT THEY WILL 

BE ABLE ON THE BELT TO AGAIN IF THERE'S AN OPENING TO QUALIFY FOR A SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. GO AHEAD MR. ANDERSON. 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 
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YES. THANK YOU. SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE. CAN I JUST GET CLARITY? YOUR COMMENT WAS 

CAN WE INCLUDE THE CHARTER SCHOOLS IN THE SCOPE OF SERVICES BEING PROVIDED BY 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS?  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

YEAH. SO BASICALLY THERE ARE RISKS THAT ARE ASSOCIATED YOU KNOW WITH SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS AND CONDUCTING PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY APPROACH A 

CLINICAL LEVEL EVALUATION. SO THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN THIS BILL AND SHOULD IT BE 

ADDRESSED IN THIS BILL? 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL, YES, AND THEORETICALLY I COMPLETELY AGREE WITH YOUR RECOMMENDATION TO 

ENSURE THAT WE DON'T MAKE A DISTINCTION NECESSARILY BETWEEN DOE STUDENTS AND 

CHARTER SCHOOL STUDENTS NOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS FOR THAT MATTER. I'M JUST GOING TO JUST 

COMMENT THAT YOU KNOW PRAGMATICALLY AS REFERENCED BY DR. SANTOS EARLIER THE 

RATIO OF PSYCHOLOGIST TO STUDENT SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST TO STUDENT IS WAY OUT OF 

PROPORTION ALREADY WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. SO IF I COULD JUST ENCOURAGE 

PERHAPS THAT WE ADD LANGUAGE THAT ALLOWS THE DEPARTMENT TO BE ABLE TO RECRUIT 

MORE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS TO REDUCE THAT RATIO RIGHT SO THAT WE CAN BE MORE 

EFFECTIVE IN ADDRESSING THE STUDENTS OF ALL STUDENTS ON GUAM ASIDE FROM JUST DOE. 

SO YES, WE WOULD LOVE TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE THAT SUPPORT. IT'S JUST THAT IT'S GOING TO 

IT'S ALREADY CHALLENGING AND THAT'S JUST INCREASING THE CHALLENGE OF THE SCHOOL 

THE EXISTING SIX SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS. THANK YOU. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

MR. ANDERSON, SINCE I HAVE YOU, WHAT IS THE CURRENT PROCESS OF REFERRING FOR 

REFERRING STUDENTS UH WITH SERIOUS MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS TO CLINICAL PROVIDERS? AND 

SHOULD THIS BE CODIFIED IN LAW TO GIVE YOU THAT ABILITY TO DO SO? BECAUSE IF YOU 

RECOGNIZE THEM AND IN FACT THE BILL THAT I'M WORKING ON WITH NATALIE RIGHT NOW, YOU 

KNOW, IT PROVIDES TRAINING. SO, DOES A SCHOOL HAVE THAT ABILITY RIGHT NOW? 

 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL, WE CURRENTLY HAVE INTERNAL PROTOCOLS FOR HOW DOE SCHOOLS CAN REFER 

STUDENTS FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES TEAM SUPPORT. BUT IF WE WERE GOING TO 

INCLUDE, YOU KNOW, CHARTER OR PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SCHOOL, SORRY, WE WOULD JUST 

EXTEND THAT TO THEM AS WELL. I MEAN, WE CURRENTLY DO THAT NOW. I THINK WHEN WE 

PROVIDE CRISIS.  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

IS IT CODIFIED THE ABILITY FOR YOU TO DO THAT TO REFER OR IT GIVES YOU THAT ABILITY TO 

DO 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

NO I DON'T THINK IT'S NECESSARY TO NECESSARILY CODIFY THAT BUT THERE IS A PROCESS 

THOUGH WELL THERE'S A PROCESS IN THE SENSE THAT WHEN SCHOOLS LIKE UM VANGIE HAD 

REFERENCED RIGHT WHEN THEY NEEDED SUPPORT FOR CRISIS INCIDENT DEBRIEFING FOR A 

SITUATION THAT WAS HAPPENING AT YOU KNOW ONE OF THEIR SCHOOLS SHE JUST REACHED 

OUT AND WE PROVIDED SUPPORT SO THAT'S IT'S NOT THAT WE NEED, YOU KNOW, UM, 

LEGISLATION IN ORDER TO DO THAT.  I'M JUST, IT'S THE ISSUE OF JUST THE NUMBER OF 
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PROVIDERS, THAT WE HAVE TO BE ABLE TO EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF ALL 

STUDENTS. AND, YOU KNOW, AGAIN, I THINK IF WE'RE ABLE TO RECRUIT MORE SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGISTS, YOU KNOW, THAT WOULD HELP US, TO GREATER MEET THOSE NEEDS. AND TO 

AGAIN SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE'S QUESTION ABOUT THE ISSUE OF YOU KNOW THE 

PROVIDING ALTERNATIVE EXAMS AGAIN I THINK PERHAPS THAT'S ALSO PART OF THE ISSUES UH 

THAT WE'VE BEEN EXPERIENCING WITH TEACHERS BEING ABLE TO PASS THE PRACTICE TOO FOR 

THEIR AREAS FOR TEACHING CERTIFICATION. AND SO AGAIN, IT'S I THINK THAT'S IT'S A GOOD 

QUESTION ABOUT ARE WE TRYING TO, YOU KNOW, WATER DOWN THE, YOU KNOW, STANDARDS, 

I GUESS, IN TERMS OF HOW WE'RE RECRUITING AND HIRING SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS. AND THAT 

MAY BE POSSIBLY TRUE. BUT I THINK ON A BIGGER LEVEL, THE ISSUE IS JUST MAKING SURE THAT 

WE'VE GOT WE'RE NOT LIMITING OUR ABILITY TO HIRE MORE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ON GUAM. 

AND YOU KNOW, AGAIN, SOME FOLKS ARE NOT JUST THEY'RE NOT GOOD AT UH TAKING EXAMS, 

BUT THEY'RE EXCELLENT AT PROVIDING SERVICES. WE HAVE TEACHERS THAT DEMONSTRATE 

THAT ALL THE TIME. SO NONETHELESS, I WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT DR. WON PAT'S POSITION 

IS NOT NECESSARILY TO WATER DOWN STANDARDS, BUT TO PUT US IN THE BEST POSITION TO BE 

ABLE TO RECRUIT AND PLACE THE FOLKS THAT WE NEED. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. SO BASICALLY, YOU KNOW, WE'RE ASKING IF WE SHOULD CLARIFY IN THE LEGISLATION 

THE DEFINITION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY UM THAT ONLY STATES, PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEMS, 

YOU KNOW, QUOTE, THAT WE EXPAND TO INCLUDE CHARTER SCHOOLS AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS, 

YOU KNOW, INCORPORATED. SO THAT'S A LANGUAGE THAT WE NEED TO LOOK INTO WHEN YOU 

DO THE NOT ALL OF US SENATORS ARE INVITED TO THESE MARKUP MEETINGS. SO, HOPEFULLY IF 

THERE'S ANYTHING I CAN PROVIDE TO YOU WHEN YOU GO INTO THIS MARKET MEETING THAT, 

I'D BE HAPPY TO, YOU KNOW, BECAUSE A LOT OF TIMES LEADERSHIP CHANGES, YOU KNOW, WE 

NEED TO GET A LOT OF THIS CODIFIED INTO LAW, TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS IS MET WITH 

GOOD INTENTIONS AND IS CORRECT AND THE LIABILITY ISSUE IS SHOULD BE A CONCERN TO ALL 

EVERYBODY ON OUR PERSPECTIVE. SO OTHER THAN THAT I HAVE A MEETING I HAVE TO ATTEND 

TO AND I HAVE TO EXCUSE MYSELF BUT I DIDN'T WANT TO MISS THE OPPORTUNITY. YES. GO 

AHEAD. MAMIE YOU HAD A QUESTION.  

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

SENATOR, LET ME JUST MAKE A POINT THAT ABOUT LICENSURE. YOU DO NOT IN A LAW YOU DO 

NOT WANT TO BE SO SPECIFIC THAT YOU WANT TO BE GENERAL THAT BASICALLY INDIVIDUAL 

MEET THE QUALIFICATION IN A GENERAL SENSE OF FOLLOWING NATIONAL STANDARDS 

BECAUSE WHEN YOU HAVE INDIVIDUAL COMING IN THAT IF YOU HAVE THINGS SPECIFICALLY 

SAYS OH YOU HAVE TO HAVE THIS AND THIS. IF YOU DON'T MEET THAT THEN YOU DON'T QUALIFY 

THEN WE REALLY NOT GOING TO HAVE A WORKFORCE BECAUSE RIGHT NOW AM I ABLE TO GO 

TO THE SCHOOL SYSTEM FOR EXAMPLE RIGHT NOW WE ARE SHORT OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 

AND WITH THE ONE THAT WE HAVE RIGHT NOW TO ME AS YOU CAN SEE THE NUMBERS IT'S NOT 

ENOUGH SO AS MR. ANDERSON INDICATED THAT IF IN ANOTHER PERSON COMES IN IF THEY MEET 

THE BASIC LICENSURE REQUIREMENT AND THEY LIKE TO HIRE THIS PERSON AFTER INTERVIEW 

THAT THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO BECAUSE WE WANT TO MAKE IT SO SPECIFIC THEN THERE'S 

GOING TO BE LIMIT INTO A POOL OF PEOPLE ACTUALLY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE THE SERVICE. WE 

DON'T WANT TO MAKE IT SO STRINGENT THAT PEOPLE ARE NOT BE ABLE TO QUALIFY BUT I THINK 

YOU WANT TO PUT IT IN BASIC FOLLOWING NATIONAL STANDARD AND THAT WOULD BE THAT'S 

THE REASON WHY THAT'S NOT ANSWERING SOME OF THE QUESTION YOU MAY HAVE 

CONCERNING ABOUT SPECIFIC QUALIFICATIONS. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 
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I TOTALLY UNDERSTAND THE NEED BUT THINGS ARE PUT INTO PERSPECTIVE TO ALLOW 

INDIVIDUALS TO HAVE THE SCHOOLING AND THE KNOWLEDGE AND THE TRAINING BEFORE 

GOING TO OUR CHILDREN. YOU KNOW, THERE'S A PROTECTION ISSUE THAT I'M CONCERNED. AND 

FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO TOOK THE TIME TO STUDY, TO GET THEIR DEGREES, TO GET THEIR 

INTERNSHIPS, YOU KNOW, AND STUFF, WE CAN'T DISREGARD THEM AND THINK EVERYONE ELSE, 

YOU KNOW, YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO THROUGH THIS PROCESS. THAT'S NOT FAIR TO THOSE WHO 

GO THROUGH THE PROCESS. SO, GRANDFATHERING IS ONE THING, BUT ALSO PROVIDING A 

SAFETY MECHANISM TO THE INTERNSHIP, THE REQUIREMENT. AND THE NATIONAL, YOU KNOW, 

ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS PUT THESE THINGS INTO PLAY THAT'S BEEN STUDIED 

BEYOND YOUR CAPABILITIES TO UNDERSTAND IN THIS ENVIRONMENT, IT'S TOTALLY DIFFERENT. 

SO, I DON'T WANT TO LOSE SIGHT OF THAT BECAUSE OUR KIDS DESERVE THE BEST, NOT JUST 

HALF. THEY DESERVE THE BEST. SO, AND I THINK I'M NOT AS EMOTION AS VANGIE DOES. NO, LET 

ME JUST SAY I'M GOING TO KEEP IT COOL. SHE BASICALLY SPOKE. 

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

LET ME SAY THAT WITH PEOPLE THAT THAT KNOWS ME AND I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S 

APPROPRIATE TO SAY IT IN THE LEGISLATIVE SETTING BECAUSE THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE 

NOT DOESN'T HAVE THE PROPER LIKE SAY EDUCATION BUT THEY'RE REALLY GOOD IN DOING 

WHAT THEY DO. I CAN TELL YOU ABOUT PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIAN THAT SOMEBODY THERE ARE 

A LOT OF PEOPLE WITH EDUCATION. AND THERE ARE A LOT OF PHD THAT ARE TO ME THERE ARE 

A LOT OF STUPID PHDS. I'M SORRY TO TELL YOU, BUT THERE ARE A LOT OF PEOPLE WITHOUT THE 

PHD. THEY'RE REALLY GOOD IN DEALING WITH THE PEOPLE. AND SO WE REALLY HAVE TO LOOK 

AT THE PERSON AND WE BASICALLY YES WE DO NEED THE CREDENTIAL. WE NEED THE 

REQUIREMENT. THEY'VE SAID BASICALLY THEY'RE THEY HAVE THE PROPER EDUCATION AND 

ABILITY. BUT WHEN YOU HIRE THEM, YOU FIND OUT, WHERE DID THIS PERSON GO TO SCHOOL? 

I'VE SAID THAT TO SEVERAL LICENSURE PEOPLE. WHERE DID THEY GO TO SCHOOL? BECAUSE 

THEY'RE NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE THE PARTICULAR ASPECT OF THE NEED AND THE REQUIREMENT. 

IT IS THEY COME FROM GOOD SCHOOL, BUT I DON'T KNOW WHERE THEY COME GO TO SCHOOL. 

THAT IS BASED ON COMPLAINT TO THE BOARD. 

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

SOUNDS LIKE A LIABILITY ISSUE.  

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

NO.  

 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YOU, 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THANK YOU. THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE TO TESTIFY ON THIS BILL AND FOR DOING THE 

WORK THAT YOU'RE DOING. SO I JUST WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE RIGHT AWAY THAT I AGREE WITH 

THAT IF WE WANT TO SET A STANDARD THAT THAT WE ALL BELIEVE THAT THE STUDENTS 

DESERVE IN THE SCHOOLS THAT SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS SHOULD HAVE A CERTAIN STANDARD. 

WE'RE GOING TO FOLLOW THE NATIONAL STANDARDS. THAT'S EXCELLENT. AND THE BOARD HAS 

AGREED TO LICENSE THESE. SO, THEY WILL HAVE A SPECIFIC CREDENTIAL LICENSING HERE ON 

GUAM AND THAT'S GOING FORWARD. AND SO, THIS IS GREAT FOR THE STUDENTS. SO, I HAVE NO 
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ISSUES WITH THAT AT ALL. MY ISSUES ARE WITH DOE. I GUESS IT'S KIND OF LIKE SO WE HEAR 

DIFFERENT THINGS TODAY, BUT SOME OF IT IS ADDRESSING DOE'S NEEDS, BUT I FEEL LIKE SO THE 

BILL IS NOT NECESSARILY ADDRESSING DOE'S NEEDS OR CAPACITY OR ABILITY TO HIRE MORE 

OR RECRUIT MORE. IT MIGHT ACTUALLY BE LIMITING DOE'S ABILITY TO HIRE IMMEDIATELY UM 

BECAUSE WE'RE RAISING THE STANDARDS AND WE'RE NOT ALLOWING ANYMORE. SOME OF THE 

PEOPLE THAT WE'VE ALREADY HIRED WOULD NOT QUALIFY UNDER THIS, RIGHT? SO, THERE'S A 

GRANDFATHER CLAUSE WHICH I DON'T OBJECT TO AND I WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL THE 

WORK THAT YOU HAVE BEEN DOING. BUT I GUESS SEE THAT'S I FEEL LIKE MAYBE WE NEED A 

SEPARATE LEGISLATION TO ADDRESS DOE'S NEEDS FULLY, RIGHT? LIKE YOU TALK ABOUT THE 

RATIO AND THAT BUT SO FOR EXAMPLE IF YOU COULD JUST UH CLARIFY MAYBE DOES DOE THEY 

HAVE A COUNSELOR'S POSITION SCHOOL COUNSELOR AND A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION 

TWO SEPARATE POSITIONS  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL WE HAVE TWO DIFFERENT EMPLOYEES WHO PROVIDE THOSE KINDS OF SERVICES BUT UH 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WHEN THEY HIRE UH SCHOOL COUNSELORS THEY'RE HIRED AS 

TEACHERS IN SLOT AUDITED AS SCHOOL COUNSELORS. SO THERE'S NO ACTUAL POSITION FOR 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR AND THEN CURRENTLY THERE IS NO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION. THE 

ACTUAL POSITION AS I REFERENCED IN TESTIMONY WE'RE USING THE YOU KNOW JOB 

DESCRIPTION UH FROM THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION THAT WAS APPROVED BACK IN 1980 

WHICH IS WHAT PSYCHOLOGIST. THAT'S THE ACTUAL TITLE OF THE JOB DESCRIPTION. OKAY. AND 

SO, TO YOUR POINT, THIS PARTICULAR BILL IS REALLY TRYING TO ADDRESS THE IMMEDIATE 

NEED, WHICH IS THE JEOPARDY, UH, THAT OUR SIX PSYCH PSYCHOLOGISTS, BECAUSE THAT'S 

WHAT THEY WERE HIRED AS, ARE CURRENTLY IN RIGHT NOW, UH, IN TERMS OF THEIR ABILITY 

TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS AS STIPULATED IN THE LAW. AND SO IN 2022 WHEN THEY AMENDED 

THE LAW TO REQUIRE CERTAIN STANDARDS THAT ARE MORE APPROPRIATE FOR A CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGIST THAN JUST WHAT A PSYCHOLOGIST OR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN TERMS OF THE 

ROLE THAT THESE MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS WERE PROVIDING.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. SO IT'S A GRANDFATHER CLAUSE THAT'S URGENT.  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

YES. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

 BECAUSE YOU'VE ALREADY SLOTTED THEM INTO PSYCHOLOGIST SLOTS. ALL RIGHT. WHAT 

ABOUT THE CHANGING OF THE CIVIL SERVICE POSITION DESCRIPTIONS? ARE YOU SAID DOE 

WOULD HAVE TO WORK WITH DOA TO DO THAT? HAVE THEY STARTED THAT AT ALL OR NOT? 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL, THEY WERE THEY HAVE MY UNDERSTANDING IS DOA HAS BEEN WORKING ON THE JOB 

DESCRIPTION SPECIFIC TO WHAT THE PUBLIC LAW REQUIRED IN 2022. THEY HAVE NOT BEEN 

WORKING ON A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION. WHICH IS WHAT WE'RE HOPING IS WHEN THIS 

BILL PASSES IS GOING TO REQUIRE THAT AND THAT THEREFORE THESE FOLKS WILL THE FOLKS 

THAT WE CURRENTLY HAVE UM IN THE DEPARTMENT NOW WILL CONTINUE TO BE ABLE TO 

PROVIDE YOU KNOW SERVICES TO OUR KIDS. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 
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ALL RIGHT. SO YOU WILL YOU WILL ADDRESS THAT THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO 

PROVIDE THOSE SERVICES AND FIT INTO THOSE SLOTS. 

2:25:48 

2 HOURS, 25 MINUTES, 48 SECONDS 

BUT UH IN RECRUITING ADDITIONAL UM IT'S BEEN WELL ONE OF THE TESTIMONY FROM SANDRA 
2:25:56 

2 HOURS, 25 MINUTES, 56 SECONDS 

BORDALLO SAYS UH FOR YEARS GUAM HAS FACED CHALLENGES IN RECRUITING AND RETAINING 

PROFESSIONALS WITH THE DOCTORAL LEVEL 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY CREDENTIALS. AND I THINK THAT MUST BE CORRECT BECAUSE THERE ARE 

APPARENTLY NONE RIGHT NOW. SO, WE'RE MAKING IT HARDER FOR YOU TO RECRUIT INTO THOSE 

POSITIONS INSTEAD OF CHANGING THE JOB DESCRIPTION SO THAT YOU CAN RECRUIT FOR 

EXAMPLE, YOU KNOW, THESE OTHERS WHO ARE QUALIFIED IN ANOTHER WAY AND MAYBE HAVE 

AND THEY SAY SOME OF THEM HAVE SAID THEY EVEN MEET A LOT OF THIS CRITERIA EXCEPT 

THAT THEY DO NOT HOLD THE DOCTORAL OR MASTER'S DEGREE SPECIFICALLY IN SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY OR COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY BUT SOME OF THEM 

ARE THEY'VE GOT THE PHDS IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY. I MEAN DO WE WANT TO EXCLUDE THEM? 

BECAUSE TO ME THAT'S THE RISK WHERE WE'RE WE MIGHT BE RUNNING HERE IS NOW WE HAVE 

TO EXCLUDE THEM WHEN YOU HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED AND WE HAVE TO WAIT FOR A 

LICENSED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST TO COME AS OPPOSED TO HIRING A LICENSED CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGIST OR ALL THESE OTHER THINGS WITH MAYBE YEARS AND YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 

IN MENTAL HEALTH. THAT'S MY ONLY CONCERN IS I WILL AGREE TO THIS. I AGREE TO THE 

STANDARD. I AGREE TO THE BOARD'S POSITION, BUT IT'S JUST GDOE. I'M AFRAID I DON'T WANT 

TO COME IN A MONTH AND SAY, "OH, MAN. WE HAVE ALL THESE FIVE PEOPLE NOW THAT WE 

SHOULD REALLY PUT INTO THE SCHOOLS RIGHT NOW. WE CAN HELP THESE STUDENTS, BUT 

THEY'RE NOT THIS. THEY'RE NOT PHDS IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY OR EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 

SPECIFICALLY, RIGHT? BUT THEY'RE EXPERIENCED AND THEY'RE QUALIFIED. SO I GUESS THAT'S 

JUST MY CONCERN. YES. DR. MAMIE 
 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

SENATOR ON THIS ISLAND THERE'S MANY INDIVIDUAL WITH MASTER'S DEGREE AND UH THEY'RE 

BEING FANNED OUT ALL OVER THE PLACE ACCORDING TO WHAT THEIR DESIRE TO WORK AT 

PLACE AND I THINK UM SETTING THIS IN MOTION IS GOING TO MAYBE ATTRACT LATER I DON'T 

KNOW UH MORE PEOPLE TO DESIRE TO WORK FOR THE SCHOOL SYSTEM ALL YOU NEED THE 

QUALIFICATION MINIMUM IS A MASTER'S DEGREE. THERE'S A LOT OF MASTER'S DEGREE 

RECIPIENT YOU KNOW IN THIS COMMUNITY. SO THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT BUT I DON'T THINK 

THAT I DON'T KNOW EVERYWHERE EVEN CLINICAL I MEAN THIS ISLAND IS REALLY LACKING A 

LOT OF PROFESSION IN PROVIDING THE SERVICES. SO MAY HER PERHAPS FROM THE LONG TERM 

I MEAN JUST YOU KNOW SINCE YOU'RE ASKING A QUESTION IS TO ENCOURAGE INDIVIDUALS TO 

BE ABLE TO GO AND THE GOVERNMENT TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL PEOPLE TO COME BACK AND 

SERVE THE COMMUNITY. HOWEVER, BECAUSE I FIND IN MY EXPERIENCE OF WORKING EVEN AT 

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE THERE WERE PEOPLE THEN LIKE 

THEY COME ON ISLAND YOU KNOW THEY'RE ABLE TO FILL POSITION BUT THEY DON'T WANT TO 

STAY AND SERVE THE PEOPLE. SO WE WANTED TO INVEST TO ME INTO OUR OWN LOCAL PEOPLE 

ENCOURAGING TO COME BACK IN THIS AREA PSYCHOLOGIST WE DON'T HAVE VERY MANY YEAH 

SO THAT'S ANOTHER THING MAYBE THE LEGISLATURE CAN THINK ABOUT HOW WE'RE GOING TO 

BE ABLE TO DO THAT BUT IN THE MEANTIME I THINK IT'S SO IMPORTANT THAT INDIVIDUALS 

WHO'S BEEN WORKING WITH THE SCHOOL SYSTEM THEY RIGHTFULLY SHOULD BE SCHOOL 

PSYCHOLOGIST THAT'S WHY THIS CAME ABOUT 
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SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

 OKAY SO I UNDERSTAND YES THAT WE HAVE A WE WANT TO GRANDFATHER THOSE. SO, I'M JUST 

AND THEN MAYBE AGAIN SO NO PROBLEM REQUIRING A OR HAVING A LICENSED PATH FOR 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS IN PARTICULAR. AND SO THAT'S ONE THING I THINK SEPARATE FROM 

DOE REALLY EVEN THOUGH WE'VE BEEN TESTIFYING ABOUT IT KIND OF TOGETHER. SO, WE HAVE 

A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST PATH, BUT I THINK DOE HAS TO REALLY CONSIDER WHAT THEIR 

REQUIREMENTS ARE GOING TO BE FOR THOSE POSITIONS. AND THAT'S I REALLY THINK YOU NEED 

TO URGENTLY WORK WITH DOA, NOT WAIT. WE'VE SEEN OTHER AGENCIES WHERE THEY'VE BEEN 

WAITING FOR YEARS, AND I WOULD RECOMMEND YOU DON'T WAIT IF YOU THINK THAT'S THE 

ISSUE IN ORDER TO TRY TO RECRUIT MORE. IF YOU'RE TRYING TO RECRUIT MORE, HOW MANY 

OPENINGS DO YOU HAVE? ARE YOU TRYING TO RECRUIT MORE?  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL, I MEAN WE ARE TRYING TO RECRUIT MORE IN TERMS OF THE CURRENT STANDARDS AND 

REQUIREMENTS. HOWEVER, THAT'S, YOU KNOW, DETERMINED THAT'S BUDGETARY. THAT'S THE 

ABILITY FOR US TO GET THE APPROVAL FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT TO BE ABLE TO, YOU KNOW, 

FILL THOSE REQUESTS THAT WE HAVE PUT FORTH. BUT IN TERMS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION, THEY'RE GOING TO NEED THIS LEGISLATION THAT PROVIDES THIS CAVEAT OR 

THIS YOU KNOW OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION BECAUSE THERE 

ISN'T ONE RIGHT NOW. SO THEY NEED LEGISLATION TO TELL THEM OTHERWISE. BECAUSE MY 

UNDERSTANDING IS THEY'RE WORKING ON AN ACTUAL JOB DESCRIPTION FOR A PSYCHOLOGIST. 

 

 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

YES. AND I'M SAYING MAYBE YOU NEED TO ADDRESS THAT RIGHT NOW WHERE YOU INSTEAD OF 

REQUIRING A LICENSED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN THOSE POSITIONS RIGHT NOW WHILE YOU'RE 

TRYING TO RECRUIT THAT YOU HAVE TO CONTROL THAT HOW WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO 

RECRUIT. YES. 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

PARDON ME. SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE IT'S ALREADY DONE. WE SO DR. BALAJADIA ACTUALLY 

WORKED ON IT BASED ON THE LAW. AGAIN, WE'RE TRYING TO FAST-TRACK THIS 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

 IT DOES THE POSITION DESCRIPTIONS, RIGHT? OH, OKAY. SO, WHAT ARE THEY? CAN YOU READ 

THOSE TO US THEN?  

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

SURE.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SO, YOU'RE HOW DOES SHE WORK ON THE DOA? 

 

NADINE CEPEDA 

IT'S BECAUSE WE ACTUALLY BEEN WORKING ON THIS SIMULTANEOUSLY. SENATOR SABRINA 

MATANANE RESPONDED VERY QUICKLY TO OUR NEED. SHE WAS ASKED BY SOMEBODY ELSE TO 

ASSIST THAT IN THAT PROCESS WHEN I CAME TO HER AND SO SHE IS FAMILIAR WITH HOW THAT'S 

DONE BECAUSE SHE'S WROTE OR WRITTEN SEVERAL DIFFERENT POSITION DESCRIPTIONS 

PREVIOUSLY WHEN SHE WAS THE CLINICAL ADMINISTRATOR AT GUAM BEHAVIORAL HEALTH. I 
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MEAN I'M TALKING LIKE SHE'S A SECOND PERSON SHE'S NOT HERE SO I'M GOING TO DEFER THAT 

BUT IT'S ALREADY WRITTEN BECAUSE SHE DR.  BALAJADIA WAS ASKED TO ASSIST IN THAT 

PROCESS WHEN I CAME TO HER. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SO, WE COULD DO HAVE YOU SEEN THIS? THIS IS FOR YOU, RIGHT? SO YOU I WOULD JUST LIKE TO 

SEE AND I THINK YOU SHOULD JUST COMPARE THEN THE CURRENT HIRING STANDARDS. THEY’RE 

EVEN AND IF WE GRANDFATHER THEM IN RIGHT AWAY, STILL YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE A 

STANDARD OF HIRING IN THESE POSITIONS OR FURTHER HIRING IN THESE POSITIONS THAT 

REALLY MIGHT LIMIT YOU. BUT I THINK THERE'S A WAY AROUND THAT AND THAT'S WHY I WANT 

TO SEE MAYBE WHAT YOU'VE ALREADY WRITTEN LIKE. 

 

MAMIE BALAJADIA 

YEAH SENATOR THE JOB DESCRIPTION IS ALREADY WRITTEN GAVE IT UH IT WAS GIVEN TO THE 

SUPERINTENDENT. OKAY. THE NEXT STEP WOULD BE TO GO BEFORE CIVIL SERVICE IF THERE'S 

ANY QUESTION.  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL I'M PLEASANTLY SURPRISED TO KNOW THAT. THANK YOU DR. BALAJADIA. I KNOW OUR HR 

ADMINISTRATOR KATHERINE ADA HAS ALREADY BEEN IN COMMUNICATION WITH DOA 

REGARDING THIS SITUATION AND SO I'LL MAKE SURE THAT SHE'S ALSO TRACKING ON THE FACT 

THAT DR. BALAJADIA HAD ALREADY WRITTEN THE JOB SPECS FOR THIS BECAUSE YES, IF THAT'S 

ALREADY DONE. OKAY. THEN WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO MOVE PRETTY QUICKLY ONCE THIS 

LEGISLATION'S IN PLACE. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. GREAT. SO, THIS LEGISLATION WILL ALLOW THE SIX WHO ARE CURRENTLY HIRED TO 

REMAIN IN IN THAT POSITION OFFICIALLY EVEN WITH THE NEW JOB DESCRIPTION BECAUSE 

WE'RE GRANDFATHERING THEM. BUT I THINK JUST I WANT YOU TO CHECK AGAIN HOW ABOUT 

GDOE'S ABILITY TO RECRUIT IMMEDIATE IF YOU HAVE THIS HUGE NEED AS ALMOST ALL OF YOU 

HAVE TESTIFIED TO THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS THE GREAT NUMBER OF NEED HOW LIMITED WE 

ARE IN OUR CAPACITY AT THIS POINT AND I THINK WE WANT TO ADDRESS THAT AND SO 

HOPEFULLY IF WE CAN SEE THAT JOB DESCRIPTION AS WELL.  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL, AND I APPRECIATE YOU KNOW, YOUR CONCERN REGARDING, YOU KNOW, MAKING THE 

POSITION DESCRIPTION MAYBE TOO DIFFICULT TO YOU KNOW OR CHALLENGING FOR US TO 

RECRUIT. AND SO, OBVIOUSLY, WE WANT TO DEFER TO DR. BALAJADIA AND HER EXPERIENCE 

AND OBVIOUSLY SHE'S WORKED WITH A LOT OF PROFESSIONALS HERE ON GUAM AND SO SHE I 

THINK SHE HAS A VERY GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF THE DIFFICULTY WITH TRYING TO RECRUIT 

POSITIONS. SO, IF SHE'S IN FAVOR OF ADDING LANGUAGE AS WELL AS THE YOU KNOW SENATORS 

IF YOU GUYS IF YOU'RE IF THE BODY IS AGREEABLE TO LOOKING AT SOME TYPE OF LANGUAGE 

THAT YOU KNOW PROVIDES AN EQUIVALENCY THEREOF. SO YOU SET A STANDARD AND YOU'RE 

VERY CLEAR ABOUT WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST BUT THERE'S 

FLEXIBILITY TO LOOK AT OTHER ASPECTS OF THAT PERSON BECAUSE AS DR. BALAJADIA SAID 

THERE ARE PLENTY OF PHDS THAT ON PAPER ARE YOU KNOW THE BEST THING SINCE SLICED 

BREAD BUT IN REALITY AND IN PRACTICE THEY'RE TERRIBLE AND THEN TO THE CONTRARY YOU 

HAVE FOLKS THAT DON'T HAVE THE CREDENTIALS BUT ARE DEFINITELY ABLE TO PROVIDE 

EXCELLENT SERVICE FOR PEOPLE IN NEED. SO, I MEAN IF THAT'S POSSIBLE WE WOULD LOVE TO 

WE WOULD WELCOME THAT BECAUSE OBVIOUSLY WE WANT MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY. 
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SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

YEAH I THINK THAT SHOULD BE DONE ON THE DOE SIDE NOT ON THE LICENSING SIDE. THEIR 

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS SHOULD BE UNIFORM WITH THE NATIONAL STANDARDS BUT DOE'S 

HIRING THAT'S WHAT WE'VE DONE I'VE SEEN IN THE GOVERNMENT WHERE YOU HAVE THIS 

DEGREE OR YOU HAVE THE EQUIVALENT YOU KNOW THESE THINGS OR THE EQUIVALENCY AND 

THEN THEY LAY THOSE OUT IN DIFFERENT 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

I DON'T KNOW HOW THIS WORKS EXACTLY BUT I ASSUME THAT DOA IS GOING TO WORK 

SPECIFICALLY WITH THE LANGUAGE IN THE LAW I DON'T KNOW IF THEY'LL PUT THAT 

FLEXIBILITY IN THE JOB DESCRIPTION  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THAT'S WHY I'M POINTING THAT OUT TO YOU I THINK THAT'S MOST BASED ON THE TESTIMONY 

I'VE HEARD  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

YEAH LET ME VERIFY THAT AND THEN WE'LL GET BACK TO SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT UH THEY CAN WRITE THAT KIND OF FLEXIBILITY INTO THE JOB SPECS 

IF IT'S NOT IN IN LEGISLATION. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THIS IS TELLS US WHAT A LICENSED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST HAS TO HAVE TO BE LICENSED ON 

GUAM. THAT'S SEPARATE AND APART FROM WHAT A SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST POSITION IN GDOE 

MUST HAVE. AND THAT'S WHY I'M SAYING IF YOU'VE WORKED ON THAT SEPARATELY, THAT'S 

EXCELLENT. 

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

THE CHALLENGE IS YOU CAN'T BE HIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IF YOU DON'T 

HAVE LICENSURE SO IF THEY IF THE ALLIED HEALTH BOARD SETS THAT STANDARD FOR 

LCENSURE, YOU KNOW, FOLKS ARE GOING TO HAVE TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO 

GET. 

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

CURRENT DOE JOB DESCRIPTION, WHICH IS WHAT I'M SAYING. THAT'S WHY YOU WANT TO LOOK 

AT THAT DOE JOB DESCRIPTION IF YOU WANT TO HIRE MORE PEOPLE IMMEDIATELY.  

 

CHRIS ANDERSON 

WELL, MY UNDERSTANDING WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN, SORRY, SENATOR, AND I MAY BE SLOW 

IN UNDERSTANDING, BUT THE JOB DESCRIPTION FOR THE PSYCHOLOGIST, WHICH IS CURRENTLY 

ON THE BOOKS RIGHT NOW, IS GOING TO GO AWAY. WE WILL NOT BE USING THAT, OF COURSE. 

WE WILL HAVE A NEW JOB DESCRIPTION. AND I'M JUST SAYING THAT I DON'T THINK I DON'T 

BELIEVE THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION'S ABLE TO WRITE THAT KIND OF FLEXIBILITY 

INTO THE JOB SPECS OR EVEN US TO SUGGEST IT IF IT'S NOT SPECIFICALLY IN LEGISLATION. THE 

AND AGAIN I IF THE ALLIED HEALTH BOARD USES THAT SPECIFIC LANGUAGE AND DOESN'T 

PROVIDE FOR ANY FLEXIBILITY SOME LANGUAGE THAT SAYS OR EQUIVALENCY THEREOF LIKE 

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE PERSON'S BACKGROUND THAT COULD BE CONSIDERED AS EQUIVALENT 

TO THE STANDARDS THAT ARE REFERENCED UH WE'RE NOT GOING TO THAT PERSON IS NOT 

GOING TO BE ABLE TO GET THE ACTUAL LICENSURE NECESSARY TO EVEN QUALIFY UH TO BE 

https://guamlegislature.gov/38th_Guam_Legislature/Bills_Introduced_38th/Bill%20No.%20290-38%20(COR).pdf


Page 44 of 44 

Committee Report Digest: Public Hearing Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT TO AMEND § 80109(u), 

CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE OUTSOURCING 

OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. 

Wednesday April 8, 2026, at 8:00 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

INTERVIEWED FOR THE POSITION. SO, BUT I'LL VERIFY THAT WITH DOA AND THEN GET BACK TO 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE ABOUT WHAT MAY NEED TO HAPPEN.  

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING A COPY OF THAT JOB DESCRIPTION RECOMMENDATION 

THAT YOU MADE ALSO, DR. ALL RIGHT. BUT THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK TO DOE ON HIRING 

MORE AND REALLY FILLING THE NEED THAT STUDENTS MAKE SURE AND THANK YOU AGAIN TO 

ALL OF YOU WHO ARE FILLING THIS NEED FOR STUDENTS AND REALLY HELPING THEM AT THIS 

YOUNG AGES. SI YUUS MAASE 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE AND THANK YOU TO THE PANEL. THANK YOU, NADINE, 

DR. BALAJADIA, MR. ANDERSON FOR YOUR WORK ON THIS BILL. UM WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO 

DO SOME MARKUPS UH TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE CONCERNS THAT HAVE BEEN RAISED BY MY 

COLLEAGUES. AND SO WE'LL SCHEDULE A MEETING MAYBE NEXT WEEK TO FURTHER DISCUSS 

THIS. BUT THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR INPUT AND EVERYBODY ELSE THAT TESTIFY TODAY FOR 

SHARING THEIR STORIES. AGAIN, WE'RE GOING TO TRY AND GET THIS ON TO THE MAY SESSION 

AGENDA AND GET IT UP FOR A VOTE. THE TIME IS NOW 10:38. THIS PUBLIC HEARING BY THE 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND VETERANS AFFAIRS IS NOW ADJOURNED. 

The Public Hearing was adjourned at 10:38 A .M. 

III. Findings and Recommendations

The measure seeks to allow the Guam Memorial Hospital Authority to outsource dietary services in order

to improve efficiency and reduce costs. Testimony highlighted that GMH currently spends significantly

more on food services than it generates, with rising per-meal costs and operational burdens. While the

bill is intended to provide flexibility and potential savings of about $1.4 million, concerns were raised

regarding the lack of detailed cost analysis, potential impacts on existing employees, and the need to

maintain food quality and cultural standards. It is recommended that further financial and legal analysis

be provided, along with safeguards for employees, clear performance standards, and contingency

planning before full implementation.

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs hereby reports- out on Bill No. 290-38 (COR)-AN ACT 

TO AMEND § 80109(u), CHAPTER 80, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 

THE  OUTSOURCING OF DIETARY SERVICES FOR THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

AUTHORITY.    “With the recommendation ____________________. TO DO PASS
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institutions, resulting in cost savings, improved service quality, and enhanced focus 1 

on core healthcare functions. 2 

However, I Liheslaturan Guåhan finds that the current enabling statute 3 

governing GMHA imposes restrictions on the outsourcing of dietary services, 4 

specifically meal services for patients. This statutory limitation prevents the hospital 5 

from fully exploring and implementing outsourcing options that may be in the best 6 

interest of the hospital and the government of Guam. 7 

It is the intent of I Liheslaturan Guåhan to amend the Guam Memorial 8 

Hospital Authority’s enabling statute to remove the statutory barrier that prohibits 9 

the outsourcing of dietary services, including meal services for patients. By doing 10 

so, this legislation seeks to provide GMHA with the flexibility to evaluate and 11 

implement outsourcing options for all dietary services, should such actions be 12 

determined to be in the best interest of the hospital and the government of Guam. 13 

Through this amendment, I Liheslaturan Guåhan aims to empower GMHA to 14 

make strategic decisions that enhance operational efficiency, reduce costs, and 15 

improve the quality of services provided to patients, while ensuring that the hospital 16 

remains focused on its primary mission of delivering exceptional healthcare to the 17 

people of Guam. 18 

Section 2. § 80109(u), Chapter 80, Title 10 Guam Code Annotated is hereby 19 

amended to read: 20 

§ 80109.  21 

(u) Retain or contract, in accordance with applicable procurement law, 22 

services relative to the providing of cafeteria and/or other food vendor services, in 23 

whole or in part as determined to be necessary and appropriate. This shall include, 24 

but not be limited to, the management and operation of services for cafeteria, snack 25 

bar, restaurant, and/or other food related services or activities as deemed appropriate 26 

for non inpatient visitors, patrons and GMHA staff.  27 



3 

(1) The solicitation and contracting for food services may include, to 1 

the extent deemed practicable, appropriate and necessary, the use of assets, 2 

real property and/or facilities, and as further provided for in accordance with 3 

Subsection (t) of this § 80109.  4 

(2) The authorization pursuant to this Subsection (u) to retain and 5 

contract services relative to the providing of cafeteria and/or other food 6 

services shall not apply or pertain to replacing, supplanting and/or eliminating 7 

GMHA’s in house Dietetic Services department currently providing 8 

nutritional food services for inpatients. 9 

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to any 10 

person or circumstance is found to be invalid or contrary to law, such invalidity shall 11 

not affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect without 12 

the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are 13 

severable.  14 

Section 4. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective upon enactment. 15 
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April 3, 2026 
 
To:  Rennae V. C. Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature  
 
 
From:  Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada  

Chairperson, Committee on Rules  
 
 
Subject:  Fiscal Note for Bill No. 290-38 (COR) 

 
 

Håfa Adai! 
 
Find the attached, Fiscal Note for the following bill:  
 

Bill No. 290-38 (COR). 

 
I also request that the same be sent to the respective Chairperson of the Standing 
Committee, to which this bill has been referred. Kindly copy the same to Management 
Information Services (MIS) for posting on our website. 
 
 






